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ChITiS FepeerT

For a change I didn’'t hawe to pester people for articles
ivi fact there zre more in this issuUe than usual. M= sl=s0

Raws more eEws on the latest finds in the MHandips . 2uEm
c own doorstep it BarrTington. I+ wold B2 nice o b2 3
to resort that the UBSS had made some of the nsg ground O
Mendip, BUt ouy main =ite (G.B.) 0E =till Rolding us bBack.
act for the lack of 2ffort by the dedicated few. Az Can be
sz from Linda s article.

The club j= akout to reorder T shivis and spestshiTts, Bt
we =till kave zome of the old stock l2ft a5 fol lowes -
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Ans oEinions expressad in thi= Journal are those of the
guthor and not EcsesSsZar il thos=e of the Edi tor or the
Univercity of Bristol Spelasological Society.
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ars E’-.-'E D i T
Are woun coning, please inform OLiver H.Z.H. F. If
= 1 before we Rave o dinner every yYear J t the

WD T L THRLNET b
Hut on BUTTington, RoSst Turkey with all the trimmings. =i
most excellent ewvenind. ,

o be held a3t 14.30hvrs. on Saturday 157th Harchk., in
iz Gyrad Club.

-

Dinner.
Also on Saturdas 17tk a2t 1930073, WE zhatl B2 dinind
at =@.00RvE. UVenue Graduste Club, bookable througk the

secistariss.

IHFORTERHT HOT ICE

The lock on the HUT is 1o b2 changed for 3 sECuT ity tvpe
on o about the 13t of Jdanuary 1954, If vou have reed of a
ke plesse write to the sacretary., There wWill only B2 one
iszue of kews which Will remain the property of the zoCiety
at =it times, and thues can be withdrawm it the nesd arisas.
Ezck ke wWill be wumbered and cannot be copied. The Cost has
=1 decided wet. bBut will B2 in the order ot fivez

Thi= will b2 vefundable if the kv 1= rEturnad for
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O IER TS LIABIL I TY B IR L

Oue to lobksing, discussions and consultatiovn. ez
Gcovermnsent agreed eavlier this y2ar to intoduce a BEili tio
ammend legislation in respect Of Landownar s Liabkility when
their land is used for recreational purposes. The QoCupier’s
Ligbility Bill 1933 was introduced in the Houz=e of Lovds in
July and recesived an wnoposed second reading.  Lord Hunt wWas
one of the speakers and both caving and monntai neEeTing were
ment ioned.

Under the original Occupier’s Liakil
Unfait contract Terms ACt 1775, the mes
Witk the landowner. Resulting in the i
proklems of the paszt few Years. z=emtis
Wwill expect landownsrs to owe 3 dutls of =
persons on theiv land if A dangsr is known o 2Hist andt 11 =
one Wwhick can be reasonskly protectad agsinst. Howeweay . =
landowmer Wwill B2 able t0 discharaes responsibility iF 3
warning i= given and the rizks are willingly accectsd. This
should =olve mary of the existing access problemns for Caves,
Bt will not affect Mines etc.

FEaFF> 1+=&3= Steve MoArdiz
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Thisz =trangs and secretive vitual e z3ain this
vear and a few of us actually witnes 2d it. ThE presarations
for new kesn hard cavers were precizely plannsd a7
caleulated in the pub hours befora the actual suent had
comnpletely finishedeescezssseaas

Linda comgi led the bookiet fo0 U= a3ain this vear 20d
sure it was printed on time, and SOome PTEPATEIIONE WETE @
for the first weskend. The Hestbury contingent bodked [am
=t and the Clifton group went ocut 0 the hit o oCut wWood
the fite and the new poll. A couple foom Hest Fark ewven want
out again to put the floor on the poll and aivr the bedding
fevicting a rat in the process).
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Faffw itself arvived and a few of the committes Jjoinsed 2
couple of active members On wednesday night to =et Lup Shiop

w

before retivTing to the bBar. ThuTsday and Friday passed
quistly by with most of the active ztudents spending 3 couplia
of Rours on the stall, OCL was the most permnan nt fixtunre.
The grand (7)) total of students this ¥2ar Was £4 . zome 25 of
whiom were first wears. Despite the low hall it ==ems that wWe
haue quite a feu enthusiasts and =0 far nome of the first
weaTs has been outstandindly inept.

The first weskend began as usual outside the wnion o
early it the mormnind. il the freshers were insgpived to
wisit Burrington B the zlide sound sequence of the night
Eefora.

The cars and minibus were soon parked 2t the top O
zoramkle up to the Hut and bewildered fresher:s WeT
of to leaders.
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and Jdan=t took & groug, Ken Miller tock 3 Ccouple 0 SUmE 2
and Stews and Mike took 3 couple, Clive and Hirsten went 232

well bt the freshers khad run out B then.
Rich Barker and Erica took a recTit of Last o wear doumnm



G.B. and then ke went home - I wonder what they did?

Faul and Hartin were pevsuaded to take o fau unforidnates
down Mine Barvows and Sludas Fit by the Burvington Cavers znd
dragged Hick along a= well. Hartin was aat impressad by the
causes and, according to reliable sourses, =23id =0 b
different wave., ‘One fresher lost his Bag (it was
caught hitching through Burrcington) and went homs Bl N
others went down G.B. with Hick to s2e a3 Cav=.

Linda took H.BCOPY Ian and & fresher down hee Special =21
teijght of the best caves in Burrington Combat,

Saturday night was of course extremely good and 2uen
Martin cheered up Calthouahk 3 fight nearly oocurred ke tuesn
ws and a few music lovers it the next room) @ H o roudy btz was
cyrammad to bugling and careered up to the Rt via the ford
Witk the door keld shut By some of the les:s drunken
PasZendars.

