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FOREWORD. 


THIS is not a summary of th e adventures of 
earl y m a n in Britain but a sketch of the 

discoveries a nd possibilities in the \Ves t o f England, 
on e o f the ri c hes t a rc hceologica l field s in Brita in, 
wh e re th ere is room for mu ch me thod ica l spade­
work. Everything o utside is o f necessity trea ted 
In a fe\V words. M ost o f the material mentioned 
m ay be seen in one o r o th er of th e local museum s. 

This is a time of ex te ns ive public -works a nd 
it is likely that prehistori c objects are t u rn ed up 
from d ay to d ay . It would be o f value if record of 
s uc h find s were sent as they occu r to the loca l 
?\1 useum Curator or to the SecretZl ry of the loca l 
Arc hxo logical Socie ty, or to th e S ecretary o f the 
Spe l<eo logical S oc iety. A t present suc h materi a l 
is usu a lly destroyed o r di spersed . It is thi s failure 
to reco rd , together wit h casual or inexpert excava­
tion s , which so hampe rs th e progress of th e s tudy 
o f ea rly man in this distr ict. 

Th ese pa pers firs t ;tppeared in th e Western 
Daily Press last Autumn, and it is to the Editor, 
Mr. \\1. E. STONE, that we arc indebted for 
permission to reprint a nd for th e use of th ree 
blocks. The re mainde r of the blocks we re loan ed 
by Professor E. F AWC ETT, Pres ide nt of the 
Spelceol ogical Society of Bris tol Uni vers ity and 
the Committee. 

eLI FTON. SE P 'J'EM IlE I?, 1927 . 



FOREWORD. 


THIS is not a summary of the adventures of 
early man in Britain but a sketch of the 

discove ries and possibilities in the \tVest of England, 
one of the rich es t archzeo logica l fi e lds in Britain, 
where there is room for much methodica l spade ­
work . Every thing outside is of necessity treated 
In a few words. Nl ost of the m aterial mentioned 
m ;L\' be seen in one or other of the local museums. 

This is a time of extensive public-works and 
it is likely that pre hi storic objec ts are turned up 
from d ay to day. I t would be of va lue if reco rd of 
such find s were sent as they occur to th e local 
Museum Curator o r to th e Secreta ry of the local 
Arch::cological Socie ty, or to the Secre tary of the 
Spel2eolog ical Society . At present such material 
is usually d estroyed or dispersed. It is this failure 
to record, tog~ther with casual or inexpert excava ­
tio ns, whi c h so harnpers the progress o f the study 
of early man in this di strict. 

These papers first ;lppcared in the Western 
Daily Press last Autumn, and it is to the Ed itor, 
Mr. \V. E. STO NE, th at wc arc indebted for 
pefn1iss io n to reprint and for the use of three 
bl ocks. The re mainder of the blocks we re loaned 
by Pro fessor E. FAWCETT, President of the 
Spel 2e ological Socie ty o f Bristol Uni versity and 
the Committee . 

eLl FTON. SEPTEMBEI<, 1927. 




THE OLD STONE AGE. 

River-Drift Man. 

L
'TTL~ is lu)O w t1 of the flrst men in these islanus. The s l{Ull 

fou nd at 1~i1td o \\'n, in Sussex . is ce rtainly human, a lth ough 
th e jaw assoeiar e u with it is chinless and the canine teet h 

would not he ou t of place in a g reat ape. Th e favo U/' ite weapon o r 
tool of th e F'iltdown man anu those who foll oweu him was a pear, 
shared in s trum ent of chippe d flint, o ften weighin g s everal pound s, 
which, design ed for eve rything, was variously useu 8S hamlaxe, 
l{!life, dagger, sCI'aper, a nd root grubber. These imple ments were 
he s t rreserved in th e silt ,1nd shingle left hy 8ncient rivers, 
and from this drift they a r e n()\1 dug togeth,'l' with the hones of the 
e lephant, rhillocel'Os, hipp o po t:tmus, and otiler beasts which t e ll us 
that the climate was genial. Tidal action in th e Sevei'll 8t1U the 
rivers that e mpt y therein has ;; lw8Ys been m ore v igo rous than along 
th e shores o f th e Channel and Nor th Secl, consequ e ntly the drift 
w as often washe d away and. therefol'C~, few hand-axes h ave heen. 
found n ear l~rist()1. There arl: specim e ns from the Avon an d \Na lton 
lhy in the Bl'istol ,\luseum; :Inc! ,1t freshfo r<.i, Twerton and Taunton, 
hones of th e se animals ha ve been discovered. !~ecelltly t wo hand­
axes were discovered in St. Allne's 1),11'1(, Bristol. 
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THE OLD STONE AGE. 

River-Drift Man. 

L ITTL~ is Imo wn of the first men in these islands , The skull 
found at Piltdo\ln , in Sussex, is cCI'tainly human, a lthough 
th e j,lll' associated with it is c hinless and the canine teeth 

would not be o ut of place in a grl':lt ape, The favourite weapon or 
tool of the [Jiltdow n man and those \I' ho followed him was a pe.lr· 
sh aped instrum en t of chipped flint, oflc::n weighing several pounds, 
which, designed for everything, was variously used as bandaxe , 
Iwife, d,lggel', scraper, and root grubber, These impl emen ts were 
best prese r ved in the silt and shingle left by ancient rivers, 
a nd from this drift th ey ,lre now dug togeth e r with the bones of th e 
e lephant , rhinoceros, hippopotam us, ,lnd other beasts whi ch tell us 
that the climate was ge ni a l. Tidal ac tion in the S eve rn and the 
ri,'ers that empty therein has always been more vigorous than a long 
the sho res of the Channt:1 and North Sea, conseq uently the drift 
\I'as often washed away and, therefo re , few hand·axes have been , 
found near Bristol. There are specimens l'l'o m the Avon a nd \Valton 
13ay in thl' Bristol ;\ju seum; <lnd at freshford , TIVerton and Taunton, 
bo nes of th ese ,lnimals have' been discovered, !~ecently two hand· 
axes were dis cove red in St, Allne's Pal'k, Fhistol. 

Fig, 
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Neanderthal Man. 

Nea ndertha l man , s uccesso r o f t he r ive r-dri ft ma n, was less ill 
favo ured; th a t is, he wen t thro ug h life with a g reat s hel ving bro w, 
a re tl'ea tin g fo re head, a recedi ng c hin , and a stoopin g gai t . H e 
was e noug h of a ma n to e m ploy n re a nd to have a n (wga nised re li g io n, 
as ce re mo ni a l in te rments made in F re nc h caves dem ons tra te. Hi s 
rema in s have bee n un ea rth ed in th e Cha nn e l Isl <\ nd s a nd in I~h odesi a , 
in G a llilee and in Gibra lta r ; hut so fa r non e ha ve turn ed up in 
Eng la nd, t hough hi s s to ne wea po ns a re no t un co lllmon ly fo un d a lo ng 
th e T ha mes. I t is pos s ible th a t he dwe lt in a cave, no w quar ri e d 
a way , at Uphill. D urin g hi s s tay in EU 1'() pe th e c limate g re w cold. 
At abou t 12,000 B.C. a new race , be tte r a da pted to with s ta nd th e 
co ld, a rr ived in Euro pe , an d under th e im petu s o f the ir compe titio n 
he di sa ppea red , leav ing no d esce nd a nt s. 

Cave Man. 

Und e r th e na me o f Ca ve Me n th e new fo lk a re now fa milia r to 
eve l·yo ne. T hey ca mpeJ in th e o pe n co un t ry o r lodged in caves 
w here th e ir re ma in s and effec ts a re hes t prese rved . The s to ne 
imp le me nt s used hy t he invade rs we re nrs t studied from a cave a t 
Auri g nac, in th e S o ut h o f r::ra nce; whe nce th e ea rlies t m e n o f the 
new type a l'e Im own as Auri g nac ians, ju st as th e inha bita nts o f 
Brita in, affected hy I~oma n th o ug ht a nd cul t ure as th ey we re during 
th e occu pa ti o n o f this is lan d , we re Ho ma ns. The Auri g nac ian s o f 
B rit a in li ve d in P av il an d C ave in G owe r , nea r Swa nsea, a nd a t 
L a ngwith in Derby sh ire . The ir stone impl e me nts are sm a ll , s kilfully 
w I'o ught, a nd th e re see m s to have hee n a n in s trum en t fo r e<lc h pur­
pose; for th ey had Imi ves , sc rape l's , pl a nes, a wls, an d grav in g tools . 
They a lso fas hi oned bo ne, ivory, a nd a ntl e r into ja ve lin s a nd o th el' 
wea po ns o f th e c ha se . 

The Auri g nac ia n ra ce va ri n ! g rea tly, but no tw ith s tandin g 
th ese diffe re nces th e ma n hi mself was in a ll hodil y essen ti ,d s mode rn ; 
th e nr s t a ncestOI' w ho m we may recogni se. H e ex isted by hunt ­
in g th e bea st s that ran ged F.n g la nd in hi s d a y, a nd th ey were a 
Iwerry fo rm id a bl e hill o f fare. There was t he woolly ma mm oth, 
la rge r t ha n the Afri ca n e leph a nt o f to- d,I)" the \\'oo ll y rhinoceros. 
the ca ve lion, th e ca ve hea r (a supe r gr'i zz ly) ,1m l ox , bi so n, e lk , and 
re inuee r, to na me a few. In so me C:l ves t he re a re lite l'a ll y to ns o f 
bones whi c h have bee n s pli t fo r th e e a ,; ie r ex t rac ti o n of t he 
ma rrow. 'vVh e n we co ns id el' th e ir mi se ra hle wea pons a nd sca nty 
resources , a nd rea li se tha t they and Ihe ir s uccessors no t o nly e nd ur­

8 
--:; 

ed th e s tru ggle with wea th e r a nd beast s but fo un d it in th e m se lves 
to m a l<e o rn a m e nt s, to e ng rave th e ir wea po ns. a nd to pa int im­
pres s io ni s ti c pictures of bi so n. ho rse. rhinoce ros, and lion on th e 
wa ll s o f th e inne r recesses o f th e il' ca vern dwe llin gs-pictures th a t 
c an hold th e ir o wn with most mode rn wo r!<- easy s ta te m ent s o n th e 
adva nce o f ma nl<ind see m g rave impe rtinen ces . 

