UNTVERSITY OF BRISTOL SPELAECLCGICA™  SOCIETY

Circular to ilembers.,

The activities of the society are summarised in the Secretary's Report in
Proceedings, Vol.8, No.2., which accompanies this circular. The programne of
meetings for the coming session is enclosed, A nuaisber of distinguished
persons wWill address the society and it is hoped that there will be a good
attendance, Thig year starts 2 reveat series of tutorials commencing with
some on the Geology of the llendips by Dr. Donovan. In 1959 the series will
be on the Frehistory of Iurope as o whole and in 1960 on the Prehistory of
the Bristol Region.
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CAVIIG. In July a party of 12 went back to County Clare, Bire, to continue
the work that the Society hag deern doing there. For once the weather wzs
raasonably kind and the party was noct Tlo lad out of the caves on ¢ single
occasion, Moot of the time was devoted o completing the survey o1r Braanch
Passage Gallery in Pollnagollum, (Slieve filva) and check surveying in the
#ain Cave 2nd side passages. The survey locps closed with only very small
errors, A short and reasonabdly casy connection between Gunman's Cave ana
Branch Passage Gallery was found and this made a great diiference to the
tivie taken to complete the survey. Branch Passage itself was surveyed to
the end, the former stop at Barrier 2 being rassed at the sccond atiempt

by skillful and daring clinbing. Pollelva, (Slisve Flva), was surveyed
aad & probable counection with Pollnagollum found. This connection will
have to be verified next year. The survey of Faunarocska was completed.

Various tests were made, using fluorescein, to trace undserground water

routes, The three risings concerncd rewviained,apparently, obstinately clcar
but this year watcr samples were collected atv regilar intervals and brought
back to England. Jdere tney were examined under ultra-violet light by two

observers werking quite independently. ALil the samples that should have
besn positive were found to bc so and thers was a correct gradation of the
intensity of fluorescer.ce. This gimple experiment has revolutionisad the
tecknique of tracing water underground by fluorsscein, = Simple visual ex—
amination of the water at the rising,; cevea in daylight; has been shown to
be entirely unreliable where = negative is cbtained, A1l such negatives
obtained in the past by simple visual examination must now be reviewcd.
MThere gre other implications. it is hoped to putlish a short paper on
this in Proceedings in 1959.

A% “anor Farm, (Mendip), ths shaft has been despened and timbered to
the bottom. However the very solid choke still continues and water does
not get away except very slowly. Some progress has becn made with other
digs.

ristol Water VWorks Company have acquired thc water underitaking
idge Rural Distriet Council and considerablc property
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has changed hands including thc land in whick lics G.B. Cave. I$ is not ex-
pected theore will be any majoxr changes iz our rﬂubts to this and other caves

though the terms of the =ctual ngrecment with the B.UW.W. have not been finally
settled.

ALRCHAEOLOGY . Some further work has been dene =2t Litéle Solsbury Hill camp.
A nunmber of small objeccts wer:s found and those zrs now on wxhibition in our
muscum . It is still nct vossible tc state the form and sizz of the huts in
cither phase I or II of thc occunation of the site. £ ditckh of unknowm
length and breadth but 2 feet deer was found, It starts at right angles to
the cscarpmenty and runs tovards the interior. Its purposc is obscurc, It
belongs to the carliest vhasc acd wzu cut before the rempart—wall was con—
structed, &s this wall dips into tihc ditch.

AT Priddy work h=s continued in the south circle. At the entrance, the
cast side has been completed and a start made on tho west, Stonc nroles and

pite have been found and their arrangement suggests that phase T may ha
been = form of stone ﬁottinz without bank or ditchy and thzt thc bank an d
ditch revrescent phese I1. wide cutting has been made in the southeas
sector through the bank where it seoms to have beon largely levellea.
Post holcs hsve becn found buv their irregular arrangemsnt may presage a
second snirance.

Tho major work hes been thc excavation of the Roman Tewplc on Brean Dowm,
cr assisted by ‘r. Brian Davison of Belfast Un1~
oy )

with iir, ApSinon as dl Trecy .

versity. (An Intecrim Revort 2ppsars in the Procecdings). Bzd weeth
seriously interfered wiﬁh the work but most of the buildings have been
complet cly excavatcd. The work was carriecd on continuously for over six
waeks Voluntecrs have comc frorm mzoay nlacsg; including Gerizny and

3
thcre was an avera_c of 12 on the site. Tvio ainncxess one on the S.W. z2nd
tae other on ac N,W. corner of the tomple were Jocund this yesr, and the
burial showm in the plan lics inside the N.W. annexc. It is ingprusive
and had been disturbed.

An innovetion was %o have the Interim Report pro-printed and available
for salc on the sitc, Income from suck sales has considerably exccedcd
the cost of printing and thc survlusg is ezrmarked for the printing of the
final report. On the other hand the totzl cost of the cxcavation has bcon
of the order of £300 of which Veston-Supcer-Mares has provided about £100
and sundry services, including tocls on the szite, crockery etc., at ficld
headquarters. We thus have to find about £200. So far about £140 has
been collsctea and further contributions would be welcoma. Some roous
at the 0ld Fort at the seaverd end of the Dowm were put =zt our disposal for
Field Hcadquarters. They rroved very comfortatle. Paid catercrs were
employed. The catering and H.Q. ocxpense have been met entircly out of the
charges made to voluntecrs for accommodation and food. The cxcavations
were visited by thousands of holiday makers. Visitors camc specially from
many parts tc sec what vias being donc. We had helpers frow all over the
country some from the faculties of Medicine and Scicnce of the University
of Bristol and visits by members of the staff of these faculties.
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wER. On Lzrch 19th 1959 the socicty will be 40 yezars old. It is pro-
csed to mark the occasion by a dinner to be held =t about this tirc, probably

-
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Saturday lizrch 2lst. A further notice will be issuczd on this mattor later,

EISTORY of the SCCIETY. On various occasions im t:c past fow ycars 1t has
been suggested thot z nistory of the socicty enrould be written. Lors ro—
cently scnior members of the University stafy h:ve eyLersed the vi = thot
such a history, especially of tho ca rli“r yeors, should be preparcd. You
are thercfore invited tc summit accounts and anccdotes about thc socicty
giving dates and nzuncs whaors »ossible, It is admittcd that not 211 the
anccdotes could be publishced but they could be put in thic records for tho
enlightenment of futurcs generations.

D.R. Preston.

Jon. Scorctary.
Scpt. 1958,