A late nigkt with light relief provided by Fhil {ihs
Euckety Baker and Chris {Grakham and Linds Raving retired to
their tent =arlyr was followsed by a 13te morningd.

Sundass caving was a Jdrastic cure for hangouers., HET
Miller took two of Ris Saturday cavers on oa round 0ip
fwithout Bailing the Ducks!y. Hick tock 3 cougle of MHine
Barrons weterans Jdown to SUumE Z.

Chris and 2 khard fresher went with Bob Feat down t2 ihe
Hest End extension of Eastwater, and a3 faw went down =B, HH
aot lost and led a C35 trip instead.

After packing up the tent palace, the temporarty oover 1 15
the poll Cnow garnished by 8 "mega doody shute" couvissy o
SAMY we carted our knacked freshers back to Ratl oand MM took
Ean Hil lers car kews back to Swildons so ken could gt
Chand=d.

CELAwTd MEEREHD Hick Fatrick

Thi=s w=ars trip to Dewon was a2 feu wesks earii=r in the
= =gz
iq G

=
term than it preEliols Mears. to trw and enciursge t i
numbeTs of new menkers, who are arround at o ihe Eegi

term to wventure 2 little fuvther from Briztol. to 222 izt =
real caving weskend i3 about. Unfortustels only 2 fauw fivst
weEgrTs (el Il anel dared to wisit Dewon oo oExCciting Cales.

Mot to B2 put off by thiz, 3 mzasonabkly fuull mini—-bBus

l=ft Bristol and arrived a few hours later at "The
Hater-mans" the favoured pubk in Buckfastleigh. Afisy
deciding the rain wasn't going to stop, we drouve up to th
Fengslly Centre Jour home for the weskendd to changs for =
trip down Prid.

He =glit into two groups once inside the Cale ai it Sid
to explore all the muddy holes we conld find, many of which
we found several times. Unfortunately we were ansbis o Shiim
i1 the lake as there were people divind, but we did wallow if
most of the muddy pools Prid has to offer.

Half of the cavers returned to the Centre in Z20d time
and cocksd tea. Steue McArdle s party decidad to spend theis
time exploring all the passages off the first gunction f_jtst
inside the entrancey several times until they fond theiT o way
out, adding ancther hour 0 theiv fTiR.

Two Sifferent caves werse wisited on Zundas: Martin Harrin
lead 3 trip around Afton Rift for those keen on 3reas:
trauerses and bat watchind, ke manaded to find his wal arCud
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the "round trip" this wear and Alison managed to stay on the
traverse, much to Rer relizsf.

The test went down Bakers Pit with Mick FPatrick who this
vesr manaasd, with the kel of Ian (our first wearl. to owizit
a part of the cave he had not been in before, Upfortunately
they were unable to proceed with the explovaticon 3= & ladder
waz neseded to descend a pitch they found. The vest of their
time was spent grotting in apd around the boulders and the
small stream until they got bored. Then they all went o 3
swim in the river Dart to wash off and cool down.

GIITHMNES=S, POTHRTOES AHD BEEANEST
Steve MoATdle

This wvesrs expedition to the Burven consisted of
Herkivores HEen Harold, Tim Barton and Haren Lewis and the
Carnivores Stewe HocArdle and OLiwver Llovd. He stawvad in

g

=
Lisdoonuarna at the cottage which use to hawve a gresn voof
and floorboards.

He eventually assembkled in Lisdoonwarna having traveled b
car, bus and hitcking, nesding to recover from the trip we
spEnt the first day swimming and sightsesing around
Hilcornay.

The drouvght continued to the second day =0 we madse for the
Feraus River Cave, collecting Karens left lug3age on the was.
Me sweated around the overgaroth, undergroth and a fairv bii of
througharoth it wetswits till we found the entrance. Lotz -of
fairly small passages with 3 strong outward drauvakt led into
the larger passages and some interesting bowlder Chokes, LWE
got to gurale chamber but had to come out a= ken wWas Elinded
in @ mud fight ¢1@4s and all that). He =pent 3 fun tim=
trving to get out of the entrance, lots of exits Bt omly ons
passakle {the draught was less useful hered.

The 1next daw Karen staved in the sun and the
spelasologists went dowm Callaun Z. 0 see if an aven off
vear passage went to the surface, near the main entranca =
stzted in CofCCy. HWe found the climbk impossibly SlLippery 30
put in one bBolt and came out because of the time.

The =uy Was =till unokscurred so the n2at day Oliver
decided to take us on his tour of the Burren, Joe Hean Zame
With us and a fun time was had finding flowers and killind
horseflies, the drought had only reduced the flowers. The
afternoon Was s=pent it the =ea .

Back to somes Serious spelasology aglain and the third
attempt to radiolocate a point in Doolin Smithe Wwith the
suirface. Mot only did that-bloody—machinge work this time but
We suryvessd the aven streamway connecticn we found Last »ear.

Ancther dav of spelasclogy in Callaun £, Ken put in 3 Eolt
while Steuve and Karen did the cave, then Karen left and Stave
finished the climk standing on =lings. In the paszage Sisus
placed a bolt for descent and further access,. then et UE
the pazzage ¢(im x 1.5m) for some distance with no sign of an
enitrance kefore coming back again because of time. The Tope
was left for another tTifP.

Two davs caving was enough, 3o we spent a day on Inisheer
finding zome wierd plants and swimmingd.