A huntin g peo ple t a kes u p a lo t o f roo m . In th e Old Sto ne Age 
th e po pul a t io n of 81'itain ca n neve r ha ve exceeded a fe\\' th o usa nd s 
wh o foll o wed th e unt a med he rd s in th eir quest fo r pasture , s lew 
in d isc rimin a tely wh e n th ey we re a hl e, a nd fe ll back o n roo ts o r we nt 
hun gry whe n t he huntin g was bad. Mo reover, in Brita in , life was 
mo re ri go ro us th a n o n th e Contin e nt a nd le is ure fo r artisti c effo rt 
was limited, so that o nl y a few m oderate e ngrav in gs have hee n 
fo u nd here. It is noteworthy th a t in these day s ce rt a in ty pes o f 
s to ne impl e me nt s whi ch we re pec uliar to the is la nd bega n to a ppea r, 
a nd see m to indi ca te , if not a na ti o na l fee ling, a ce rt a in unity o f 
tho ught a m o ng th e sca tt e re d tri bes whi c h wa llde red he re 12,000 
yea rs ago . It is ha rd to a ffirm with connd e nce th a t a ny o f th e 
imple me nt s fo und he reabout s a re Auri g nac ia n. Som e fro m Ba n well 
a nd L ox to n-in -Me nd ip proba bly be long to thi s per iod . 

Fig . 2 - King Arthur 's Cave . 
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Neanderthal Man. 

Nea nderthal man, successor of the river-drift man, was less ill 
favo ured; that is, he wellt thro ugh life with a greilt shelving brow, 
a ''Ct ''eating forehead, a recedin g ch in , anu a stooping gait . He 
\\'ilS enough of a man to employ fire and to have an orgilnised religion, 
as ceremon ial inte rmen ts made in French caves demonstrate. His 
rem ains hilve been un ea rth eu in the Channel Islands and ill Rhouesia, 
in Gallilee and in Gihraltar; hut so far none have turned up ill 
England, though his stone \\'capons are not uncommonly founu along 
the Thames. It is possihle that he uwelt in a cave, now quarri ed 
away, at Uphill. During his s tay in Europe the c limate grew colu. 
At about 12,000 B.C. a new race, be tte r adapted to withstanu the 
co ld , arrived in Europe, and und e r the impetus of their competition 
he disappea red, leav ing no descendants. 

Cave Man. 

Under the name of Cave Men the new folk are now familiar to 
everyone. Th ey camped in the open country or lougeu in caves 
where th e ir re mains anu e ffects are best preserved. The stone 
impl e me nts used by th e invaue rs were first studieu from a cave at 
Aurignac, in the South o f Prance; whence the earliest men of the 
new type are kn ow n as Aurignacians, just as the inhabitants of 
Britain, affected by Roman thought and culture as th ey \\'ere during 
the occupation of this islanu, were F~()mans. The Aurignacians of 
Britain lived in Pavilanu Cave in Gower, near Swansea, and at 
L a ngwith in Derbyshire. Their stOlle imple ments are smal l, skilfully 
wrought, and there seems to have hee n a n instrument for e;J ch pur­
pose ; fo r they had knives, scra pers, plan es, awls. and graving tools. 
They also fashion eu bone, ivory, anu a ntler int o javel ins and other 
weapons of th e chase. 

Th e Aurignacia n rac e varied greatly, but notwithstanuing 
th ese differences the man himself was in all houily essenti a ls modern; 
the fi,-s t ancesto" whom we may n:cognise. He existeu by hunt · 
ing th e beasts that ranged Engl a nd in his day, ilnd th ey were a 
pre tty formiuable bill of fa re. Th e re was th e woolly m,lmmoth, 
large ,' than the African elephant o f to-lby, the woolly rhinoc eros . 
th e cave lion, the cave beil'- (a super grizzly) and ox, bison, e lk, anu 
reinueer, to name a few. In some caves th e re are liter,l lly tOilS of 
hones which have been split for th e easier extraction of th e 
marrow. "Vhe n we consider their miserahle weapons and scanty 
resources, anu realise that they and 1heir successors not o nly endur­

8 

eu the struggle with weather anu beasts but founu it in th e mselves 
to make ornaments, to engTave th e ir weapons. and to paint im­
pressionistic pictures of bison. ho rse. rhinoceros. anu lion on the 
walls of th e inner recesses of their cavern u\\'e llings-pic tures thilt 
can holu th e ir own with Illost mouern wO.-!i-eilsy statements on the 
auvance of mankinu seem g rav e impertinences. 

A hunti ng people ta kes up a lot of roo m. I n the Olu Stone Age 
the population of 8ritain can never have exceeded a few thousanus 
who followed the untamed herds in theil' quest for pasture, slew 
inuiscriminately "'hen they were ahle, illld fe ll back on roots or went 
hungry whell the hUllting was bild. Moreover, in Britain, life was 
more rigorous than on the Continent ilnd le isure for artistic e ffort 
was limiteu, so thal only a few m ouerate engravings have been 
fou nd hz re. It is noteworthy that in these uays certilin types of 
stone implements which we,'e peculiar to th e islanu bega n to appear, 
anu seem to inuicate, if not a national fe e ling, a certain unity of 
thought among the sca ttereu tribes which wandered here 12,000 
yeilrs ago. It is hard to ilffirm with confidence that ilny of the 
implem e nts found hereilbouts are Aurignacian. S o me from Banwe ll 
anu Loxton-in.'\'1endip probably belong to this period. 

Fig . 2 - King Arthur's Cave. 
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The Solutreans. 

In the 60's Sir VVilliam B oyd Dawkins, while excavating a cave 
at Wookey H ole, came across some heart-shaped Aint implements 
with delicate scaling on their surfaces. In 1899 similarly scaled 
implements were discovered in Uphill C ave , a nd last year others 

Fig. 2a-Upper> Palceolithic Implements fr>om King Af>thur's Cave. 
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we re found by the Spelreo logica l Society in King Arthur' s Cave, 
Sylllond's Vat on VI/ye . In each case they were found with 
abu nd a nt rcma in s of fo od anim a ls; hy ~cna and horse predo minatin g, 
rhinoceros being next favourite. Now these scaled im plemen t s are 
very like spec im e ns fou nd wi th the same anima ls in France, Spain, 
Germany, P ola nd and Ru ss ia. This ne\\' c ulture of scaled s tone is 
I(no \\ n as the Solutrean; from Solutre in France where a vast 
numbe r o f typical imp lements were un earthed. 

It is n o\\" kn own th ,n b t:twee n 10 ,000 and 9,000 H.C . a hunting 
foll< advanc in g from the ~ast pushed through Europe t o Spain. 
m a l<ing a sort of racial corridor. Th a t th is ra ce eve r reac he d 
En gland or eve n ~" ance is uncertain; but th e ir influe nce wen t 
hero I'e them ami their beautiful and stril< ing flint \york replaced th e 
Aurignacian technique . F or some unJ\llOwn reason the intrusion 
a lso t e lllp<JI'ar il y quenched the artist ic spirit. Some author ities 
maint"in th a t th e Solutre ,ln ,,; ,Ire the direct ancestors of th e fair 
men of Nol"th Europe. It seems th at th e new culture pre vailed 
only ,IS far as :'Ilendip. At Symond 's Vat a nd e lsew here to the 
11 0 rth and \\est the n:Hi\' e Aurigna c ian surv ived unaltel 'Cd, though 
a fcw implements \\'ere sc;t1 ed in the Solut rean m 'lnner. 

The Magdalenians. 

The most impol·t'lllt i'1hahited caves in this d istri ct :1 1"(; Go ugh's 
C ~lV e, Cheddar, a mi Aveline's Hole, !-3urrington Combe, which i,,; 
s till heing n:plorc'd by t llc Spe la:o log ical Soc iety. The form e r was 
occupied th e e,l,-lier since the h )"C I1<I foun d there is absent from th e 
\;Ht e r, hut () th e r \\"is~ there is <I resemb lance bet\yeen the contents o f 
bo th . There il l'e alsl) indi C<lt ions th at whereas when Gough's Cave 
\Vas occupi~d th~ conditions \\'el'e extremely severe, th e Ave lin e ' s 
H ole Inen lived w hen the Engli s h c limate was as warm a nd e\'e n 
wett er than ;It present. A heautiful six -harbed harpoo n o f s t ag­
an tl e r fou nd in Aveline's H o le d ates it s occup:lt ion ncar G,500 R.C. 
A rud e ly eng l'aved reindeer a ntler fmill Cheddar cel·t ai nl y belongs 
to th e sa m e e poc h. The flint implenH>nts ::Ire a ll of one cu lture: 
they he long to th e native Aurignaei,II1 wh ich had resurged fr o m the 
nonh and wes t , n a dicat illg frol11 l\lcndip t:ve r y vestige o f the 
il1 V,lllil1 g Soilltrcan Culture. Am o ngst o ther things a numbe r of 
s e a ,,;hells a nd SOllle deer t ee th , drill ed for string ing toge th e r as a 
n t:c ldace, were found at Hurrington. 
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The Solutreans. 

In the 60's Sir William Boyd Dawkins , while excavating a cave 
at Wool,ey Hole, came across some heart-shaped flint implements 
with delicate scaling on their surfaces. In 1899 similarly scaled 
implemen ts were discovered in Uphill C ave, and last year others 

Fig. 2a-Upper Pal<eolithic Implements from King Arthur's Cave. 

