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The narty( nw bering 19 at onc ~oint) was blessed with dry
hourh, on the vhole, rather cool weathur, althouch there were two
very 1ot ﬂ*yq when Ule gand at Doolin wes too hot to wali on.
Only on Sunday July »0th was there cnourh rain vo make the caves
inmassable.

The swallet F17( now Poll-Killioon BZast), which it had becn
hoped would provide, together with a neijhbouring one, upn to a wmile
of nassagc gave nnly about 500ft. The other swallet nroved Go be
iwnenotrabﬁble, thourh our members successfully exnlored 20C ft. of
man--made water condult, leading from a ruined cotbeage down to the
actual swalleti I17 may be the cave described some yeurs a;o by
Iike Doon(.i..C.C.) but we ot a 1ittle further than he did.

Cave diving was done at the sumng of Poll-an-Tonain and the

Joolagh uiver Cave with very little result. How vcr, vihe large aven
Just before the gunn in the C.1.C. was climbed. It was 110 £t. Lo
just below the surface and connects to Tthe ovening “ust west of the
ruin nean ?ollciuober ferm house. Yhus when this Oﬂbﬂllw snouts water
under flood conditions there 15 at least a head of 410 £t. bLeuind it.

clance at the conbtours on the man uﬂd the relationchip of The cave
to them makes 1t abundontly clear uhat when this zven is active
outward s then the whole cave is filled.
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Tilcorney survey was counleted excent for
bovtor of the GO ft. ”ﬁLbCﬂ“

The wajor Tiscoveries of new nassages were in the Doolin Cave
sysbem., oS¢ eral uHQMOMEd et hnve been LUUHE, vut have not as yeb
been surveyved, so the poﬁiuduG is subdect to LO"fOJGiuﬂ, fueh of the

new nassasges consist of the orlviu;T pich level series, with thoedir
own tributories, stretching frow the oxbows Cownsbtream of t.e Loolin
Dry Tributary to the oxuow ulcvr the Lll* Wile is iuut cnocher “ob

to be ceomnnleted in 1967, wxnloration ob uhe suwn was coxried cnovher
160 £t. at low tide ond under very low wobsr Omp¢u19ns, The sump
was abt 19 .76, v.D. ! ‘

Poulnagollum was still closed to all harbles, including U.B.S.8.
A trin down Poulelva showed that the through way opened by u.W C.C.
was the way first found by U.B.23.5. but nob passediby Paem, so why
it has been called Nerthrr Vale remains a mystery.

Direct measurements of the rate of limestone solution, using
an apparatus des_ured by Kieth Henna is in progress., Ib is honed
to include a briefi note about this in the forthcoming issue of Proc-
eedings, He also produced an anparatus for measuring drip rates at
selected places, The recording can be done in a car ﬂt the roadside
if bne leads are long enough, Jjust the Job for armchair cavers,

Perhaps the two amusing highlights of the trip were the.rescue
of a goose, alive and with its feathers still Lmuact from Poleonough
South, and the recovery, rescue is hardly the right terms of a party
of another caving club which was unable to 11nd its way up the Doolin
cave from Fisherstreet Pot beyond the Aill mﬂlbuuarya and had been
wandering round the pool for three hours,

i The mystery of the second set of sea caves described by I.A
Baker ( 9 Ldvenbures Undorrround” ) wes solved. The caves lie in 'he
shale cliffs stretching frem Doolin Uirand to the Cliffs of loher.
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There is, incidentally, a leC glacially eroded platform at 50ft. O.D.
here, There are five caves, which could nrobably in most cases be
xplored using a rubboer ﬁlﬂg%v launched at the cave mouth on a calm
day rather tThan by anproach from the onen sea.

Caves at Sballee Castle and at Polinagalloor were examined,
They are not extensive, A reputed cave near Kilshanny proved on in-
vestigation to be an unusual form of souug“raln, or Derhaﬁs an unusual
form of chambered tomb.

Pollnagollum, ZFore stry Commission works on the east flank of
Slieve Elva, “north of Cehir Bullog have produced conditions of rapid
run off of rain water., As the swallebs in the area feed either Upper
Pollnagollum or Branch Passage Gallery West, this cave nmust be added to
the list of those in which a rapid and nOGen ially dangerous rise in
wabter level will occur with comparatively little rain,

Cullaun 1, Gaffer's CGulch (0ld Streamway. The survey was com-
pleted., The north end noint is approximabtely level with the southern-
most point of Cullaun Zero and about 100 yds. west, where tThere are
two large shekeholes, All are a short distance north of Cullaun
Farm House.