For the third time Callaun £ was visitaed and Ben and Steve
found the passage ended just round the corner at a hole 10
the zurface, not at CE, bBut 3t CEk.  The surwel Was akbandoned




pecause of bBoredome and short (233 (tha SUTWVeXE. nat Rensl.

A surface survesw was done and the other passage at CEb pushed
by Stewve with no sign of diminishing foy over i@gdm. Jim and
Karan spent the day looking at C5.

We finally a9t into Rilcornsy Cawee next daw and Climbsd 10
the top of the aven in the lowey main =2ries found at Easter.
A Eolt was placed ond the overhana climbed by Ken using the
bolt, wires and Steve for aid. He turnad back shortly at a
rift which h& =3id had footprints on. He then vaced down to
GOUY passage extensions as far as 34B squeeze and then came
out ¢I'm 42A anvway), well overdus and too late for a3 SWil.

The next day the enthusiasts went looking for ferns and
mending wetsuits, Steve took Joe Kean down Poulna ol lum.

Joe made it to Foulelva and back in threz2 hours,. an
imgressive first trip.

Lamps and enthusiasm recharged the lads returned to
Eilcorney for our last daws cawving. He laddered Hen's
overhang and f=ll down his rift, theen a seriss of bBouldery
rifis were followsd down into some Cross passages until we
found the lowsr part of Gour passage extensions at the &t
Frog. Rfter a tripg to the sump we =ypuaved ot 833 far as
possible beforse lamps began to fail and then hurried out.

e Rad met Martin Farr a couple of times and been ARl =R i =
finds, this b2ing a8 series he had found from the othar end a
couple of davs earlier. The size nins mud prints were his
{M.F. was not Man Friday after all).

Getting the gtutinous K1 mud off tackle and surwes gear
ook the next dav before we split wup o 90 home. There wars
= foug o londs sgpesrind as we left s0 it has grokably Tained
oy 11

DS SER= IrM THE D[DARLES Steve MoArdle

This summer =34 the club inwolued in three ma_iowr
spelasological undertakings, the traditional Guimmes:s and
Potatoss trip which found a few caves and lots of flowers,
the Hestbury contingsnts “Uitimate Burrington experience’ and
the semiofficial ‘Dossers in the Dales expedition’.

The Dos=zers in the Dales was decided apon when We real ised
that we could not afford to go sbroad, we had not doneE much
it the Dales and wanted 3RT practice. He recieuved 3 denSTolE
grant from the Tratman fund when we explaned how wseful our
sxperience it SRT (and 22tting o=t in Eazegilly would b= to
the Club.

The intrecid three were those well kNowm students
Mart i n-bender—Harren, Mick—-headoold-Fatrick AT
steva—ygheraeani-MocArdle. HWe took Hick “Cos =z aot =
CaATa 3. =

MHick arrived with the caravan at Little Stainforth 3 fou
daws ahead of Steve and Martin, mavbe the department of
st2alth are more efficent in WHakefisld. For the first f=u
dawvs we were Joined B Steue—-Car Leberg-Ferry and Entrante—
finder—Llovd. Hick manassd to sneak in 3 trip down Lozt i
Jdohms Witk Stewve P ofor oa look at the master Cave Eeforse the 1
rest of us arrived. (This we did in MEDIS HOCTE withowt
bicwole CLips)

The fits=t tripg was a carry for Steve Parry doum ThzT s
Gitl =0 ke conld dive in the Dub, we all went for S Sl in
the pool and did soms ledas diving. We had a Notts Fiot .
parmit for the glomions 12tk =0 we decided that as araks f




cantt tell cauvsrs from grise we wolld g on the 11th. we 30t
caught at thiz =0 we went down Big Meanie, well actually
stewe Perty and Har in did, Steve M conldn’t gt into the
pitch and Hick o 3 face Steves Tigddind.

Steve Perry !~f* 211 missed a alorious Motts Pot trip down
the 12ft hand route, with some amusing rebelavs. Hick missed
out on a Lona Kin Hest trip as he had to fetch the car, this
was 3 shame 53 there were somne versy sick sheep at the botiom
of the entrance pitck (30873, By this time the heat was
getting to us: beating sun: hillwalking with 7@lbs of gear
and salty orange souash were w2aring us down, possibly an
aclimatissation period in Devbvshire would be a good idea.
pecause of ihi=s, and because Oliver had gons home, Sunday was
spEnt in the Mew Inn 2t Clapham and walking ue Ingleborough.
We conidn®t havse done G0 main shaftt anvuway as there was 3
Wwinck meEst. Monday we used our Lancaster permit to find our
was around a bit, Steuve managed to forget most of his SRT
asar, but iz Fnsw 5 short drop anywar. Good tourist trip
including Wilf Taviors passage and the streamway from the

sume to Stake Fot ol lapsa.
Eariy next morn it rained, and it carvied on rainind.
Pl = funchtims Hill Imnm and more 3t Hawes 3 little

later. It was market 4dav and all day opening, =0 we did some
shopping and had cent Beer and bought some indecent
chasze,

On MWednesday i1 was still to wet t0 90 cawving so Martin
and Stewe 4did the ihe thres peaks. all of which look wery
simuiar in the mist, 10 walk in their new boots. After
strolling into HC ¥ EPEﬂt 5 faw pints waiting for Nick
Wwho wWwas n the

Thiursdsy sab! {EIE sakotage of timing and
organisationi— twbov-Mchale arrived with his
womansckhau f f21 e} J“nﬂ—thH—Mlmb of BUCC fresk from the

anoe Field Centre.  After hanging
around and = 12 festerina) we drowe over o Bull
Fot Farm, Hick and woman arvived later hawing apparant iy
Eeen up on Lack Faii? Hirs took Ris trib in County =0 we

i fde book and got owery confused when

-
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went i Top, wiith tnhe gu

w2 panEtrated an ‘mpeurt cabie badding plane. Found Easter
Grotto and cams cud o find that every Ants Nest on the moor
had swarmed. Mariiv ran back to the car. Mick met us in the
Pk .