, ~, ~b cP .... ....L ___I 

~~ 

I
.3 

.. ·· .::::.'' -..' 

!1. ...--= - ~-
~ ~ If. 6. 

t li7 8' 

: - ...
,

-- ....... ".. 


-c.~'"{i(l ,,~"
1 .,;;:~.. 

I'), 

13 /'1 

Scale l' 

II 

10 

were found by the Spela:ological Society in King Arthur's C ave , 
Symond's Yilt on \Vye. In each case they were fo und wi th 
a bundan t remains of food animals; hyxna <\!ld horse predominating, 
rhinoceros being next favou rite. Now these scaled impleme nts a re 
vcry lil, e specimens found w ith the same animals in France, Spain, 
Germany, Poland an d Russia. This new culture of scaled stone is 
1(l1o\\"n as the Solutrea n; from Solutre in France where a va st 
number of typical implements wen: un eart hed, 

It is now known that between 10,000 a nd 9,000 H,C, a hunting 
fo lk ad vanc ing from th e ~ast pushed through Europe to Spain, 
mal,ing a sort of racia l corridor. That this I'a ce ever reached 
I-::nol a nd ()r even ~I'ance is uncerr,lin; but th e ir influence we nt 
bd~I'e th em allli their beautiful and stril,ing flint work replaced th e 
Aurigna c ial1 technique. For some Unl\llO",n reason th e intrusio n 
a lso t e l1lp()J'arily quenched th e artistic spirit. Some aut ho rities 
ma int a in that th e Solutrean,; arc th e dir ec t ancestors of th e fair 
m e n of Nort h Europe. It seellls that the new c ulture prevailed 
only <IS far as :\'\end ip. At Symond's Vat a nd e lsewh ere to the 
110rth a llli ",est th e native Aurignacian survi ved unaltered, though 
a fe ll' implements Il'ere sctled in the Solutrc,ln manner. 

The Magdalenians. 

The most important il1hahltcd caves in thi s district al'e Gough ' s 
Cave, Chedda l', and Aveline's Hole , Fhl'Tington Combe, whi ch is 
sti ll heing nplOit'l1 hy th e Spei<cological Society. The former was 
occupied tlte earlier sin ce the hy~cna found there is abse nt from th e 
latter, but other\\' isc there is a re sem hlan ce betll'cen the conte nts o f 
hoth. There <Ire also indic,ltions that whc rc "ls when Gough's C,lve 
wa s occupied th e conditiolls were cxtremely severe, th e Aveline's 
H ole IIlcn li vcd w hen th e l-::ngli sh c lim ate IVas as warm and even 
wetter than a t prcs~nt. A he,llltiful s ix-barbcd harpoon of sUIg­
<lnt kr found in Ave line's Hole dates it s occupation near (),500 B. C. 
A rud e ly engraved re imker antkr fmm Chedd<ll' certainly be longs 
to the same cpoch. Thc flint illlplemcnts are a ll of one cu lture: 
th ey belong to th e native Aurign<lcian which h"d re su rged fmm the 
north <lnd \Vest, er<ldicat ing fmlll l\lcl1d il1 every vestige of the 
ill v<lding Solutre<tn Culture. Amongst other things a number of 
se<l ;;hells and some d cer teeth, drilled for ,; tri ng ing together as a 
nec klac e , ", e re found at HLlrrington. 
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Fig. 3-Uppel' Palaeolithi c Implements fl'om Gough's Cave, Cheddar. 
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The importance of these t\\'o caves is found in th eir content of 
human I'emains. The Cheddar "kele ton is a lmost complete, 
Aveline's Hole has yielded bon es of at leas t twenty individu a ls . 
Orn aments sho\\' that som e, at least of these were buried \\ith 
ceremony. The most "trilling feature of the rem a ins is their co n­
formity to modern types. Not one of these fo lk would arouse com ­
ment if, in modern gai'l), he passed throug h th e streets of a seaport 
town. Such diffe ren ces as we meet are s li g ht. The ir inci sors did 
not ove rlap , as ou rs d o, but met edge to edge : a gri tty di et had worn 
down their molars to an exte nt rarely en counte red nowadays: an d 
th e ir shin hones were flatt ened. There is no tl'ace o f the ove rhang­
ing brows a nd ru gged fe rocity o f feature wherewith the novelist loves 
to invest the cave man, 

12 

fig. 4-5kull fporn Avellne's Hoi e, 8urplngton Combe . after 51 P . A . Keith . 
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The facts ,11'e that these Me ndip cavc men and wom e n \\'ere 
little people, low of stature, slende r of limb, smooth featul 'ed, not 
very muscular, hardy; hut still subject to some ills wi th which \\e 
are acquainted, In general appearance they resembled the inhab, 
itants o f CorsiC'l and Sardinia, except that one meets \\ith broad 
h eads amongst them, 

They probably made up for lael( of inches in agilit y. Their 
<.:hief prey and staple food was the giant red dear of the new fores ts, 
that everywhere were growing and they s ucces sfu lly ran him down 
witho ut eve n th e aid of a dog . Th e rhinoceros was abo ut to van ish, 
hut reindee r ami brown bear rrovided a change of diet, ,lnd they 
were flshers as well as hun te rs. Recently it has been sh ow n tl lat 
thi s r,lce occ upi ed Britain with little c ha nge until th e rise of th e 
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Fig. 3-Upper Pal reo lithic Implements from Go ugh 's Cave, Cheddar' . 
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The impo rt ~ n ce of th ese t wo caves is found in th e ir content of 
human rema ins. The Cheddar s l{e leton is almost complete. 
Av el in e's H ole has yielded bones of ~ t least t\venty indi viduals . 
Ornaments sho\\' that some, a t least of these were buried wi th 
ceremony. Th e Illost st ril{ing feature o f the re ma ins is th e ir con­
formity to modern t ypes. Not ont' o f these fo Il< wo uld aro use com­
ment if, in mod e rn garh, he passed thro ugh th E' streets o f a seaport 
town , Suc h differences as we mee t are s lig ht. Th e ir inciso rs did 
not overlap, as o urs d o, but met edge to edge: a gritty diet had WOrl1 
down the ir mo la rs to an extent rare ly e ncounte red nowaday s : and 
their shin bones were flattened . The re is no trace o f th e overhang­
ing brows and rugged ferocity of feature wherew ith the nove list loves 
to inves t the cave man. 
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Fig. 4-Skull from Aveline's Hole , Burrington Combe, after Sir. A. Ke ith 
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Th c facts a rc that these Mendip cavc Illen a nd women wcre 
little people, lnw of stature, s le nd e r of limb , smoot h fcatlll'ed, no t 
ve ry muscular, hardy; but s till subjec t t o somc ills with whic h \\T 

are aClJuainted. In general a ppea rance they I'ese mbl ed the inhah. 
itallts o f Corsic;1 and S a rdini a , exce pt th:lt o lle meets \\'ith broad 
h cads among,; t th e m. 

They pmhahly Illade up fo r lael, of inches in agi lit \· Theil' 
c hi e f prey and staple fo()ti wa s th e giant red dear of the new forests, 
that eve ryw he re were growin g a nd they succcssfully ran him down 
without eVt' 1I t he aid o f a dog. Th e rhin oce ros was about to vani,;lJ , 
hut reind eer alll! bl'Own hear provided a change of di e t, ;1I1li th e y 
were fi she r s as well as huntel's, l~ecent l y it has been show n tlwt 
this race occu pied BI'itain with littl e c ha nge until the ,-ise or the 
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Fig . 6 - Jaw o f Gi a nt Deer from Ave line's Hole. 
Roman Empire, and to-day it constitutes the m a trix o f the Engl ish 
people . 

Scveral o th e r caves in the district we re occ upied by Palzcolithic 
man, but unfortun a te ly their e xcava ti on was so badly performed that 
th e ev ide nce derived fro m th e m is o f small value. 

Fig . 5 - Flint Knives from a Cheddar Cave N atural Size . 
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Fig . 6 - Jaw of Gi a nt Deer from Aveline 's Hole. 
Roman Empire , and to-d ay it constitutes the matrix of th e En glish 
peo ple. 

Scveral other caves in th e district we re occupied by Pal<colithic 
man, hu t unfo rtun a te ly th e ir exca va tion was so badly performed that 
the evide nce der ived from them is o f small va lue, 

Fig . 5-Flint Knives from a Chedd ar Cave N a tural Size . 
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TRANSITION TO A SETTLED LIFE 

AND THE NEW STONE AGE. 


At the e nd of th e Old Stone Age me n we re li vi ng in small 
hunting gro ups which ranged, each in its own orbit, allove r Europe. 
How fa r they influe nced each other can be see n in th e homoge neity 
of th e a rt in various districts and in th e indu st ry. It a ppears th at 
a t thi s time H"it ai n was a unit w ith a na t ive s pirit. Mo reover, as 
fa r as we can judge, these peo ple left as a leg,lcy a religion II'hich 
was only st,lmped out with diffi c ulty by th e m edixva l c hurc h, and , 
as witchcra ft. has surv ived in remote di st ricts to t he present day. 

Of th e strange shad owy pe riod th a t fo ll owed we know very 
little, but about th e tim e th at me n inhabited Ave lill e's H ole a new 
people, physically much lil, e the o ld, pushed a long th e North o f 
Africa an d pOUl'ed into Spa in. They hunted le ss th a n t he ir 
predecessors, li v in g chiefly o n fish and snails. 

England was now jo ined to the contin e n t, an d there were fores t s 
eve rywh e re. By 5,000 B.C . the ne w m e n were se ttled along its 
rivers and coasts, whil e the desc end ants o f the Pab:olit hic hunters 
re tired t o the hills- they may he fo und livin g to·day, w ith th e ir hlood 
un changed , o n th e fl a nks of Plynlimmon an d in o th er I'e m ote places. 

