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In July we werc blessed with exceptionally dry and at times very
hot weather. The main discovery was a cave between the known end of
Poulnagreec and Polomcga. The cnthusiasm of Dan Hasset and others led to
the exploration of a crecpy crawly cave over 1500 ft., long with a fine
pitch at the end, Poll Ballynahown named after the townland, This cave
nicely fills the drainage gep between Poulnagrce and Poulomega. Good work
was donc in the Doolin Cave in exploring thc passages discovered in 1967.
A thousond feet was surveyed herc and a further thousand ft. was -
discovered in the Echo Pot Serics. Echo Pot itself proved to be 28ft.deep
and led to 130 ft. of passage cnding in a sump, dived for 110ft. without
success. A& totol of 2500ft, was surveyed in the serics,

Many fluorcscein tests planned could not be run because of lack
of any watcr at all at the swallets., Swallet Dle., was traced, as - it o b
predicted, into the cave close to the Great Boulder Fall., The Bradford
Pothole Club have greatly extended Poulawillin, It first goes south and
then west. With ordinary water levels it is doubtful if the first part
from the bottom of the double pitch is passablc as ther: is a nasty, long,
low, tight crawl in the stream and this part is probably a sump. A party
from another University reported that they had got along the Termminal
Passage at the bottom of the Coolsgh River Cave to the sump and found an
aven which they had climbed for 20ft. We did this in 1967 and the aven
was climbed almost to the surfacc, 110ft., measured,

THE GRELT FLOOD - JULY 10th, 1968

As much as 7 inches of rain fell in various parts of Mendip
during the 24 hrs. of Wednesday 10th, of July, ond the effects on its
caves have proved rather startling., More dctailed accounts of the
flooding have appearcd in the Belfry Bullctin and other journals, but as
it has affected the Society wc have noted the following.

G.B., CiLVE: -~

The stream overflowed and rcached the blockhouse, buckling the
outer gate so severely that we have had to remove it. Inside, the .
cntrance crawl has disappeared and it is now possible to walk upright op
far as the First Grotto. Herc the cntrance to the Mud Passage routc has
been completecly buricd by flood dcbris and the present way into the cave
is via thc Wet Way. The Gorge where the Wet Way enters is a sea of mud,
19-18 ins., decep and very unplcasant ( a new shakehole in front of the
blockhousc is probably responsible ). The Bridge is still intact strangely
cnough, but the floor below it has been scoured to the bedrock so that it
is now possible to walk underneath.The 40 foot pitch is a good deal
longer than beforc and in gcneral, the floor of the Gorge is sceveral feet
lower than previously. Wastcr must have backed up considerably at the sump
sincc water cntcerced the Ladder Dig Scrics and has made thce boulders therc
a good deal morc unsteble, No water entered Bat Passage and it seems to
have been sinking around the old breck-through point - a possible route
to further stream passage.

MANOR FLRM: —

Furthcer sccnes of woe and destruction, Watcr was pouring in
through the front door of Manor Farm and out through the back windows. It
partly filled in the the old swallet hole, tore away the fence around the
last dig blocking the shaft with rubble and decad branches, and with final
abandon opened up a new hole to the left of the shaft (facing down-valley),
about 30ft. in diamecter and 50 to 70 fcet dcep., & survey and more dctails
will appear in the ncxt copy of Proceedings., Surprisingly cnough (consid-
ering thc past history of this dig), this has taken us into thec cave, The
snag is, of course, that it has becn blocked by all the clay and boulders
which fell in. & small side-rift, from which a strong draught initially
emerged, has lcd us into an aven packed with unstable boulders of
frightening proportions and digging hcerce has become very difficult.s fresh
assault may now be made ot the clay choke in the main passage.

BURRINGTON COMBE:— .
In the Twin Brocks, Burrlington, grecat damage was donc.Tho
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detritus fan in both vallcys has to be scen to be believed., Stones up to
football size werc swept down and right out of the Combe., In Velvet Bottom
flood waters scoured the vallcy and finally the cmbankment of the road at
the head gave way and producced o tidal wave. Lt Lower Farm, gates were a
suept away ond where the joined valleys debouch at Black Rock .into Cheddar
Gorgc the floods wecrc over 6 i+, deep right across the valley. Chedder
Gorge was excavated in places down to bed rock,