L Tratman

Manor Tarm Swallet

At the beginning of summer camp week, 1966, after nearly four
months of Drepa?atlon (anolvwnm the lﬂylng of ﬁlﬁCu to carry and
direct The stream and digging oulb the nprevious winber's f£ill), the
dig was at the near record depth of 4O ft. Work started on the second
Thursday in June when Mike Norton, Chris Gilmore, Feter Kaye, and
Ray Cleaver dug out about 80 buckets and uncovered a rock ledge. This
forced us to dig up the valley for a few feelt, and by the end of the
day a strong draught had developed, The following day was spent in
shoring, since we were now a gocd © It, below the solid structures

installed two years ago. ) :

m Thc Saturday saw a good sized dlgm & oa'tV9 Dave Savage, Mike
Norton, Xieth Hanaa Tan Standing, and Ray Cleaver. They were at the
site r6150ﬂaolv carl The draumnu had COMhlbtely dLS&ﬁﬂeaIGd and

a lot of time was soonﬁ digring out the collapsed fill, We were now
digging out & oonnaravaely loose mixbure of gravel and rocLo, and were
obv1ous?v following the route of Tthe strecam, Near bﬂo hundred buckets
mark, D, §. rediscovered the draugnt and changed with 1.G.N, at the face,
After another ten buckets one could hear rocks falling beneath, and
when the floor suddenly descended 2 or 3 ft. and settled it was fairly
obvious that a breakthrough was imminent. ©Sure enough, the removal

of a few large boulders ch“ a hole large enough To enter, One dromped
into a steeply descending nassage with solid rock in the roof and to
one's right, and very loose boulders on the floor which sloned downe—
wards at about 40°, ~After some 20 fb. the bou%d@rs became more stable
and the slone levelled out to apnvoxi”atclj 207. The passage was

now around 15 ft. wide and 4 ft, high with a rift 10 to 12 £t. hich
running along the right hand wall. The tiny trickle of & stream ran
along The left hand side of the passage and disammeared through a tiny
hole between roof and floor 40 ft. or so Ffarthor on. At this noint

the 1hole nassare was blocked as the boulder choked floor met the

roof, As it was the end of the day, we left it at that, and celebrated
with the farmer and a bottle of his sherr

On the Sunday some of us set about abtacking the choke, while
others attemnted some shoring. It was soon found that an upner series
existed, as one could see¢ a numbcr cof svnaces between calcited boulders
in the roof of the rift.However, the largest of Tthem was still too
tight to get through, so the boulde °s 1in the mniddle of the nassage were

Lbcokca since there was a gan of a few inches between roo¢ and floor,
through which ceme a draught. Progress was slow, and after about
half an hour ¥.,K,H.'s voice was heard, rcauesblno us aTT to come out

quickly lest we nerish, A salvo of rocKs came hurtlin ng down the slope

(o)



1966 : U.B.S.5. CIRCULAR 3

;rom the brealkthrough noint to add a little weight to the request.,

We promntly made our way out, and it became obvious that the upstream
£i11 wall would have to be ouﬂOOTLCQ before any more descents could be
made, However, when !.G.N. was sawing some wood. on the older shoring
and caused a few dozen largish fOCKS to collapse around F.E.H., it was
deemed advisable te retire for the day.

That night it rained continuously, and inspection of the dig.

he following day revealed that a three ton boulder was blocking the
breﬂhtnroagh hole, and that the lower sections of shoring had been
ruined in its descent. he welb f£ill was in a state of continuous
movement and was not safe much below where the water pipes end., I%
was obviously a complete waste of Time bo do anybthing to the shaft in
this condition, so it was declded %o sink a new shaft inbo the upper
series some 40 ft, down the valley., The site was duly chosen and
M.G,N. and R.L.C., dug the first few feet. During the rest of the week
selid rock was reached and the use of explosives made the depth 8 ft.,
a w1nch making the hauling of buckets much easier, :

Since then a fence has been put un around the dig, brieze blocks
biult around the upper, carthy sectlon, and bthe depth increased to 12
.Lt.

This shaft has wmeny advantages over the other.
1), It is well away from the stream, so is diggable all the year
round by two O mOTE peonle.
2). The shaft is through solid rock, so no shoring problems will
- be encountered. ‘
3). The shaft, when completed, will be a pnermanent structure sulbable:
for use by a*¢ cavers, while *He 0ld shaft was complebtely undermined,
and would have had to be stabilized somehow before other clubs could
descend.

The rate of orogress is, however, very slow, and to make effic
ient use of explosives shotholes have to be drilled at the rate of one
every thrcoe guarters of an hour. It is proposed Lo hire a rock drill
for weekends, and this will Specu i the process tremendously. Unfort-
unately this costs money, and the Sooiety hes spent nearly all it
can afford this vear on blocks, digging tools, cement, eLo. We would
therefore be very grateful for any donations which memour could offer
towards the cost of the drill and accompanying equipment. If we do
have this machinery, we should be uhroun b0¢orc next summer,

Please send any donations to Dr. E.K.Tratman, Penrose Cotlbage,
Burrington, neer Bristol,

G.DB.Cave

An article on the new discoveries is in GLCSS. Uﬂfortunately,
the cost of printing colour illustrations proved to be far beyond
our financial capacity, and only the black and white phob sographs will
be nublished.

As from 1st September, the cixtensic re beins onened vo other
clubs, subject to additicnal rules to safeguerd the Series and its
visitors.