The Mesolithic Period. 
The newcomers a re hest distinguished h y th e ir IVork,. I t is 

their pec ulial' a nd delicat e II'ork in flint which has impressed every 
investi ga t or. Implemen t s, so metimes on ly a third of a n inch 101lg, 
hearing sco res o f minute c h ips no t easi ly see n by the naked eye, a nd 
o fte n of geom et ri ca l fOJ"lll, a r e fo und on a ll T a rd eno is ia n dwelling 
sites ; for that is the name of this pe r iod. 

Fig . 7-Pygmy Flints fro m Rowber row Cave"" 

( p ~ F 
A B '" 

~ 3/L 
~. ~ l::;:~, . 

~ 
/, " 

.~~ ~~~~ 
Sco..k t 

16 

One such s ite was discovered hy 1"1r. T. F. He we r in th e pl a t­
form o utsid e King Arthur's Cave, Symo nds Yat. It is now in th e 
ea rly stages of investiga ti o n, but a lready a numbe r of these pygmy 
too ls, which were used as ha rpoon barbs, have been fo und . Other 
flint implements of new types, polished pebbles a nd utili sed bone s, 
occurred in fair quantity. The g rea t and unfa milia r beasts of the 
Old Stone Age h a d va nish ed, le av ing ox, horse, g ia nt-dee r, swine, 
a nd beaver; an d th ese, toge ther with fish and musse ls fr om th e \Vye 
beneath, formed th e food s upply . S o me survivals of Pala:olithic 
t ypes were found among th e flint implements, but as ye t it is too 
ea rly to haza rd a n op ini o n as to whethe r th e King Arthur' s Cave 
folll were o f a s urv iving P a la:olithi c s toc k, o r new-come rs, 0 1' a 
mi xed trihe . 

Mo re is l(\l ow n of th e Continent in these days. I n Fra nce the 
mag nifice nt naturalistic a rt h ad gone. The fisherm e n were very 
numero us a nd in th e cave o f Mas d' Azil over a th o usa nd of their 
roug h ha rpoons cam e to light. On th e shores o f the Ba lti c o the l' 
men were now huilding vill ages , lite rally on r a fts, a nd ha d begu n to 
tam e the dog; th e first domesti c an ima l. This rud e c ivilisa ti o n 
reac hed Yorkshire. The kindred Frenc h c ulture spread to th e 
Hig hl a nds. 

The New Stone Age. 
The taming o f th e dog m a de the I,eeping o f flo c ks and herds 

possible, thus revo luti oni s in g hum a n life t o a n ex te nt w hi c h has 
never happened befo re or since. By 5 ,000 B. C . th e first me n o f the 
broad headed Alpine F~ace from wh o m most modern Fren c hmen are 
de r ived were in ce ntral Europe, and o the rs swa rm ed a fte r th e m 
d"iving shee p and oxe n and bringing a know ledge of ag ri c ulture. By 
3,000 B .C. they we re estab lished in large vill ages th a t possessed 
pottery, corn and fruit s . Ci vi li s ing influences c r e pt into Rritain more 
tardil y, bu t hy 2,500 B.C ., wh e n th e re had long been c iti es in Egypt 
a nd Mesopotamia, th e na ti ves of this land Ivere forsalling their fishing 
settle m en ts 0 11 rive rsid e and sh o re, \\'ere g-athering fl ocl,s a nd he rds 
to th emselves, and were brea king in sm.t11 hillsid e patc hes t o till age . 
Sometim e be tween the end o f th e Old Stone Age an d this date 
I~r it a in had fi na lly becom e a n island. 

The tru e Neolithic pe riod is th e pe ri od o r the ch ipped or polished 
s tolle a xe, ea rth e nware a nd h usbandry. There is reaso n to beli eve 
that in Rritain it lasted fr om 2.500 to 1.800 B.C. Of th e ea rly 
years littl e r e mai ns o uts id e the g rea t and impo~ in g flint min es o f 
Grime's Graves in No rfolk a nd Ci ssbury in Suffollc A sma ll flint 
fac to ry o f thi s da te at Thatcham near Newbury has su pplied m a terial 
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TRANSITION TO A SETTLED LIFE 

AND THE NEW STONE AGE. 


At the e nd of th e Old Stone Age m e n w ere living in small 
hunting groups which ranged, eac h in its ow n or bit, a ll ove r Europe. 
How fa r they influ e nced each o th e r ca n he seen in th e homoge nei ty 
o f th e a rt in various districts and in the industry. It a ppea rs th a t 
a t this time 81'itain was a unit with a nati ve sp irit. l'"lo reover, as 
far as we can judge, these people left as a leg,lcy a r el ig ion whic h 
was on ly sta mped out with diffic ul ty by th e medi reva l church, and, 
as wi t c hcraft. has survived in remote districts to th e present day. 

Of th e stra nge shadowy pe ri od th a t fo ll owed we kno w very 
little, but abou t the time that men inhabited Av e line's H ole a new 
peo ple , phy::;ically much li ke t he o ld , pushed a lo ng th e North of 
Afric a and poured in to Spa in. They hunted le ss than th e ir 
predecessors, livin g c hi efl y o n fish and sna il s . 

England was now joined t o the con tin e nt , and there were forests 
eve rywh e re . By 5,000 B.C. th e new men we re set tled along its 
rive r s and coast s, while the desc e ndants o f the Pal::colithic hunters 
re tired to the hills- they may he fou nd living t o-day, with th e ir hlood 
unchanged, on the fl an l(s of Plynlimmon a nd in o th e r I-e mote places. 

The Mesolithic Period. 
The ne wcomers a l-e hest distinguished hy th e ir works. I t is 

t hei r pecu li a r a nd delicat e \\ 'o rk in fl int which has impressed every 
investi ga tor. Imple me nt s, some t im es onl y a third of a n in c h 101lg, 
hea ring scores of minute ch ips no t eas ily seen by the naked eye, a nd 
oft e n o f geo me t rica l form, are found on a ll Tanlen oisian dwel lin o 
si t es; fo r th a t is th e na m e o f thi s period. " 

Fig. 7 - Pygmy Flints f ro m Rowberrow Cav el' '' . 
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One s uch s ite was discovered by Mr. T . F. Hewe r in th e plat­
fo rm o utsid e King Arthur's Cave, Symo nds Yat. It is now in th e 
ea rly s t ages o f investiga tion, but a lready a num ber of these pygmy 
t oo ls, wh ich were used as harpoo n barbs, have bee n found. Other 
flint implements of new types, po li s hed pebbles a nd utilised bones, 
occ urred in fa ir quantity. The g rea t and unfamiliar beasts of th e 
Old Stone Age ha d vanished, le av ing ox, h orse, giant-deer, sw in e, 
and beave r ; and these, together with fish and mussels from th e VI/ye 
be nea th, formed the food supply. S o me survivals of Pal::colithic 
types were found a m ong the flint impl ement s, but as yet it is t oo 
ea rly t o hazard an op ini on as to whether the King Ar thur 's C ave 
foil, were o f a s urvi ving P a lreolithi c s t oc k, or new-comers , or a 
mixed trihe. 

Mo re is kn own o f the Continent in these days. In France the 
magnificent na turali s tic a rt ha d gone. Th e fishermen were very 
numerous and in the cave o f Mas d' Azil ove r a thousa nd of th e il' 
ro ugh harpoons came t o light. On th e shores of the Baltic oth er 
me n were now building vill ages, lite r a lly o n r a fts, a nd ha d begun to 
tame th e d og; th e first domestic an im a l. This rude c ivili sa ti o n 
reached Yorkshire. The kindred French cu lture sp re ad to th e 
High lands. 

The New Stone Age. 
The taming of the dog ma de the keep ing o f floc ks a nd herds 

possihle, thu s revolutionising hum a n life t o a n extent which has 
neve r happen ed before o r since . By 5,000 B. C . th e first me n of th e 
broad head e d Alpine f~ace from whom most modern F re nc hm en are 
deriv ed were in c entral Europe, a nd oth ers swarmed afte r th e m 
dr ivin g shee p and oxen a nd brin g ing a kn ow ledge of agriculture. By 
3,000 B. C. t hey were establis he d in large village s th a t possessed 
pottery , corll a nd fruits. Civilising influ e nces c rep t into Rrit ain more 
tardil y, but by 2,500 L3.C ., when th ere had long bee n cities in Egyp t 
a nd Mesopotam ia, the natives o f th is land we re fo rsal( ing th ei r fishing 
settlements o n riverside a nd s ho re, \\'ere g-a th e rin g fl ocl(s a nd herus 
to th emselves, a nd were breaking in small hills id e patch es t o till age . 
Sometime between the end o f t he Old Stone Age a nd this date 
f-3 rit a in ha d fi na lly become an is la nd . 

The tru e Neolithic pe riod is th e period o f t he chipped or polished 
stone axe, earthenware a nu husbandry. Thel-e is reason to helieve 
tha t in Rrit a in it lasted fr om 2.500 to 1.800 B. C. Of the early 
years littl e r emain s outs ide th e great a nd imposi ng flint mines o f 
Grime's Gra ves in Norfoll, a nd C issb ury in Suffo lk . A s ma ll flint 
fa ctory of thi s date a t Thatcha m nea r N e whury has supp li ed m a te ri a l 
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which suggests tha t Ba ltic influences were coming in . But in th e 
West there is no thing we can confidently assig n to this period. 'liV e 
may be sure tha t people lived he re , but theil' relics ha ve yet to be 
discovered. 