4 RCHAEOLOGY

ork has continucd at the Hycns Den ‘Wookey Hole but bad.weather .
has severely hampercd brogrcss, The next job is the removal of the mass of
talus that has fallen in since Boyd Dawkins snd Balch dig their digging at
the cave. Jbout onc quarter of this has booen rcmoved, On completion there
Will be a facc nearly 20 ft. high of Pleistocecne material,

Stokeleigh Comp has proved quite exeiting this ve 3
sondage thc corncr of a dry-stonc-walled buildinggwas foﬁgg?‘Tigsoggts in
well with the cvidence for square and rectanguler huts in the Iron age
Hill Forts of the Welsh Marches and also for those of wood of the carlicr
secttlement at Glastonbury Lake Village. In another cutting, 'D', two hut
floor levels can be distinguishcd set one above the other but not quite
concentrically. Both arc of Iron .ge date though so far the pottery sccms
to be similer at both levels., There arc indications that the site was
first occupied in Iron 4ge '4' times. Quitc an array of objects besides
pottery have becn found including iron knives(two types), part of an iron
ring-hecaded pin(Iron .ge 'i' type). :

JUBILEE 1969

The Society was founded on March 19th, 1919, The nearvcst Saturday
for thec Jubilce mceting is Saturday March 22nd, 1969, Pleasc note this
date. The provisional programmé includes a lecture by the distinguished - -
archacologist Miss Kathleen M.Kenyon C.B.E., M.h., D.Lit,, F.B.i. who will'
talk on her '"Excavations ot Jorusalem)! This will be followed by a dinner
at 1900 for 1920 hrs. to be held in the Scnior Cormon Room, Scnate House,
Tyndall's Park Road. Dress loungc suits, The guestg of honour will be the
two founder members yho arc still members of the Society., There will be
very few spceches so as to give ample opportunity for friends to get
together and talk, If therc is cnough support there will be g gentlec
caving trip on Sunday.

The celebrations will be open to members and their wives or husbe
ends, as the casc may be., Former members, wherc their addresses arc known,
will be eligible to attend and will be notified in duc coursc., Former
members may bring their wives/husbands. Guests other than the official
guests will not be allowcd. 5%

PREHISTORIC SOCIETY

The Bristol maeting held during the week Sept. lst.-7th. was well
attended. The Society played a prominent part in the progremme =2nd its
work was rcvicwed in one of the major papers presented to the mecting.
Publications of the Socicty wcre in decmand. The tcecmporary guide (E.K.T.)
to the parties visiting ‘Jookey Holc was able to persuadc some of the
parties to sing in the Third Chamber. The excavations at Stokeleigh Camp
were visited by two partics. One of thesc cnded the visit in moonlight,

PROCEEDINGS

Vol. 11, No. 3 will be availablec to members shortly. The issuc
for 1969 will be thc Jubllec issue and it 1s intended to bring it out nt
the beginning of March, 411 contributions intendcd for that issuie must be
rccelved by the cditor not later than Nov, 20th, 1968,

! . .
'Caves of North West Clarc'
4 scperate notice about this book accompanies

the circular,
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SESSION.LL MEETINGS

There are therc the normoal number of 6 meetings ngain this year,
of which one 1s the AGM, They are :

P. 4. Standing - 'U.B.S.S. BExpedition to Cgechoslovakia'
-Monday 14th, Octobecr

H.C.Bowel M,Ah, F.S.is. - 'Prchistoric agriculture'
~Tucsday 12th. Novembar

Mrs. 4.Erdington - 'Ecology of Caves'
-Monday 2nd. Dcccmber

Dr.J.M.Woolcy - 'Cave Photography'
~Friday 24th., January

Mr.J.G.Macqueel - ‘sassyria’
~Priday l4th. Fcbruary

Dr.E.K.Tratman O,B.E., F.S8.4., M.D, - The 4.G.M., 'Early Mendip Coving'
-londay 3rd. March

COLOUR TRANSPARENCIES (2 by2 in.)

A number of these on erchaeological subjects arc now available,
Pricc 2/- cach plus postage. Orders to Librarian please., The price allows
a small profit per slide and this profit would be morc than absorbed in
postage so the slides cannot be sent post-frec

1. The pottery from barrow T5 (opposite hut)

2. Model (Dr. Taylor) of Tynings Farm ‘est barrow.

Be oo oo oo s Central barrow.

4, Pottery from North barrow Tynings Farm.

5. Read's Cavern. Shackles, brooch, and ring.

6. Batons, tolly bone and amber- Gough's Cave Cheddar (from costs),

¥

Plecase quotc numbers when ordering,
o