Friday s meariy did Meregill, Mick was in fine form.
starting so late ike Bank had closed for lunch, got to the
cawe at aboud =+ ¥l Gick was =ent down Aven enterance but
could find no belay ©if was there really) so then We
lifelined Him down to the Mere bt Re couldn’t find the way
Of, Stews went Soun and foundsit, full of water. Then we
cCanE donn 39300, il owas 3= frustratad 35 the rest of us.

the next cay ezv v thunderstorms made Mervsgill Less

appesalling. MHe chonsd Wernside Manor from the Hill In for a
weather veoordt bed thesr ponldnt take us zeriounsly, =0 we

dec id=d on =40, an epic trip - Mick did some =mall
gitchaes FIR: : ¥ Slowlyd. Me met Dawee Churcher
taking the dr'ﬁ from FRowten through Simpsons, he
did ot oo i p—‘hF*T =OCTaule

ﬂ_l U
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The la=t (o = dition was t0 3RT Rowten Pot.
Steve outdid RS Lan =r=’iE: E'r'f!"sl mance and carrised only the
rope up from the cEc,. 20 Re did Rowten Holes instead.
Ersyearms: == st imeressed by the shaft.

i




Finally packing up and driftingd back to Briztiol via
Hakefisld o =ign on ¢and 4o Pink Hall agsiny,. Great irip Bt
what now,. watue done Yorkshire?

RECENT FINDS IN THE BURRINGTON AREA

This area used to be the exclusive preserve of the UBSS: however, in
recent years several other clubs have been granted permission to dig, and as
a result several new finds have been forthcoming.

The South Bristol Spelaeological Society, who have been digging in
Fast Twin Swallet for several years, made an interesting breakthrough in
June when a passage on the right of their main dig was connected with Spar Pot.
This cave was last entered in 1972 when the entrance was closed on the
landowners orders, as it was - quite literally - a "tourist trap". (The entr=znce
was unfortunately right in the middle of the main path up East Twin valley).
Spar Pot can now be entered via East Twin Swallet through a rather tight
squeeze, which has so far defeated anyone with a chest larger than 42 inches.
The total length of the system is now around 1000ft, and there is a possibility
of further extension as a smoke connection has been made with Lionels Hole
from near the breskthrough point.

The Wessex Cave Club, ie Pete & Alison “oody and others, whilst
prospecting for likely looking sites in this area, noticed a strong draught
from Pierres' Pot, and after some persuasion the surrounding rock yielded to
their efforts and revealed a couple of hundred feet of varied and interesting
passage. Unfortunately, prospects here are less promising, as the lower
passages appear hopelessly choked with boulders. The walls of this cave are
covered in moonmilk, which is typical of the more recently discovered
Burrington caves.

Two separate teams, from Sidcot School and the Cerberus, were granted
permission to dig in Reads Cavern. “ark Lumley and the Cerebos people are making
good progress in the Browne-Stewart series; they have found about 370ft of
tight descending passage, ending in a sump which has been dived, but is too
tight. A side passage in the new series emits a strong draught and numerous

bats, and is being pushed.

Graham Mullan
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NEWS FROM GB

During the past year, GB has been the scene of a fair amount of activity
mostly centering on the Bat Passege Dig. A couple of trips were made early in
the year in an attempt to ensure that the syphoning system was in cecent working
order. It seemed to be alright at the time, but unfortunately the best 1laid
plans of mice, men and digging teams often get c*¥*¥*ked up. To our irritation,
the pump was particularly prone to the malign interference of a dig-gremlin,
and has had to be removed on more than one occasion for major rebuilding. How
efficient it is now remains to be seen.

We have also had a slight problem getting hold of new buckets for spoil
removal., Local supplies seemed to have dried up, so Grsham asked the friendly
ovners of our local Chinese Chippy. They promised to save us one of their oil
containers, and when Graham collected it the lady behind the counter asked
"You use it for camping?" He meekly agreed with her, and later said he hadn't
the heart to tell her the truth, ie "No, actually we cut the side out, také it
uhderground, f£ill it with mud, end eventually break it and throw it away."

He thought this might have sounded rather ungrateful, We found a good source
of supply from my father, who prides himself on being able to get hold of
most things from somewhere or other. The trouble is he keeps loading us up
with the wretched things every time we go home.

Having overcome these initial technical problems, a reasonably concerted
effort has been made since Easter. Several people have put in a fair amount
of work, particularly Graham and Tony, who were at one time averaging a couple
of trips per week. The dig has been surveyed, and in the past year, about 35ft
of progress has been made. The digging face is now beyond the end of the second
high level rift, and on the last trip the roof is rising and the passage widening
out. There is a small trickle of water running down the face, which has recently
halted work by completely flooding the dig, and water is flowing out of the dig
and down the side rift which is now too full of water to allow the syphon to
be started. We have had to call a reluctant halt to digging trips during the
winter, unless a chenge in water.conditions occurs.

It is also unfortunately necessary to add a warning about the state of
the boulder choke on the route to Bat Passage. What used to be thought of as
solid wall on the right hand side of the passage is now fracturing, and the
whole area from the grovel at the end of Ladder Dig to ;fg_g:grt of Bat Passage
is unpleasantly unstable. On several recent trips we haveﬂéhanges that had taken
place in the previous couple of days, ie scratch marks from falling rocks, shattered
rock and fractured stel formations. In view of this the whole area should be
treated with the utmost caution.