The difficulty of realising th e pos ition of the British Isles in th e 
Neolithic period when polit ica l o rganisa tion. as it is now und e rstood, 
began to ap pear, is vas t. T o-day in all humility we may say that 
Engla nd is the hu b of the ea rth ; t he port a nd c leari ng-h ouse of the 
Old 'vVorJd up t o and including India. But thi " status o nly began 
with the discove ry of America , and wa s only consolidated a ft er 
W ate rloo. I n some way allied to thi s geographical prom otion is 
th e rise of our c ultu ra l import a nce in the widest sense . We may 
be as insular as we pleas e in the H ebrides or the L ond on suburbs. 
but Shaw a nd Shakes peare a re popul a r dram atists in Germany to­
day, a ,\ '1iddlesbrough firm is building a bridge across Sydn ey 
H a rbou r, a nd Bristol aeropla nes are fl ow n ::t Il ove r th e ear-t h. Not 
one of these ha ppenings is accidental; there are cont r ibutory rac ial 
a nd environmenta l factors, as a ny one can ~e <: . 

Early in the New Stone Age Britain wa s a bou t as im porta nt in 
the general scheme of things as P ap ua is to-day. Its life was a dim 
s luggish re flec tio n of the daily round in th e (J uteI' world. 

Towal'ds the end of the third millenniu m B.C., the possession 
of fl ocks a nd herds and the pract ice of ag r icu lt u r~ had had its effec t 
and the erstwhil e hunters had formed la rge tribes with powerful 
religious orga nisa ti ons. The old nomad ic life had ceased a nd eac h 
tribe was set tled in a district which belonged to it. l\'1 en no longer 
depended on the day 's effo"t a nd the day's luck for the day's food. 

Megaliths. 
At this point the re was a great qui cken ing of the communal 

life which is revealed to us by the new cu lt ure of megali ths Ot- mighty 
stones. The British mega lith s closely rese mble French exa mples, 
Vessels a nd implements like o thers found a long the MediterranealJ 
wet'e found within th e latter, and these in t ur n a re t'e la ted to certain 
Egypti a n forms of kn ow n date. 2000 B.C. , th e approx im ate earliest 
date of these monuments in Britain, has thus I)een arrived at. 

Single s to ne monuments or menhirs are no t comm on in thi s 
district, but a stone in Armo ury Squa t'e, Stapl eton Road, B ristol. 
the POOI- re mn a nt of a blocl, that o nce was much greater, may be 
one. In that case its pos ition nea r the ce ntre of a ci ty is sure ly 
uniq ue. Thet'e is reason to believe that the stone on Redland Gree n 
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is a fall e n m enhir. The circular stone temples a t Avebury, Stone­
he nge , Rollright and Stanton Drew a re famo us enough to need no 
descript ion . Dolm ens or t a ble sto nes a re box like cham bered tombs 
which once were co vered by earthen mounds. There are exa mples 
a t Druid Stoke a nd on Broadfield Down. 

The best kn own a nd commonest mega lithic monum en ts at'e the 
long-ba rrows. These mounds a re betwee n 50 and 200 fee t long and 
30 a nd 80 feet wid e, Usu a ll y th e east end is th e higher a nd wide r. 
In most Cotswold exam ples the re is a portal at thi s end wh ich gives 
access to a c hambered passage wherein the rema ins res ted. The 
sides of th e barrows are often retained with in dry walling. Perhaps 
no t wo lo ng barrows are identica l a ny more than t wo churches. 
Th ere a n : a t least t en of these overg ro und fa m ily va ult s in North 
S omerse t , in Cluding th ose found by Mr. E. I~. Tratma n at F e lton, 
l<edhi lJ a nd Priddy. Mo re th a n 60 Cotswold exam ples are known 
in c luding t he group o f fiv e ro und Avening, near Na ils wo rth , and 
e ight at Uppe r Swell in the ex treme north-east of Gloucestershire. 

The idea of buildi ng c hambe red t ombs came fr om Fra nce a nd 
pe rhaps De nm a rk: two reg ions whi c h a lready we re in con tac t wit h 
Rrit a in. Bu t it was a n age of in ve nti on a nd fo reig n ideas we re 
s(Jon ada pted to na ti ve conditions and tas tes. Th us long barrows 
an d g re<l t s tone circles a re Briti sh developments which are ra re or 
absen t in France. 

The Stone Axe. 
The polished stone axe, a far more efficien t impl eme nt tha n 

anything \yhich came hdOt'C, belongs to this period. J\'1I-. Alfred 
S e lley who has seat'ched th e ground herea hou t s for a life-tim e, and 
know s Illore of th e loca l distributio n of flints than anyone e lse, has 
fo und hy the fr eque ncy of polished axes on h igh- g rou nd , something 
of th e haunts o f th e axe-m en. Ahbot's Leigh, Fa iland Hil l, V/ raxa ll 
Hill. \,ya lto n Hill, Bi sho psworth and the J\1e ndi p pla teau were 
centres o f th e ir population, A polished an d perforated stone mace 
head was found o n \ ,y interbou rn e Down; ve t'y few polished st ones 
have been discovered on the Cotswolds. 

As a rul e the migra tion of the axe-me n to the unfores ted a nd 
healthi e t' upl a nd s was pretty general, but one axe was found on low 
ground a t Portishead. S ome years ago Mr. Selley to ok seve ra l oth e rs 
f!'O m th e ru hb ish heap of a neo lithic fishing vil lage at S hirehampto n 
which was ha lf obsc ured hy Avo n m ud. SCt-apers, chipped kni ves , 
arrowheads, and coa ,'se potsherds. most of which are now in the 
Camhridge museum , we re in th e sa me heap. Other flint axes have 
been t urned up from time to tim e in t he Glastonbury fens, o ften 
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which suggests that Baltic influences were coming in. But in the 
West there is nothing we can confidently assign to this period. 'We 
may be sure that people lived here, but their relics hav e yet to he 
discovered. 

The difficulty of realising the position of the British Isles in the 
N eo lithic period when political organisation, as it is now understood, 
began to appea r, is vast. To-day in all humility we may say that 
England is the hub of the earth; the port and clearing-house o f the 
Old \-V orld up to and including India. But this status only began 
with the discove ry of America, and \Va s only consolidated after 
Waterloo. In some way allied to this geographical promotion is 
the rise of our cultural importance in the widest sense. \-Ve may 
be as insular as we please in th e H eb rides or the London s uburbs , 
but Shaw and Shallespea re are popular dramatists in Germany to­
day, a Middlesbro ugh firm is building a bridge across Sydney 
Harbour, and Bristol aeroplanes arc flo wn a llove r the ea rth. Not 
one of th ese happenin gs is acciuental; th el' oo are contributory racia l 
and environmental factors, as anyone can see . 

E a rly in the N ew Ston e Age Britain wa s abo ul as important in 
the general scheme of things as Papua is to·da y . I ts life was a dim 
sluggish re fl ec tion of the daily round ill th e Olltl:r world. 

Towards the end of the third millennium B.C., th e possessio n 
of floclls a nd he,·us and the prac tice of agric u lt u re had hau its effec t 
and the erstwhil e hunters had form ed la rge tribes with powerfu l 
religious organisations. The old noma di c li fe had cea seu and each 
tribe was settled in a district which belonged to it. Me n no longer 
depended on th e day's effort and th e day's lucll fO I' th e day' s food. 

Megaliths. 
At this point there was a great quickeni l1g of the communal 

life which is reveal ed to us by th e ne w cult ure of megaliths or mighty 
stones. The British megaliths close ly resemble French examples. 
Vessels and implements lille others found along the !'vleditelTanean 
were found within the latter, and these in turn are rel a ted to certain 
Egyptian forms of known date. 2000 B.C., the ap proximate eadiest 
date of these monum ents in Britain, has thus bee n arrived at. 

Single s tone monuments or menhirs are not common in this 
district, but a stone in Armoury Square, Stapleton Road, Bristol, 
the poor remnant of a block that once was much g reater, may be 
one. In that case its position near the centre of a city is surely 
unique. The re is reason to believe that the stone on Redlanu Green 
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is a falle n menhir. The circular stone temples at Avebury, Stone. 
he nge, Rollright and Stanton Drew are fam o us enough to need no 
description. Dolmens or tabl e stones are box like chambered tombs 
which once were covered by earthen mounds. There are examples 
at Druid Stolle and o n Broad field Down. 

The bes t Iin ow n and commonest megalithic monuments are th e 
long. barrows. These mounds are betwee n 50 a nd 200 feet long anu 
30 and 80 feet wide. Usua lly the eas t end is th e higher and wider. 
In mos t Cotswo ld examples there is a portal a t this enu which gives 
access to a chambereu passage wherein the remains rested . The 
sides o f the barrows are often retain ed within dry walling. Perhaps 
no two long barrows are ide ntica l any mo re th a n two churches. 
Thel'e are at lea st ten o f these overground family vaults in North 
Somerset, including those found by Mr. E. ({. Tratm a n at F e lton, 
l.(edhill and F',·iduy. More than 60 Cotswo lu examples are known 
including the g roup of five round Avening, near Nailsworth, anu 
eight at Upper Swell in the extreme north·east of Gloucestershire. 

The idea o f building ch a mbered tombs came from France a nd 
perhaps Denm a rl( : two regions which alread y were in contact ""ith 
Hritain. But it was an age of invention and for eig n ideas were 
suon adapted to nati ve conditions and t as tes. Thus lo ng barrows 
and great stone circl es are British developments which a re rare or 
ahse nt in France. 

The Stone Axe. 
The polished stone axe, a far mo re efficient implem ent th a n 

an ything \\'hich came be fo re, belongs to thi s perioU . JIll'. Alfrcd 
Selley who has searched th e ground hereaho uts for a life·time, and 
know s I110I'e of the loca l distl'ihution o f flint s than anyone else, has 
found hy the frequ e ncy of polished axes on high·ground, some thin g 
of th e haunts of th e axc·me n. Abbot's L eigh, F a iland Hill , vVraxall 
Hill , \Valton Hill, Bishopsworth and th e !\lendip pl a teau we re 
ce ntres of theil' popula tion. A polished and perfora ted stone ma ce 
head was found on \Vinterhoul'1l e Down; very few polished stones 
have been discovered on the Cotswolds. 