The total lensth of the extension is over the 1400 ft. mark,
‘he chamber cver che boulder ruckle (Gruat Chamber) is here counted
as %350 ft, as its dimensions are 200 ft, by 150 ft., end its arca
approaches an acre,

M.G.Norton

Read's Grotvto

'

0 has been a ncg]ectcd cave, probably

For a long btime Read's Grott
because it consists of llctlo more than a short nasty crawl leading
into & small chamber. Harlier this yesr however the cave was entercd
with a view Lo assessing its dl.rzn potential,
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Cne of Lhe first Lﬂlnrs noted was the strong draught. Investig-
ation of the boulder wnile at the southern end of the chamber revealed
that there was a fair possibility of Lvndjﬂg a way on by dlU,LQW
through bPS boulders. This idea was shelved for the time being, how—
ever, due to the dangerous nature of the se boulders, Eventually
most lilkely looking nlace te dig ahqenvﬁ to be amongst some ca101b6~
cemented boulders on the west side of the chamber. Afuer permission
to dig was granted by the Charterhouse Caving Committ these boulders
were banged, and an opening wes made which rivealed a dron into a tight
vadose Uubgm?o through loose boulders, This was followed for about
50 ft. before it bccame finallv Dlocked with boulders. The end of
this passage was laber cstimated Lo be about 25 ft. beneath the south-
ern end of the chamber., Consgiderable work has bcen done hero over
the last few months both by blasting and dizring, though the latter was
difficult due to inadequabe gpace to put the prll In spite of the
difficulties of digging at this place, there was considerable encour-
agement from the presence of a strong draus.ht, and what anpeared to
be a swmall chamber beneath the boulders, Unzor:uﬂab 1y work at this
site was ended for the btime being by a fall of about half a ton of
boulders which narrowly missed the dinger during dinming onerations,

Due to the denger of working at this site and the good nrospects
of discoveries in the cave, other places in the chamber are being
examined and so fer at lcast one very promising place has been found,

D.Bavage

AWAY TRIPS

Yorkshire,July 4th and wecek following

The party arrived on Friday night and steyed at the Bolbon Hutb
near Settle; On Saturdey, all the narty (Ollvef TWoy Iike Norton,
Dave Bavage, Pete Standing, Peter Kaye, and Chris Gl_nore), warmed upn
with a trin down Alum Pot, followed by a visit Lo the Lost John's
Magster Cave on Bunday.

After C,C.L, and I1.G.N, had returned to Bristol, the others
stayed on and did Penypghent, Meregill, Lencaster-iiasegill, and looked
at the newly diocovnr d Swinsto Master Cave via Simpson's Pot. The
general verdict was that Yorkshire's severe nots are vastly overrated,
as the longest trip was Penyshent at 624 hours, tackling and deuacxllng.

While the Yorkshire trin was going on Tan Standing, Kit Eaton,

and some others snent a few days in South Wales, during which they
visited Agen Allwedd,

ARCHALLOLOGY

Hyaena Den, VWookey Hole

The major effort hcecre has had to be postponed to next year,
The OTlﬁ_nﬁl programmne depended on a number of experts being available
to take part., DMinor soundings will be done, however, commencing atb
the wo;kuend September 3rd to 6uh5 and conbi nuing on uopucwbcr 11th to
12 th., (September 10th is the day of the main session of the B.S.A.

confercnce in Bristol.)

Picken's Hole

The entrance passage is yielding quite a numbor of remains but no
humen materiel. There is still some more work Ho be done, in part-
icular to trace the "Bear Ieyer" inbo the cave, Work conbtinues at
most weck-ends, especially on Sundays.

Stolzeleicgh Camp

Lt is intended to make a series of trial soundings in the int-
erior ofthe camp with the object ofobtaining dating material.
Mr, Haeldene will be in charge. The period will be the first two

weelts of October., A major excavabtilon is not intended.
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FROCEEDINGS
The next issue is cxpected to be sbout 80 »nages long, and 1T
is honed that it will be ready by the end of October, though it nay
well be later,
SESSIONAL TIEITINGS 1960-67
ALL TinsTINGS Asts HifD IN D GuOGRaPHY L.CYUMRL LulsATRE O
HONDAYS AT 8 . /]5 Teille
y
Monday Oct., 10th Film evening
Monday Cct. 31sv Caving in Jamaica M, lichael Boon
Mondeay Nov. 271st Settlement Pattcrns Dr, P.R.%Fowler
in Iron Age and Roman
Britain
(In conjunction with
Dept. of Classics)
Monday Dec, bth Industrial Archaeology Mr, Neil Cossens, B. A.,
(In conjunction with LAMLA,
Dept. of Classics)
1967
Monday Jan. 17th The Valley of the Assassins
(In conjunction with Mr. Peter Willey, M.A,
Dept. of Classics)
Monday ¥Feb., 1%th Dan~yr--Ogof r. W.H.IitTle
Monday lMar, Gth Annual General Meeting
Presidential Address (commencing c. 9.00 n.m,)

Carnac and Round Aboutb

Dr, B.K.Tratman, 0.B.i.
F.5.4,

x

M.G.Norton
T, Atkinson

Joint Hon., Secs,



