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Vigsit by party iiom Coechogslovagic

This 1s a reciproc.l visilt by 2 party of six distinguished cave
scientists from Czechoslov.:litii. under the lecdership of Li. . skiriv nek,
the hezd of the State 1.ture Conservency in Czechoslovekile. The U.ios.o.
is the oiiicicl host to the party waile it is in this country, but
other clubs a.e playir  thelr p: ot and also individuals. Tiae pacty
will Le here from July S1: to loth., It will be in tue sS.istol acea
rtion July 3rd to 6th. 7Thne progrer.e for this pert includes visits to
the University and to our own museui, visits to vcrilous suow caves
and a vislt to (... Cave. Various auvcheaeolo, icel sites are to be
visiteu.

vn bondey July oth at 8.C pm. theie will be & public lectuce on
the Coves o1 Czechoslovekia in the Geogi-phy Lectuie Theatre. Tine
lectusre will include slides and films and on Fnolish trensletilon.
(It may be added thct tile ceves in Czechoslovukic are very spectacular, .

Theie will be, cor.encins in June, an exhibition _wout the ceves
in the City lLuseum, S:iislol. This will be open for zbout a montn.
It will then go on to other places winich will probably include Skipton
and Cerdiii.,

After leoving D.istol the party coes to Co. Clure cud tunen back to
Yorkshire, Desbyshire and Gouth .. les.

Cave study

Under this title & course of 9 meetinss of & class 1s being
crranged unaer tine Depastment ol Lxtre-iuscl Studies, Univeisolty of
biistol. The meetin s will be held, subject to coniirsm.tion, on
Tuesdays 1in the Geogruphy Lectuie Theatre from 7.C to 8.0U Diu.
Detells ¢re obteineble irom the Dept. o uxXtie-irusicl Sluules, cua
pweikley 9¢.y Bristol, . The lecturers will include « nunber riow
outside tue University.

Archiceology

1. CoaAsY LICZULY. A suphlemente.y excevotion of the enticice
causeway between 1lhe b nks was node over the wester period. Two post
holes were {ouna me:king the entrence. The osriginal limits of tue
bank were dete:mined on the west side of the ent.ence. o dateable
objects were found on the primcry turf level under the Dbenk.

2. GATCCLBE, Long Ashton, Bristol. This is an almost unknown
and rorgotten welled liomen town cove:iing at least 12 acres. A small
scale excevetion 1s plenned tuere for June l4th to «6th unde. tThe
direction of .. T-orry Cunliffe, (Lecturer in .omeno-biitish Aichueo-
logy)s; it is in part a rescue 2ig &nd in part a treining dig. IT
you or any of your friends went to nelp, please write divcect to nai,
Cunliiie (Dept. or Clussics, Univeisity or Gristol).

3¢ PICoawmn'S CLE. The set progremme four tuls site 1s frow
August 9th to «9th. Tne working perty will be based on tne U.o,o.o.
wield ... . with trensport d.ily to the site. The directos will be
ou. member si. .. Spdimon. IT ycu are intcrested <nd went to nelp,
wiite to Diw w.il, Trotmen cnd stote the period over whicu you cin nelp.
this 1s open to ..iends as well us menbers.

4, CilaT oUST oChawi 3ITL.  This dig is now scheduled for the
early part of October :nd is expected to stert on Sctusdey October Znd.
The directos in this cese will be Li. Chiistopher Bawvwiett. It is hoped
to open up a further pert of the grid in on attempt to rind The nmaln
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buildi%g of Ybiqn soAfai a?o%t 30 ft. of corridor is known. The site
18 qulte prol i lic. ost of the work will be at week ends ' L
from the Field 11.Q. and working

5. PRIDDY CIKRCLES. It is very disappointing to learn from the

British Museum that the small charcoal samples from the ditch have
proved to be technically unsuitable for Ci4 dating.

Caving
Away Trips SCUUTH WALES

On the week end of the 27th karch, Olive:r Lloyd, Don Thomsor,
ike Viooding, Dave Savage, Keith Hanna, Geoff Wood, Steve herlin and
Helen Donogue went to South Wales and stayed at "Penwyllt Palace.
On the Saturdey Don Thomson took a party down Pant I wr and after
successfully negotinting the boulder ruckles found the "Chapel™, which
is very photogenic. It was judged so delicate by the South Walians
who or;§inally surveyed it, that it has been left out of the survey.
lieanwhile the three diving members of the party, M.J.W., D.S. & O.Cu.Lsy
Joined up with Charles George and did some original explorztion, not in
the Hepste Cave, cs we had hoped, since that was flooded, but in a
new cave found by the British Nylon Spinners in the Taf Fawr. called
Ogof Pont y Meirw. The resurgence sump here is rather a long one and
needs to be looked at again,

On the Sunday we went down Ogof Ffynnon DAu by devious routes,
meeting almost by chance in the Crystal Pool Chamber. From there
we did the round trip by way of the RAWL Series, D,L.L.T's party
going out by the escape route, 0.C.L's purty jumping the alpha ledges.

