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Caving

Mendip

Apert from a small amount of dizging in G.B. cave ladder
dig, most of the recent work on Mendip this yeer has been
concentrated on our dig at Menor Farm. Since last year,s
large 2mount of spoil had fallen in, and when this was
removed it left the diz in a very unstable condition. To
alleviete this problem the small stream which flows into
the dig was diverted down the velley and a substantiel
wooden framework was built inside the dig to support the
roof end sides. It is now in & very nromising condition and
we invite members to come down during the Summer Vec. and
work the dig. . group of four people would be sufficient.

Recently , et e locel farmers invitation, members explored
a ceve necr 3utcombe. Although this cave has been known of
locally for some time, nobody had ever been in it before, unless
the fermers story about a local who fell down it when returning
home ecross the fields after o party, is to be taken =2t face
value. It consists of & nerr vertical drop of 70 feet followed
by a rift abour 300 feet long, sloping downwards.

Ireland
This yzar the Irish party will be staying over there from
the 27th. June to the 29th. July. The main work to be done
will consist of exploring eond surveying Polcehircloggaun W-1
to its end, & further look 2%t the Doolin system, Aran View
possage in particular, and looking for an upper level continuvation
of the Cool2h River ceve which hes been predicted. 4lso a large
number of rainlall and CaCo3 Tigures will be gathered.

Archeeology

Charterhouse

A trial squrre was o en=2d up near Charterhouse and .'n
amount of Romen pottery was found, including some Samian ware.
Two. ditches of differing date, crossing each other were also
found. Another scqurre, 00 feet away yielded what apperrs to .
be the side wall of » house. This was near to o site which wos
excuvated by the Society several years ago.

Pickens Hole _

The wenther hes prevented 2s much being done at this site
s would have been liked so far this year. There will be &
concentrated cffort hy several visiting archeologists for
three weegs stnrting on August the first.

General
Extreordinary General Meeting

The alterations to the Constitution, to 2llow a2 joint
secretary to be 2ppointed, were proposed and carried uvnanimously.

New Premises

We have recently rcaouired enother room in the University
which will be used as a general archeological workroom for
leying out specimens during cleaning, preserving, and cetaloguing
It will 2lso be used as a stack room for some of the lssser
referred to books end journals in the library.

Troglydites
The librarian has asked if anyone has any copies of the
Troglydites, the megazine which was published by the Society



in its early days, which they would be prepared to donate to
the library, or lend so that it could be copied.

Members' Subscriptions

The new rates of annual subscription fixed at the Annual
General Meeting in March 1964 have now been. approved by Union
Council and will come into force on March 15, 1965 for the Year
1965/66 liembers will find enclosed with this circular a form
of Bankers Order giving the new rate of subscription which applies
to them. Those who already pay their subscription by Bankers
Order and those who would like to do so are asked to fill in
these forms, sign them over a 2d. stamp and send them to the
Hon. Treasurer, Spelaeological Socletyy University of Bristol.
Please do not send them direct to the Bank. The subscriptions
were last raised in 1955 and it took six years before all the
Bankers Orders wew altered. It is gratifying to note how few
members were lost in the process, but nevertheless the Hon.
Treasurer hopes that it won't take quite so long this time.

0.C.L.

Easter Log 1964

Those who never seek adventures never get them, but this
time we got one or two not of our seeking. The party staying in
and around the Marton Arms, at Thornton-in Lonsdale, consisted
of Oliver Lloyd, John Vorley, Tim Hill, Patrick Thomas, Chris
and Kath Ineson, Kit Eaton, Alan Sinclair, David Hobbs, David
Savage, Deborah Simmons, Johnny and Rita Squire, Keith Hanna and
Michael Statham. We were joined by Graham Stevens, Chairman
of the Oxford University Cave Club. Bernard Chapman was un-
able to come but met us in Gloucester, where he gave us 140f%t.
of new ladder. GeoffBond was tiaken poorly and had to cry off
at the last minute. '

Ten of us setv off with nine packs of tackle to ladder
Lost John's Cave on Good Friday. All went well until the
advance party rocched Battleaxe Pitch., We had got rather
stretched out by then, the resrguard having a little trouble
in the neighbourhood of Dome Pot Junction. The lower part of
Battleaxe was very wet and, as there were only two volunteers to
go down the Wet Pltch, they left the tackle there and came
home. A 4%hour trip, rether shorter than expected.

On Saturday fourteen of us returned ta the cave. The
laddering had been as descrihed by me (Lloyd, 1956, iessex C.C.
Jour., Vol. 4, p 54 ), but Johnny didnt't like climbing the
tethersesabove the Cathedral Pitch and hung an extra ladder
there . I still find climbing this crack excellent sport, hut
others do not agree. Johnny, Mike and Graham went down the Wet
Pitch, but found the waterfall too heavy. So we got 6 to the
bottom and two went through the deep pool to the lower end
of the Master Cave.

A relief party of five entered 1% hours later and helped
out with the tackle, while of the first party who had come out
of the cave earlier, three returned later still .and helped
get the tackle up the Cathedral Pitch.