PS. Thanks are due to Graham Wilton-Jones and Jane Clarke (REC) who

recently made a trip down GB to clean some of the formations in Bat Passage.

q Linda Wilson




BAT PASSAGE
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MORE LOCAL NEWS

Eastwater Cavern - West End Series

‘ In ilry the BEC found about 2000ft of new passage after digging in a
choked tube in Ifold series, at the bottom of Dolphin Pot. The dig went after
6 hours, but it was later discovered that the extensions had always been open
via a tight rift. The new passages consist of steeply inclined tight bedding
planes and canyons with connecting cross tubes - typical Eastwater passage.
One of the larger passages (Regent Street) contains very fine formations; much
friable powdery calcite and some spectacular curtains. A deep pool at the emn
of this passage (The Serpentine) has been dived and is blind. A tight squeeze
at the lowest part of the series leads to two pitches of 25' and 50' down to
a2 muddy, frequently sumped passage which is probably deeper than other known
parts of Eastwater. Work continues.

Cuckoo Cleeves
The cave is now opem after having been closed by the farmer. The lock
must be replaced on entry and exit, as any further problems will result in

permant closure,

bDat Products
Following the closure of Rocksport, Phil and Lil Romford have opened
a new caving shop in Wells. They also do mail order and have a lamp hire

service, Bat Products
8 Tucker St
Wells
Tel (0749) 76771

Tony Boycott
Box Stone Mines

Quarry entrance is now completely blocked by rubble deposited there by
the quarry company. The open entrances are as follows:-

Clift Entrance - located behind a house next to the A4,

Jacks Entrance snd Lady Hamiltdns Hole II - both to be found in a wood
which appears to form part of a municipal rubbish tip. It seems possible that
these entrances might suffer the same fate as Quarry entrance fairly soon.

Backdoor - behind a house called "Tanglewood" in a row of cottages near
the quarry. As this entrance is on private land it is sensible, as well as
polite, to ask the owners permission before crossing his property.

There have been several recent rock falls in various asreas of the mine,
in particular around the AO route near Cathedral and Backdoor, so take care!

Linda Wilson




The 1983 Cerberus Spelaeological Society Expedition to Morocco
by Tony Boycott

“In 1981, I joined the Cerberus expedition to the Merhraoune area of
the Middle Atlas Mountains in Morocco (See UBSS newsletter no. 15 and CSS
- journal vol 12 nos 5 & 6). The main object of this expedition was to continue
the exploration of two sites; Kef Chara, which had been previously explored by
French cavers, but not surveyed accurateley, and Kef Lahnash which was found by
CSS on a previous expedition in 1979. In 1981 Kef Lahnash was extended by diving
the terminal sump, and 300m of passage found. Two further short sumps were passed
to sump 4 which it was not possible to find a way through. The upstream sump in
Kef Chara was also dived to two more sumps, and the way on was still open. The
Chara system was fully surveyed. During this expedition we also found a number
of new sites in the valley between Kef Lahnash and the presumed resurgence at

Kaouane 2km away. (See map).
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The main aims of the 1983 expedition were to examine these sites more
closely, and also explore the plateau to the east of Kef Lahnash looking for
shafts. With this in mind a preliminary party left the UK in July to search
the hills, but they were not equipped for any heroic caving.

'The main party consisted of 9 people including myself in the CSS converted
forward control landrover, and 3 in a short wheel base landrover. We started in
the first week of August and this time travelled from Dover to Boulougne and
drove cown via Pordeaux, Madrid and Algeceiras, then took the ferry to Ceuta
and drove via Ouezzane and Fez to our previous campsite, about 15 miles along
a rough track above Taza. This was cheaper than taking the ferry to Santander
as we did in 1981, but infinitely more tiring. After 4 days driving, during
which we nearly succeeded in killing ourselves only once when sn offside front
tyre blew and we swerved in front of a juggernaut to stop a few inches from a
10 foot drop, and again managed to stop in a brothel thinking it was a tar,
we arrived at camp.

The advance party had failed to find any holes of interest on the plateau,
and this was confirmed on further searching. The 30m sha®t found on the last
day in 1981 (Shepherds Pot) , turned out to be 18m deep and choked, as were 2 or
3 other similar holes. The most pronising sites in the valley were Kef Bere about
500m North of Kef Lahnash, which in 1981 was a rift which dropped into a 100m
muddy crawl ending in a duck, and Kef Rouadi, an 18m shaft 200m North of Kef

Bere, with a stream runninc across the tottom.

The duck in Kef Pere was passed and a few feet further on two well-
decorated chsmbers found. A muddy tube at the far end of these was dug out
and followed to 300m of large canyon passage ending in a muddy pitch with a
crystal clear sump at the bottom. This was dived but proved too tight. & series
of inlet passages on the west side of the cave intrigued us, because the first
party found footprints and directional arrows in the mud. Because we had to
dig our way in, we were reasonably certain that no one else had used our
entrance, but we were completely unable to find another entrance to the
system, presumably up a 20m aven at the end of the inlets which we were unable
to climb. None of the locals knew of any other recent caving parties in the
region.

The downstream sump in Kef Rouadi, which Pete Glanvill had dived in 1981
with no success, was passed after 20m of murky diving to a rift passage 15m
high and 4m wide, which we followed into 500m of large stream passage, well
decorated, and with many oxbows. At the end of the cave the stream sumps
in a large lake which had too strong a cuerent in it to be safely divable.