BASTER TN YORKSHINKE

OQur party of six distinguished itself by doing more caving than
any of the other Mendip parties, of which the B,LE,C. was at the rlying
Horseshoes and the Wessex and Shepton (20 - 30 of them) at the Crown,
Horton-in-Ribblesdale. We were at Claphem. 0.C.L. stayed at the New
Inn, which was an adventage for the rest of the party, who camped,
since it enabled us all to have drinks af'ter hours.

On Good Friday we bottomed Grange kigg and i.H.P.G. had the
misfortune to get en alkali burn which loid him up for a few days.
0.C.L. had hurt his hip the day before and hobbled down to Ingleborough
Cave on & walking stick, wheire he ncted as a cave gulde for the rest
‘of the day, logging up 5 miles oif show cave in 8 trips.

Saturday was very wet, so that by the time we had got to the
bottom of the 60 ft. pitch in Alum Pot, it was evident that we could
get no further with the tackle avoilable; in such conditions one needs
a laodder for the cuscade. Thot evening we met Dave Judson of the C,P.C,

who asked us to join up with his party to do Ireby Caevern on Loster
" Sunday. This we did in one of the most enjoyable four hour trips in
memory. We went down first tackling the pitches, nhis other purty came
down & few hours leter and de-tackled. For the record (since Pennine
Underground is not reliable) here is the tockle we used:

Ireby Cevern, tockle,

lst. Pitch., .28 ft. ladder with short belsy (or none) to two
eyebolts on the left.

2nd Pitch. 30 ft. ladder with short belay to an eyebolt on the
left. Seperate eyebolt on right for lif'e-line.

3rd. Pitch. Wet. 40 ft. ladder. Short belay through flake on
left, Jjust beyond chockstones. 60 ft. life-line.

4th Pitch., 15 ft. ladder with o 2 ft. belay on right wall.
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5th Pitch ("Pussy"). 20 {t. rope for hand-line.

6th Pitch ("Well Pitch"). 25 ft. ladder with short belcy to lef .
60 ft. life-line. y to leit

7th Pitch ("Rope"), which comes immedictely af'terwerds, needs a
10 ft.(ladder ond a short belay. We had not scllowed for it and only
had & 20 ft. waist length of thin nylon, which msde the return Journey
unduly sporting.

_ The cuve 1s not prrticulurly diilicult cnd gives one o ;joud trip
with plenty to do. It hos some distinctly Irish~type me:nder paossoges.

Newrer Home

The Society crected record for the dig ne rest to - pub when,
on tite 4t April, it strrted o dig in the beck y rd of the Hadley Aims
on Coombe Down, Bath. With occasional drsughts 2 cider we had soun
piled up ¢ heap, but after 3 ft. run out of arte. cts into undisturbed
cley. We were shown this spot cs likely to connunicote with the stone
workings, but it seems probable th:t a mistake was made. The idea was
to do & survey for the architect to & scout hut being built in Firs
Field, to find out how fer below the found.t.ons the mine gallery lay.
The dig was azbzndoned the following week,

kembers continue tc¢ dive Sumps II «wnd IIT in Swildon's Hole, with
and without breathing cpprretus. Seven members h:ive now free dived
Sump ITITI. Cnly one disliked it so much that he returned by woy of
Blue Peacil Pessage. Tue virst photogr. phs of Swildon's IIT (Great
Bell) were teken in colour during April =nd have come out guite well.,
The exploration of the far reaches of the cave, as mentioned in tuae
lost Circulsar, have made a little more progress. Four members have now
been through Sump VI, but this is not a free dive. On the 20th Larch
Med.iey, DS, cnd D.P.D. bypassed Sump XI znd explored Sump AII. This
is in @ steeply inclined strike rift, which wes pusned for o0 - 20 ft,
to & depth of about 40 ft., but neither tinen nor subseguently could
a way on be found. A Grade 4 survey wszs then run from Sump‘kII to
Swildon's VI, This shows that the ceve 1s 540 f't. deep, wnicn mokes
it the deepest in England. The total length of passcge beyond Sump VII
ig about 12CC ft. .

Futuie Trips

June 19th, to Yorkshire. The party will leeve Bristol on the
Friday znd stey for up to 3 or 4 days camping. The agenda includes
a possible Dissapointment - Bar or Flood Entrance Pots through trip.
Names to the Hen. Secretery.

July 3Cth to Aug. lst, South Wales, staying at Penwyllt, on the
way home from Irelund. Nemes to Hon. Treasuier.

President, Dr. E.X. Tratmon.
Hon. Secretaries, L.G. Norton aond k.H.P. Green.
Hon. Treasurer, Dr. 0.C, Lloyd.
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