That evening we had visits at the Marton Arms from Alan
Clegg, Bob Leakey and members of the N.P.C., including Roy
Wilkinson, who persuaded us to come down his new cave on
Easter Sunday. This was Thackthwaite Beck Cave, discoverer about
3 years ago. It is in Wensleydale just east of Askrigg, about
2000 ft. above 0.D., in the Blue Scar Limestone ( Net. Grid
Ref. SD. 985911 ).

Sunday was dull and wet, and we hed sleet on the high
moors of Widdale, as we went over to Wensleydele. The party
consisting of Oliver, Patrick, David Hobbs, Chris and Kath,
Rita and John Worley were joined by about six members of the
N.P.C. We climbed three mountains to reach the cave:; a fine
sight, with a waterfall gushing out of a boulder pile at the
foot of a cliff. Rumour had it that there was a second, easier
entrance. Roy Wilkinson was cagey about this. He wante:. to put
us through the old entrance, which is a se&ries of right- angle




saueczes, culte sporting even by lendip standards. Three oI us
upheld the honour of .endip by zetting hrough, but the fourth
got stuck, so "~ ~rd the rest went round the .asy way.
Thacktr "¢ Seck Cave is a resurgsnce cave with .a hori-
zontal stre . o0 e going 16° 7 of N for L mile. It shows
a lot of rco’  lepse, and its mein difficulty is finding the
way betw:t .T.y ‘oulders or negotiating ducks in the streamway
(2t 67 C. ). (b "»5 one beautifully decorated chamber (about

40 x 20 x 17 ~v )} uuorter of the way in. It may, however, be
classific® & o oo piaag,

The r. =« o v oo Hed y did Birkwith Cave and the
through 10 o T s g i1l

On &»° ~r . o oso o0 Ui oan the Wessex at the Crown
Horton-in S T v e T e howeveyr a disturbing
ramour re- - ' o s e el a1 sccident down Tancaster
Hole. Sucer = o oo o, . i turning out to be true.
So we wovt oL o e Lo e o dng our rumour with us.
We found . o choe T Lr e narty, tho seven lions
ho had bLe: o o e, oty rovious day and were now
licking 7 Cooc . oy vy L. promptly went and phoned
Bob Leol~¢ o0 o0 v e e b oaered, so thet no gooner ha.d
we got o T 0 v T e o Mg returned to say that
the rououw . oL ot e v ed oveen drowned in a diving
accider .. R “%5¢ o' Lancaster Hole.

Clomor v oo o, 00y e jurs with., He was a stalwart
caver, ot 0 asie it Lre curer of the C.R.O. and of the
Council ¢.0 .. Ao e g, His wife will still be rem-
embered by » -~ o o the U.B.S.S. by her name, Dorothy.
She sas wit 2yl o occident occurred. The other diver was
Vike Boer . ™. owr oo o up arlter the dive, when the tow
line for o : oo, Clarg went to free it, got
tengled up - e 'seL his gag and drowned. Mike 3Boon
fished him @+ Coo s, onys in spite of adequate artificial
respiratios . o ananverad.

The ~v" ‘ o r ruished. the Wessex had thelr own
troubles oo L v 7ot vom Bar Pot having failced to find
the conn~c- .o~ i oeat vot, while another of which
had desce ... 7 . N Zchorre trip wes overdue. We
stayed to - v ¢ ., L - e %endal chaps showed us some
good pic™ oL At oo dlore s G 7night Phil Davics was rung
up by thoe & R e sl 000 0. had been called out in
respect o . 0w L - o om0 T RL0. forces were over-
strained v "o o0 oo UTtoat and would we send a
strong per. . oo v wo it . o~ Tnn, Clapham. So the Wesscx
sent one »i "7 s cety oo U bo the Marton Arms, gathered
a party tTo o . oo “niowrnt to the New Inn, Soon after
getting tt ... ¢ + - v ¢ the D.P., perty had come out via Bar
Pot and wc oo Lo 0 doim,

On .o : o 2 Lot of time ascertaining the facts of
the Clegg o S 1ing to clear up, while the rest of our
varty retvx 0 o . U was a different Leakey that called on me

that evening. U . .. ~day he had beencalling me "You ruddy intel-

lectuals,” bul ner ~15 thome was "/hy do people go caving?'" It
was a gloomy 7.t i 0 @ very promising cave trip.

Next yeosr e nope to get permission to do the Lancaster
Hole-Ezsc Gill «y "~ us. It has been suggested that we stay st
the New Inn, Cl. .t rm, as the food is good and they like cavers.
Their rates sare -~  the order 25/- B.3. Camping facilities arc
available and ac.t Jdoor is the lManchester Univerity Students!
Caving Hut, Mich T understand we heve becn invited to use.

Back on *ec7in L found a p-thetic little note in the Log
book from Cric< —y. "Nothing to do, so did nothing". He had had
the place to hiw=nlf.

Oliver C.TLloyd.

F.K.Hanna
I.J.5tanding
Joint Hon. Sec.