As a rule th e migration of the axe-men to th e unforested and 
hea lthier uplands was pretty general, but one axe was fo und o n low 
gl'ound at Portishead. Some years ago Mr. Selley tool( seve ral others 
from the "ubbish heap of a neo lithi c fishing village at Shirehampton 
which was half ohscured by Avon mud. S CI'a pers , chipped kniv es, 
arrowheads, and coa rse potsherds, most of which are now in the 
Cambridge museum, were in the sa me heap. Othc,' flint axes have 
been turneu up from time to time in the Glastonhul'y fe ns, often 
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along with bronze weapons. These, together with fragments of 
polished tools from bronze-age barrows excavated by the Spel::eo­
logical Society, show that this most efficient tool remain ed in use 
long a fter the Megalithic period. 

Neolithic Dwellings. 
Most of our knowledge of these folk is drawn from tombs and 

therefore is very one-sided. Recently, several late Neolithic cave 
dwellings have been explort'd in IVlendip. A party from Downside 
Abbey found in a fissul-e at Nettlebridge neal' Shepton lVlallet a 
numbe r of broken human bones of modern type together with vesse ls 
decorated all ovel' with the impressed thumbn a il; a motif which 
has survived on Scotch shortbread. The exploration was nevel' 
comple ted. 

In th e Outlook Cave, Ebbor Gorge, I'vlr. Balch ha s found human 
bones, thumbnail pottery, pa rt of a polished stone mace-head, a 
triangular flint arrowhead, and many bones of domestic beasts. In 
another dwelling place of th e same age, beneath an overhanging rock 
in the same gorge, he was fortunat e enough to obtain a stone axe 
with a ground hlade, a large oval scaled knife, and mOI-e thumhnail 
pottery. 

Fig. 8-Rowberrow Cavern. 
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01'. Taylor's labours in Rowberrow Cave rn have supplied a 
round bottomed Neolithi c bowl with an overhanging I'jm decorated 
with the" maggot" pattern , it therefore belongs to a \vell-known 
long-barrow type. Sherds o f Beal{er-ware (F ig. 9., 4) which 

Fig. 9 -N eo lithic, Beak e r and" Food Vessel" sherds from 

Rowberrow Cavern. 
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will be described later, were near it. \\iith th e pottery \vas a service 
of flint implemen ts wrought by shallow sca ling, including part of a 
polished toul and barbed stone an'owheads. But undoubtedly th e 
important feature of the industry he l'e found was the presence of 
30 pygmy flints (Fig . 7); though not quite the sa me as the ea rlier 
pygmies fl'om King Arthur's Cave th ey are probably deri ved fl'ol11 the 
Al,thursian industl'y, They suggest that th e indwellers in Rowberrow 
Cave l'l1 were the descendants of men who dwelt in Britain in 
Tard eno isi a n times . They in turn perhaps were duived fro l11 the 
cave men of Old Stone Age. 

Sun Hole, Ch eddal', has also produced an assoc iation of round 
bottom ed Neolithic pottery, she rds of Beaker-ware, fin e ly scaled flint 
impl ements and small fragment,; of a polished axe. Soldier' s H ole 
in Cheddar Gorge has so far gi ven us a set of stOne implements 
including a polished axe and a chipped stone speu-head. 
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along with bronze weapons. These, together with fragments of 
polished tools from bronze-age barrows excavated by the Spel::eo­
logical Society, show that this most efficient tool remained in use 
long after the Megalithic period . 

Neolithic Dwellings. 
Most of our knowledge of these folk is drawn from tombs and 

therefore is very one-side.1. Recently, several late Neolithic cave 
dwellings have been explored in Mendip. A party from Downside 
Abbey found in a fissure at Nettlebridge near Shepton Mallet a 
number of broken human bones of modern type together with vessels 
decorated all over with the impressed thumbnail; a motif which 
has survived on Scotch shortbread. The exploration was never 
completed. 

In the Outlook Cave, Ebbor Gorge, i'vlr. Balch has found human 
bones, thumbnail pottery, part of a polished stone mace-head, a 
triangular flint afl'owhead, and many bones of domestic beasts. In 
another dwelling place of the same age, beneath an overhanging rock 
in the same gorge, he was fortunate enough to obtain a stone axe 
with a ground blade, a large oval scaled knife, and more thumbnail 
pottery_ 

Fig. 8 - Rowberrow Cavern. 
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Dr. Taylol"s labours in Rowbermw Cavern have supplied a 
round bottomed Neolithic bowl with an ovel'hanging rim decorated 
with the" maggot" pattei'll, it thel'dore belongs to a well-known 
long-ban'ow type. Shenls of 8eal<er-ware (Fig, 9., 4) which 

Fig. 9 -Neolithic, Beaker and" Food Vessel " sherds from 

Rowbet't'ow Cavern. 
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will be desct'ibcd latet', were near it. \Vith the pottery was a set'vice 
of flint implements wrought by shallow scaling, including part of a 
polished too l and barbed stone arrowheads. But undoubtedly the 
important feature of the industry here found was the presence of 
30 pygmy flints (Fig. 7); though not quite the same as the earliel­
pygmies from King Arthur's Cave they at'e probably derived from the 
Arthursian industl'Y. They suggest that th e indwellers in Rowberrow 
Cavern we re the descendants of men who dwelt in 8ritain in 
Tardenoisian times. They in turn perhaps were derived from the 
ca ve men of Old Stone Age. 

Sun Hole, Cheddar, has also produced an association of '-ound 
bottomed Neolithic pottery, sherds of Beal<er-wal'e, finely scaled flint 
implements and small fragment" of a polished axe. Soldier's Hole 
in Cheddar Gorge has so far given us a set of stone implements 
including a polished axe and a chipped stone spear-head. 
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The most significant Neolithic site ~n this district was found by 
the Somerset Arch<eological Society under an overhanging rock in . 
Chelm's Combe, Cheddar, where round bottomed bowls and the 
bones of the men who used them had survived. One of the bowls 
is of a Spanish type. The Neolithic men who dwelt in these seven 
caves had domestic beasts, but they hunted freely to augment their 
food stocks. 

Neolithic Man. 

The description of the Pal<eolithic man of Aveline's Hole and . 
Gough's Cave could be used for the men from the Gloucestershil'e 
and Somersetshire long barrows and from Chelm's Combe without 
much amending. Perhaps the main difference is that the long· 
barrow men had narrower faces than the cave men. ,j udging by the 
skeletons we have there is no reason to suppose that the long.harrow 
men were other than the descendants of the cave men. But this IS 

a theory that needs testing hy research in transitional stations. 

A skull was taken from Bisley long-barrow upon which the 
dangerous and delicate surgical operation of trepanning had been · 
successfully performed. 

It has been asserted that the lVlegalithic culture was carried 
across Europe by traders from the Near East who were in quest of 
gold, amher and pearls. They were dark broad-heads, and are 
known as Prospectors. Professor Fleure has discovered in Pem· 
broke and South Cardigan, where Megaliths are numerous, numbers 
of men who may be their descendants. Never the less, no oriental 
Neolithic objects have appeared in the \Vest of England and, 
moreover, the skeletons from the long·barrows all appear to belong 
to the distinctive native type. 

At this period it is probable that work began on the gold 
bearing gravel of 'Nicklow. FOI' centuries this was the most 
important gold-field in Europe and this may account for the enor· 
mous numbel' of flint axes and early bronze implements found in 
Ireland. But there are few signs of the gold trade in these parts. 
Trade there was: no one can walk across a ploughed field on 
Mendip without discovering a flint implement or flal(e. No flint is 
found naturally in the district, therefore, the presence of such 
enormous quantities on the land is testimony of settled conditions 
and an interchange of commodities in the New Stone and Bronze 
Ages. 
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The ,\legalithic stagl' ce rtainly lasted into the <:;\I'ly Bronze 
Age ; the occ urrenc e: of Reake r·ware with Neolithic pottel'y is good 
evid ence of that. St o n , ~henge itself was raised after the close of 
the Nc\\ Stone Age. It is now we ll·kn ow n that the inmT circle of 
blue stones was brought then ce from PemiJrol(eshire. P erhaps 
they were fcrried across the Scvern cstual'Y to Uphill or \Vorl ebury 
and toiled along l\lemlir to the \Viltshire D owlls by devout 
he rdsmen. 

Fig. lO-Merlin 'S Cave, Symond's Vat. 
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The most significant Neolithic site fn this district was found by. Th e :'Ih:galithi c stag" certainly lasted into the cady Bronze 
the Somerset Archxological Society under an overhanging J'ock in Age; the OCCUl'I'PIl Ce of Bcaker-ware wit h Neo lithic pottery is good 
Chelm's Combe, Cheddar, where round bottomed bowls and the evidence of that. S ton ehenge itself was rais e;: d after the close of 
bones of the men who used them had survived. One of the bowls the New Stone Age. It is no w we ll -known that the inner ci rcle of 
is of a Spanish type. The Neolithic men who dwelt in these seven blue stonp~ \Vas brought then ce;: from Pembrol{eshire. Perhaps 
caves had domestic beasts, but they hunted fr ee ly to augment their they were felTied a Cl'oss th e Severn est uary to Uphill or \iVorlehury 
food stocks. and toiled a long 1\Jendip to the 'vViltshire Downs hy devo ut 

herdsmen. 

Neolithic Man. Fig. lO-Merlin's Cave. Symond's Vat. 