An inlet passage next to the sump carries a stream which is five times the
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size of the stream in the main passage, and is obviously a misfit. It is possitle
that the stream has been diverted down a new shakehole by agricultural activities
in the region, as many of the shakeholes have been blocked up and streams diverted
for irrigation purposes. We estimate from the survey that the end of the cave

is halfway to the resurgence at Kaguane and only a few metres above it; however
it only contains about half the volume of water. It passes directly beneath
Cemetary cave, a short choked shakehole which could be dug given enough time.
There were only three cave divers with the party, and the rest of the cavers
were very irate at not being able to see Kef Rou~di, which turned out to be

our most major find, so Pete and I spent a day trying to lower the sump Ly
digging a trench in the floor of the stream - unsuccessfully. A small high-
level chamber on the south side of the Rouadi shakehole was dug into, but no

way into the upstream series could be found.

Pete also made another attempt on the terminal sump in Kef Lazhnash,
but with no success. We ran out of time and enthusiasm to dive the end of Kef
Chara again, although a number of photographic trips were done.

The journey back home was enlivened by our mechanic breasking a half-shaft
on the large landrover as we were leaving camp (no spare). This meant that we
had to disengage the rear differential and travel back in "front-wheel four
wheel drive" at a maximun speed of 40 mph, T days driving to get home. We
narrowly missed being stuck in the severe flooding on the French/Spanish
torder, and were searched twice by customs: once leaving Spain by = voung
customs man who was most intripgued by our powdered milk, and once 10 niles
outside Foulougne by the French who were more interested in our ground cumin.

A highly entertaining holiday (whoops! expedition) which suffered mainly from

lack of serious caving for the non-divers to do.

FROM THE LOGS:=

Sunday 1st Jan 1950
Members awoke early with no appreciable hangovers (one exception!)

Finding considerable quantities of liquor left over, breakfast
consisted of Hot Gin and Orange, Sherry and Beer. Got quite merry and ate at

noon.
Noel and Johnny left by 1.00 hours.

Saturday 6th Oct 1962
A mob of about 40 cavers including an unknown number of freshers

visited GB cave. It is believed that none were left behind.
0.C.L.
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4.2.67.
C.H., E.W., 4.L., S.M.J., Swildons 4(?).
Expand this account !
OK then
" ¢. H.,E. W., M, L., S. M. J. , 5 wildo
n s 4 ( '

13,2.78. CAS MJS GJM Pen Park Hole
About 2hrs underground. CAS did not get caught by the police,
MJS wishes to make a statement:

PENPARKHOLEOHITSANICECAVE ISNTITGRAHAMCLOSEDLID
YOUSAYOHIDIDNTKNOWITWASCLOSEDDIDYOUKNOWITWASCLOSEDGRAHAHEELLITSOPENNOHTHERE'S
APIGHOLETHEREANDITSALWAYSLESSCROWDEDUNDERGROUNDATTHREETHIHTYINTHEWORNINGMUCH
MOREPLEASANTDONTYOUTHINKANDYOUWANTALOOKIN”URTACKLEBAGSALFIGHTTHERECATCHOHSORRY
NEVERMINDUNIFORHSDRYCLEANEASILYANDANYWAYITWASNT{EITWASGRAHA!SIDEAANDIJONLYAﬂIS

LEDAISCGUIDEDTEENAGER, OFFICER

A PEACEFUL LUNCHTIME DRINK?

Last Sunday, Tony Boycott, Graham “ullan and myself decided against
going caving as the weather was far too nice. We drove out to Mendip, and to
our amazement found ourselves outside the Hunters. We weren't surprised to
discover that the place was heaving with people, as just about everyone
seemed to have the same idea.

We settled down for a peaceful drink, unfortunately this was disturbed
by several things, not least of which was Pete Glanvill emptying a container
full of arrowroot over his faggots and peas, thinking it was salt, and stating
authoratively "It's not french chalk! " Why there was a salt pot full of arrow-
root in the Hunters remains a mystery. We settled down with our drinks again
but a few minutes later Erian Prewer wandered in announcing that there was a
possibility that two kids were lost down & storm drain in Frome. Grahasm and I
quickly came to the conclusion that having the only medical warden with caving
kit travelling in our car, was not necessarily a sensible idea....it wes such
a nice afternoon......... We did think of auctioning a set of caving kit and
giving a doctor away free with it, but no one seemed interested.........l wonder
why!

Fortunately the stand-by was cancelled, and Prewer let everyone go off
for a walk, or another drink etc. etc. We wandered off to Upper Pitts, and then
the Belfry, followed by a disembodied voice coming out of the RO radios in
each hut "Hunter 6 to Hunter.ﬁ...Glyn are you there?...." After hearing this
for the umteenth time I was dying to say "No he's not, go away Brian!
Eventually, Brian Prewer and his wife set off home. We 211 went for a walk in
Burrington.........Not long afterward someone fell and broke a leg on the
entrance ladder in Sludee Pit. I would have liked to have seen Eriarfs face when
the police told him.seesessl

Linda Wilson
1d '




Student members not in their first year are reminded that they should
renev their subscriptions before the end of 1983, otherwise their
membership of the U.B.S5.5. will automatically cease. The rate for student
members is 30p for a year and should be paid to one of the treasurers
(Cliver Lloyd or Tim Barton). Students in their final year may contimue
their membership, provided they write to the Hon. Secretaries saying that
they wish to do so. They may purchase Proceedings at the student rate,
which is usually half the published price. Their subscription of €5 for
198 becomes due on 1.3.84.

Oliver

EDITOR'S NOTE

The Proceedings of the U,B,8.S., Vol 16 No.3 for 1983 will be published
about the beginning of December. Here is a note about some of the papers
it will contain. The price will be £3.