The description of the Palxolithic man of Aveline's Hole a nd . 
Gough's Cave could be used for the men from the Gloucestershire 
and Somersetshire long barrows and from Chelm's Combe without 
much amending. P erhaps the main difference is that the long­
barrow men had narrower faces than the cave men . Judging by th e 
skeletons we have there is no reason to suppose th a t the 10ng-ban'O\Y 
men were other than the uescendants of the cave men, But this IS 

a theory that needs testing by resea rch in transitiona l stations, 

A slwll was tal,e n from Bisley long-barrow upon which the 
dangerous and delicate surgical operation of trepanning had be en · 
successfully performed. 

It has been asserted that th e Megalithic culture was carried 
across Europe by traders from the Near East who were in quest of 
gold, amher and pearls. They were darl, broau-heads, and are 
known as Prospectors. Professor Fle ure has uiscovered in Pem­
broke and South Cardigan, where lvlegaliths are numerous, numbers 
of men who may be their descendants, Never the less, no oriental 
Neolithic objects have appeared in the \iVest of England and, 
moreover, the skeletons from the long-barrows all appear to belong 
to the distinctive native type. 

At this period it is probahle that work began on the gold 
bearing gravel of Wicklow. FOJ' centUl'ies this was the most 
important gold-field in Europe and this may account for the enor­
mous number of flint axes and early bronze implements found in 
I J·eland. But there are few signs of the gold trade in these parts, 
Trade there was: no one can wall, across a ploughed field on 
Mendip without discovering a flint implem en t or flake, No flint is 
found naturally in the district, therefore. the presence of such 
enormolls quantities on the land is testimony of settled conditions 
and an interchange of commodities in the New Stone and Bronze 
Ages, 
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Fig. ll - Beakep and Bronze Age Graves and Grave Goods. 

THE BEAKER FOLK. 
Towards the end of the IVIegalithic period a great drought in · 

Russia, lil,e that which had such te rrible results some years since, 
set in motion a fair sl,inned people who lived in th e Ul!raine. They 
seem to have violently intruded on their neighhollrs, killing the men 
and marrying with the women; then loca l pressure, or the impulse 
to adventure, set them on the road again. By their skeletons and 
by the distinctive objects they left behind th ey can be traced to 
Bohemia, and from thence to many places. The hranch which 
concerns us moved along South Germany, and made its way up the 
Rhin e to the shores of th e North Sea . By 1850 B.C. they had 
c rossed to Britain, and fot· many yeat's their inc ursions continued ;. 
not as invade rs, for their numbers were relatively small, hut as th e 
prototypes of the colonists of New England. 

The charac teristic vessel which this colonising people a lways 
made and left in their graves and dwelling sites, wh e reby we may 
trace them throughout their wanderings, is the heal,er ; a well·made 
pot of good yellow or red earthenware, almlYS decorated (Fig. 11.,5),. 
usua lly in zones or bands. 

Unlil<e Neolithic men the Beaker·[,l lk never bui lt long harrows, 
but threw up round mounds ove r their s tone·lined graves Ot' cists. 
(Fig. 11., 1). From theit' bones we Imo\\' a good deal ahout their 
appearance. They were stalwart hr (1 .iLl·he 'lds, t he ir more powe rful 
muscles were scaffolded llpon r ugged fr a mes , <lnd their features 
were the reverse of suave. 

The inlets a nd rivers from S out !,;\;n pto n to Aberdeen let the 
Beaker·folk into Britain. They swarmed up the Thames, and 
strongly estah li shed themselves on the unwooded chalk uplands of 
Wilts, Yorl,shire, Del'by, and Ahe rdeen. Until recently it was 
believed that they had avoided this distr ict e nti" ely , hut within the 
past few years the Spel:oeolog ical Society h<ls found their pottery 
at Blac kdown, Row be rrow C ave rn, Tyning 's Farm, a nd Sun Hol e, 
Cheddar, in Mendip; at Nailsworth, and a t Symond's Yat. The 
same ware was discovered in the Chelm 's Comhe rock shelter. 
Some years ago IVIr. St. George Gray excava ted a great round 
harrow at \\li ck, neal' Stogursey, and found therein thn:e he<l kers 
and sl<eletons, and some elahora t e flint daggers. Thus the re is 
every reason to helieve that the SomC!rset hills were strongly 
co lonised, forming a linl, between th e se ttlements of 'vVilts and those 
of South Wales. Only a fe w heakers have been found in Ireland .. 

There is e very reason to believe that in the south and east of 
this country, at least, the Beaker·foll; co ns tituted themselves an 
aristocracy which led and ruled the less vigoroliS but far more. 
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Fig. ll-Beakel' and Bronze Age Graves and Grave Goods. 

THE BEAKER FOLK. 
Towards the end o f th e Megalithic pe riod a g reat drou ght in ­

Russia, like that which had such terribl e results some years s ince, 
set in motion a fa ir s kinn ed people who lived in th e Ukraine. They 
seem to have viol ently intruded on their neighbours , killing the men 
and ma rrying with the women; then local pressure, or the impulse 
to adventure, set the m on the road aga in. By their skeletons a nd 
by th e dis t inctive objects they left be hind th ey can he traced to 
Bohemia, and from thence to many places. The hranch which 
concerns us moved along South Ge rm a ny, and made its way up th e 
Rhin e to the s ho re s o f the North S e,l, By 1850 B.C. they had 
c rossed to Britain, and for many years their incursions continued ;; 
not as invade rs, for their numbers we re relatively small, but as the 
prototypes o f th e colonists of 1"l' W Engla nd. 

The characteris tic vessel which this co lon ising people always 
made and left in th e ir graves and dl·".: lIing s ites, wh e re by we may 
trace them through out their wande rin gs, is the beaker; a well-m ade 
pot of good yellow or red ea rth enware, a ll"a),s decorated (Fig. 77.,5), . 
usually in zones or bands_ 

Unlike Neolithi c me n the Beal<e r -folk ne ve r built long barrows, 
but threw up round mounds over th e i,' s tone · lin ed g raves or cists. 
(Fig. 77., 7). From theil' bon es we l,nn ll' ,[ good deal ahout th e ir 
appea rance, They were stalwart hr odd-heads, tl 'IC lr more powe rful 
muscl es were scaffolded upon ru ggc'd frames, an d their fe a tures 
we re the reve rse of suave . 

The inlets and rive rs from SoutlJ <l mpton to Aherdeen le t the 
Beake r-fo lh into Britain. Th ey swarm ed up the Thames, and 
strongly esta hlish ed th e mselves on the unwooded chalk uplands of 
Wilts, Yor!,shire, Derby, and A he rd ee n, Until ,'ece ntly it was 
helieved that they had avoided thi s dist"ict ent ire ly , but within the 
past few yeal's th e Spelreological Society hils round th e ir potte ry 
a t Blac kdown, Rowberroll' Cavern, Ty n ing's Farm, and Sun H ole, 
Cheddar, in Mendip; a t Nailsll' orth, and at S)'m ond's Va t, The 
same ware was discove red in the Chelm' s Combe rocl; shelt er , 
Som e years ago lVlr, St. George Gray exc;lVa ted a great ro und 
barrow a t 'Ni ck, nea l' Stogursey. an d found therein three bea kers 
and skeletons, a nd some elaborate flint dagg e rs , Thus the re is 
every reason to beli eve that the Somerset hills were strongly 
colonised, forming a linl( betw ee n th e se ttlem ent s o f \Vilts and those 
of South W a les. Only a few beakers have bee n found in Ireland. 

The re is every reason to beli eve th a t in th e south and east of 
this country, at least , the Bea l, e r-fo lk con s tituted themselves an 
aristoc racy whi ch led and rul ed the less vi goro us but far more. 
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nume "OllS dar\{, long· headed natives. How they establi s hed their 
rule we C,ln ()Illy conjectu re, hut wh,ltever their status was there 
was ulld oubted ly a g"eat inCl'ease in prosperity and population in 
their day, which la~ted unt il 1,500 B.C. 

The Be'lker·j-"ulk were a lways o ut·llumhered hy the nati ves, 
especially in the :-\orth and \Vest, and gradually they were absorbed. 
To·day folk of ,his type are most frequently f,)Und in Aben.leenshire, 
N orth U'" br ia , Derby~hi re, a nd the B'lla Cleft in North \Vales, 
whe,'e the"e a rc also many ev id ences of their early occupation, 
Charles Danvin was a cou nt e rpart o f thi s ve ry fine type. In the 
Sou th they cont "ibuted st, 'a ins to the population, but such have 
been obscured hy later in vas ions . 

THE BRONZE AGE. 
Researches in Egypt have rnaue it clear th at the uiscovery of 

bronze and its possibiiities h,lll been 'lccompli shed by 2,800 B.C, 
The knowl edge was slowly ca 'Tied across Eurupe so that by 2,000 
B.C. (?) it h ,ll\ been in t roduced into Britain. Primitive bron;~e 
d agge rs are sometimes fo un d ill Beal(er graves. It g radua lly came 
into genera l use, disp lacing more ,lnd more flint impl ements; but 
the revolut ion that it effected in the way of living wa s more tardy. 
The peop le st ill avoided the swampy, forest ed va ll ey~, with their 
wild beas ts a nd ague, and dwelt on th e bare uplands. I n fact, in 
Britain during the earl y BI'()nze r\ge life was confined to the hills 
mo re than at any othe r period. Th e vast labour required to hew 
down trees with s m a ll hronze or stOne axes I,ept th e damp wooded 
j\-1idlands almost uninhabited. 