Gilbertson and Hawkins have been studying pleistocene deposits
revealed by motorway comstruction near Bristol. They make interesting
comparison with similar deposits from caves.

Stanton has been studying lime and grit plugs in shotholes in Mendip
pines, At first it seemed that this might have been an exzample of lime
blasting, but closer inspection showed that it was tamping for gunpowder
blasting.

Ellis has identified & snail from the lowest deposits in Sun qua’,
which shows that these layers are much older than had previcusly been
supposed, making it the only extant Hoxnian site on Mendip.

Stack anid Coles hsve found @ very high proportion of lesd in humen
teeth from the fourth chamber of Wookey Hole. It is concluded that the
lead is derived from their surroundings, which are also leasd rich.

Chapman studying species diversity in tropioal caves concludes that
this is only sexiously affected by flooding.

Boycott, Mullan and Wilson have described the extensions to the Cave
of the Wild Horses, Kilcorney, which were discovered at Easter 1983.

Cave notes for County Clare have been compiled from various sources
and help to bring up to date our kmowledge of recent discoveries.

Four reviews are published on archasological subjects, including
the Archacology of Somersst by Aston and Burrov.

18
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PLEA FROM THE LIBRARIAN

. We are abouﬁ to move the library from our temporary storage in Inner
Court to more permanent. accomodation, although exactly where has not been
finalised yet. When this has been done, the Library will need recataloguing.
Could members please return all books and Journals as soon as possible, or
failing this let me know exactly what they have,

If anyone knows the whereabouts of the first UBSS Eristol log (November
1965 - January 1969) could ‘hey please let me know. It has been missing for
about 5 years.

Tony Boycott

ATCITIONS TO LIBRARY 1982/3

Aston,M % Burrow,I The Archaeology of Sonerset Somerset County Council 1982

Academia Praha Caves % Chasms in Czechoslovakia 1981
Bogli, Alfred Karst Yydrolopy % Physical Speleology (Fnglish) 1980
Culver,D.C. Cave Life, Evolution and Ecology Harvard U P 1982
Eildatlas Spezial Hghlen in Teutschland

Martel, F.A, La France Ignorée 1928 - 1930 Lafitte reprint 1978

2 vols: Sud- est de 1la France

Tes Ardennes aux Pyrénées

Ransome, R. The Greater Horseshoe Pat Blandford press 1980
Societe Speleolgique Tnventaire Speleologique de la Belgique 1982
de Wallonie
Stuart, A.J. Pleistocene Vertetrates in the British Isles
Longman , 1982
Yalden,D.W. & The Lives of Eats Demeter press 1975
Morris,P.A.
Northern Caves Vol 4A SEcales “Yoor % Kingsdale 1983
_Northe#n Caves Vol 4B Leck & Casterton Fells 1983
E.G. Holland Coniston Coppers Mines, A Field Guide 1981
W.T. Shaw Mining in the Lake Counties 1983

New Exchanges

Somerset ¥ines Resezrch Group Journsl Vol 1 Nos 1-4, Vol 2 No 1

and newsletter
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Toblerone Wary's Disry

Monday

I suffered a very unpleasant
experience today when I realised that
it was my thirtieth birthday. Always
before birthdays have been joyous
occasions but this latest had a quite
painful undertone. Perhaps I should
have taken Charlie Self's advice and
thrown an impromptu "21st birthday"
party. He tells me there is no such
thing as middle-age if you only admit
to being 21.

An interesting idea and one that
has obviously worked well for Ken
Baker who celebrated in September
his twenty first 21st. But what can
he do next year? He can't have a
twenty second 218t - that would be
absurd. Come on you mathematicians!
The secret of eternal youth will be
yours (amd Kem's) if you cam find an
answer.

Tuesday

More gossip concerning the love
life of Kate Thomas, who tells me
she now has plans for a wedding. Not
to the shy lad of whom mention was
made in the last Privateer - he
sought refuge in religion! Her new
empassion is called Byron (yes, that
is his christiam name) and for some
reason he wants to hold the ceremony
in Nepal. Katy has set her heart om
an English wedding and I quite agree
with her. Gold rings should be worn
on the third finger of the left hand,
not through the side of the nosel

Wednesday

I always thought it was a terrible
waste that such a lovely girl as Jane
Lolly should be going out with such a
bounder as Steve "the shuffler' Perry.
I am pleased to be able to inform my
readers that I am now her escort.

Thursday

Having heard that the Ivy Bower, our
old toilet at the hut at Burringtom, had
been filled in I decided to pay a visit
to Mendip to choose the site for a
replacement. I was too late. The job had
already been done and a new hole, for
some mysterious reason called '"the Poll",
dug to a depth of 25 feet. I settled
down to pay my respects and found it a
most satisfying drop.

Not wishing to hurry myself, a
disquieting thought occurred to me. The
next hole to be dug, in perhaps another
10 years time, will almost certainly be

" to metric standards. The extra distance

involved in digging down to 10 metres
could be dangerous if the facility is
used by a visitor with a weak
constitution. One does tend to hold one's
breath, you know.

Friday

Am extraordinary outburst of
militarism is sweeping through the club.
Martin Warren has joimed the TA and
Steve McArdle has dedided to follow suit
in the New Year. Meanwhile, Alison Newey
and Chris Shirt have taken the Queen's
shilling with the OTC. With the return
of regular army Captain Clive Owen to
Bristol we have the entertaining prospect
of seeing the traditional army game of
"saluting the officer" played on Sunday
nights in Crockers.
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SMALL ADS

Very pretty young man wishes to be an object of physical

desire to a nice girl with small breasts. Gemuime replies

only. BOX 21.



Liverpool, Sunday

ASTONISHING

| AM JAVA MAN =

Cavers from all over the country were stunned today when a man walked into

the BCRA Confereamce claiming to be "that missing link of creation's chain

desiderated by the late ingenious Mr Darwim". Unlike James Joyce's original

specimen, who spoke with a Dublin accent

and was named Costello, this latest

apparition from a prehistoric past bears

a fleeting resemblance, at least of

voice, to a well known basement dweller

-

from Clifton. Though sauch an analogy
would in some quarters be comnsidered
libelloms, I am in no way suggesting
that Dick Willis and this so-called
"Jave Man" are in any way related.
Rather, I am struggling to find an
adjective to adequately describe the
coarse timbre of a primitive voice,
much as I would struggle to describe
the red of a poppy without naming the

flower.

JAVA MAN - AND NOW MRS JAVA MAN !

A report from our Welsh Borders
correspondent, which was at first
discounted becaunse of its seemingly
fanciful natare, suggests that there
may be several of these so-called
"Java Men" now in the countrye.

Last Saturday a pair of the
creatures were spotted in the front
room of a house near Malvern, wearing
pyjamas and shallow conical hats.
They were found by the householder, a
Dr Miguel O'Shirtenbore, during the
courge of hig fancy dress birthday
party. He describes the incident thus
- "Yer wotti! Somethin' funny goin'
on in 'ere. Yer Wottll"

Dr Bertenshaw is 31.

Onr ornithology correspondent writes

To have the exotic homo sapiens javensis visiting our shores is & very exiting

development and I think the RSPB (RGS surely - Ed.) can be very proud of their

record of providing such excellent facilities for summer gigrants.

Pogsible migration routes

Nesting basement spotted in Clifton

Troglebyte

oo
-5

AN

‘v o




1 hear that Mick McHale has got

himself a job at wWwhernside Manor. For

a chap who has the unenviable reputation

for saying "after you'" at, pitch heads

ome can merely speculate on his duties.

Introducing our new Mr Wandering
Hands. Ben van Millingea has had his
wrist slapped by a stripper at Vicky's
Cludb. Well done, sir! 0ld traditions

never die, they just get new exponents.

= Trust Dick Willis to have a good
time on holiday. While the rest of the
Java Expedition were finding 11 kms of
pew cave, our representative was off
ngone fishing". But catching cave fish,
even if they are new to science, by
torchlight sourds more the action of a
poacher than a fisherman to me.

Question : what goes £761, £762, £763

esscesas?

Amswer : the talking clock on Ken
Baker's oil rig.

POSTSCRIPT : the clock has just

stopped, again.

Where is Chris Shirt holding his
21st birthday party? In a slit trench
on Salisbury Plain. How many guests

has he invited? Nome. For shamel

Watch Witk Mother BBC TV 2.15 pm

Jﬁ Tim and Ken
Tim and Ken
Cacti Men
Cacti Men

!
Blobulob Do
@ @ Jim
Tim i“ EN /
/ L~

So Tim Bartom and Ken Harold have
retired from caving for the challenge
and excitement of watching cacti grow.
In the old days we used to grow
cannabis - and it never interfered
with our caving.

The New Imn at Priddy used to be
a somewhat mediocre public house. Now
it is a rather trendy licensed
restaurant and the Westbury Set have
managed to get themselves banned. For
anyone else who wants a "Banned from
the New Inn" badge, the trick is to
complain when after an hcur the food

still hasn't arrived.
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I am very pleased to be able to
announce the return to active service
of two of my most trusted servants -
ship's Master Seedy and Martinet the
boisun's mate. '

Their absence this past ysar was
for entirely persomal and private
reasons and not, as reported elsewhere,
as a result of any legal constraint.
The suggestion that the interests of
Her Majesty were in any way involved
will, of course, be summarily dcali
with if voiced aloud.

My first mate, Toblerone, will also
be returning next week, having found
tax exile on Treasure Island to be
insufferably dull.

The return of these seasoned
campaigners should enliven that scurvy
rabble of a crew that I sail with. They

have been getting far too lazy of late.

R. Matey
pp Captain Maxim
Alexandra Rest Home

Bristol 8

00 ¢

Congratulations to Dr Kirsten
Hopkins and her new '"shiteing grice"
accent. Though I thought her original
voice charming it could have proved
awkward in a hospital enviroment. Some
patients would be sure to know of the

Glaswegian's penchant for the knife.

A pleasant evening spent in the pubdb
with Tim Lyons and Clive Cwen and an
extraordinary item of gossip. fhey say
they are off to run a half-marathon in
the morning. Why? To escape from their
usual Sunday morning exercise, as

demanded by their lady partnersl

I am delighted to be able to present
the'"Privateer Beautiful Loser Award"
this year to Flt Ltn Ian Cassely. This
special accolade is an annual event and
is presented to whoever schemes the
most cunning and witty plot, whose very
sophistication dooms it to failure. The
story deserves some elaboration.

Ian Cassely, the ink hardly dry on
his marriage certificate, found himself
with a young wife keen, indeed eager,
to start a family. Not wishing the
responsibilities of marriage to press so
heavily or so soon upon his shoulders he

gave his spouse a kitten and a puppy dog,

thinking that this would sublimate her
maternal instincts. An excellent scheme.

Postscript : mother, daughter, kitten

and puppy dog are all doing very well.

For entirely corrupt reasons 1 have

withdrawn an article entitled '"fun in

the fjords, love behind the fish factory"”.

Corrupt? But of course! I expect one of
the Hon Secs will wish to ply me with
alcohol.




WHAT THE WELL DRESSED

SPELEO WILL BE WEARING

T 1984
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