Metal. 
The ear li est bronze axes were Ra t plat e~ of the s hape of 

polished stone axes. More of these specimens a re found in Ire land 
and I::ngland th,ln a nywh e re in Europe, testify ing to th e importance 
of the \Vicldow gold. field an d th e dellsitl' o f the pop ul at io n here in 
th e early metal ages. Some ye,l rs ago 1\-\1'. O. G. S. Crawforu pre· 
pared a map of the finds of fLlt axes made in this coun t '·y. Most 
discoveries were m ade i,l open chall( or limestclile dist"icts such as 
Sal isbury 1)lai ll and ,V1enliip, hut ful'thc:r, Illany axes were s trung 
Out along lin es of great leng th which appea l' to indicate ancient 
t" ~lde m utes . O lle su ch "o ut e "uns fmm th e region of Southamp· 
ton, through \Vinchester, Newbury, Ci"encester, \Vorcester, a nd 
Shre wsb ury. to \Varrington, where other ro utes join it. There is 
reason to believe th at the chi ef po,'t for th e Iri sh gold -fields was in 
the ne ighbo urhood of 'vVarrington. 
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Fig . 12 - Bronze Age Graves and Grave Goods. 

numerous darl" long-headed natives . H ow they est a hli s hed th e ir 
rul (' we can ol1ly conjec ture, hut whateve r th e ir status was th e re 
was undoubtedly a great increase in prosperity and popul a ti on in 
their da y, w hi c h las t ed until 1,500 B.C. 

The 1'3ea kn '-lo lk wen~ always ou t-numhered by the nati ves , 
especi a lly in the North a nd \Vest, a nd gradually they were ahsorbed. 
T o-d ay rolk o f this type a re m os t fr equen tly f,Hlnd in Aberdeenshire, 
N or thu mbria, [)erby~h ire, and the Bala C left in North \ Va les, 
w here there are a lso lllallY ev id ences of the ir ea rly occupation. 
Ch ar les Darwin was a counte rpa rt of this ve l-y fine ty pe. I n th e 
South they contributed strains to the po pulation, but su c h have 
bet:n ohsc ured by later invas ions . 

THE BRONZE AGE. 
l~esea rches in E gypt have rnad e it c lea r th a t the di scove l-Y of 

bronze and it s p ossibilities had been accolll pli s he d by 2,800 B.C. 
Th e knowledge was slowly carried ac ross Europe so that by 2,000 
B.C . (?) it had been introd uced into B rit ain . Primitive bronze 
dagg e rs ,He so m e times found in Beal<er graves . It gl'adually C<lme 
into general use, d isplac ing more and mo re flint impl ements; but 
the revoluti on that it e ffected in t he way of li ving was mo re ta rd y. 
The peo pl e still avoided the swampy, fOI-ested valleys, with t he ir 
w ild he:1s ts and ague , and dwe lt on th e ban: upl an d s. I n fact, in 
Britain during the e arly 8ro nze Age li fe was co nfin ed t o t he hill s 
mOI-e th an at any o ther period. T he vast labour r equ il-ed t o h ew 
down tre es w ith sma ll hron ze o r stone axes lu:!p t t he damp wooded 
Midl ands a llllost uninhabited . 

Metal. 
The ea rliest bl-onze axes were fl a t plates of the shape o f 

polished stone axe". Mo re of these specimens <l1-e fo und in Ire land 
and Eng la n d than a nywhere in Europe. t e st ifying to the impo rt ance 
of the \Vicld ow gold-field and th e dens ity of the population he l'e in 
the ea rl y m ~ t a l ages. Some years ago (\-\t-. O. G. S. C ra\v ford pre ­
pared a map of the finds of fl <lt axes m ade in t his coun try. Mos t 
discove ri es were m ade in ope n cha ll, 0 1- lim esto ne d is tri cts su c h as 
Sa lis bury P la in <l1ll1 ,Vl e ndip, but furth e r , m a ny axes were strun g 
out ,dong lin es of grea t length which appea r to indicate ancient 
tr ;\t! e routes. One suc h rou t e run s frOI11 the reg ion of Southamp­
ton, thro ugh \ V in che stel-, New hury , Cirencestel-, 'vVo rcester, a nd 
Shrews bury. to \\T<lf'rin gton, whe re other rou tes j o in it. Th e re is 
reason to believe t hat the c h ief pOl't for th e Iri sh gold-fields was in 
th e neighbo urhood of \V a rrington _ 
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Flat axes have bee n found loca lly on Banne rd ow n, near Bath, 
a nd in th e gorges o f Ebhor and Cheddar. A small hoard of axes of 
a n early type, wh ich was discovered a t Coombe Dingle by a schoo l­
boy, is no\\' in th e Bristol Nlu seum. 

Fig . 13-Socketed Axe from near Chipping SodlJury 
and a Spear-head from Yeovil. 

(,,,5' 0 ,l. 3 

The wealth o f th e mid dle and la te Bro nz e .\;';t' may be judged 
fro m th e numbers of more evo ll'ed \\'(~ap()nf; and implements found 
about th e country, amo ng th e local iti es he ing Edington, Draycott , Ax . 
hri dge, Brean Down, Hutton, Banwell, Ti c ke nham, Cheddar, Pridd y, 
Compton i'vlartin, Radf;tocl(, Camerton, S()I.~bury Hill (Bath), th e 
c ity o f Bristol, Floating H arbou r , Avonmouth Dock, \Vest bury-o n­
Try m , and Chipping S odbury. In o t her places im ple men t f; have 
hee n fou nd and st ra ightway consigned to the melting-pot. In some 
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places isolated spearheads or axes we re discove re d, but at Compton 
Martin, Priddy an d th e Eding ton turbari es, hoards of weapo ns, 
hidden an d forgotten by m erchan ts o r fou nd ers, have com e to li ght. 
The sole s urvivin g axe f/'Om Compton is of Breton t ype a nd 
presum ah ly was traded ove r from Brittany before 1,000 B,C, 

Fig . 14-Bronze Axe. C o mpto n- Martin , 

The Round Barrow. 
The Bro nze Ag e is the period of th e I'ound barrow. These 

burial mo unds a re found everywhe re in the distri c t and are s poke n 
o f as" toots," "tou t s, " ,. tlltS, " o r "tumps." In size they I'ange 
from examples liI<e l'vlill Tut Barrow, between vVestbury-on-Trym 
a nd Southmead, which is seve n fee t high and abo ut seventy fee t 
ac ross (Fir;. 75) to t he littl e mounds on I(ingsweston Down, whic h 
cannot be seen when th e grass is long. Bodies we re no lo nger 
b uried in th e rough stone co ffe rs or c is t s of Reaker tim es , but were 
cre m ated, Ofte n th e ashes we re gathered into large d ecora ted urn s 
of coarse ea rthenwa re and these we re inve rt ed a nd placed on th e 
g round a nd t he ea rth pil ed over th e m (Figs. 77., 4, and 72,,2 and 3.) 

Some years ago an arch<£ ol ogica l s urvey of North Somerset 
was begun by the Spe la::o logica l S ocie ty, a nd th e results a re published 
from ti me t o ti me , In th e small area be tween Priddy a nd Cheddar 
Mr. Tratman fou nd seventy-two ro und ba rrows , th e majority o f 
.v hich h a d not been previously recorded. An oth e r score we re 
d iscovered in th e regi o n between Filto n, I~ed hill an d Cl eeve , 
Altogethe r in t he di s tri c t the number runs into severa l hundreds; 
th ere is hardly an upland s l,y line that is no t broken by o ne O J' m o re 

29 



Flat axes have been found locally on Bannerdown, near Bath, 
and in the gorges of Ebnor and Cheddar. A small hoard o f axes of 
an early type, which was discovered at Coombe Dingle by a school­
noy, is now in the Bristol Museum. 

Fig . I3-Socketed Axe from near Chipping SodlJury 
and a Spear, head from Yeovil. 

". 

The wealth of the middle and late Bronze Age may be judged 
from the Jlumbers of m[)re evolved We<lrOIIS and implem ents found 
about the country, amo ng the localities heing Edington, Drayc<Jtt, Ax, 
bridge, Brean DO\\' n, Hutton, Banwell, Tickenham, Cheddar, Priddy, 
Compton Ma rtin, Rads tock, Camerton, Solsbury H iii (Rat h) , the 
city of Bristol, Floa ting Harbour, Avonm outh Dock, \Vestbury-on, 
Trym, and Chipping Sodbury. In other places implements have 
been found and st/'aightway consigned to the melting-rot. In some 
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places isolated spea/'heads or axes were discovered, but at Compton 
Martin, Priddy and the Edington turbaries, hoards of weapons, 
hidden and forgotten by merchants or founders, have come to light. 
The sole surviving axe from Compton is of Breton type and 
presumably was traded over from Brittany before 1,000 B .C. 

Fig . I4- Bronze Axe, Compton-Martin, 

The Round Barrow. 

The Bronze Age is the pe/'iod of the round barrow. These 
burial mounds are found everywhere in the district and are spoken 
of as" toots," "touts," "tuts," or " tumps," In size they range 
from examples lil<e Mill Tut Barrow, between Vv'estbury-on-Trym 
and South mead, which is seven feet high and about seventy feet 
across (Fig. 75) to the little mounds on \{ingsweston Down, which 
cannot be seen when the grass is long. Bodi es were no longer 
buried in the rough stone coffers or cists of Real<er times, but \vere 
cremated. Often the ashes were gathered into large decorated urns 
of coarse earthenware and these were inverted and placed on the 
ground and the earth piled over them (Figs . 77 .,4, lind 72. ,2 and 3.) 

Some years ago an archaeological sLi/'vey of North Some/'set 
was begun by the Spela:ological Soci ety, and the results are published 
from time to time. [n the small area be tween Priddy and Cheddar 
Nlr. Tratman fou nd seventy-two round bal'l'ows, the majority of 
Nhich had not been previously /'eco rded. Another score \\Jere 
discovered in the region between Filton, Redhill and Cleeve. 
Altogeth e r in the district the number runs into several hundreds; 
there is hardly an upland skyline that is not broken by one or more 
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of th em. If th e B riti s h B ronze Age lasted from 1,800 B.C. to 700 
B .C ., a nd eve ry mound was heaved ove r th e re ma in s o f a no tab le 
pel'son, the de ns ity of the upl a nd po pulation in those d~l ys was ve l')' 
grea t . 

Barrows at Tyning's Farm, Mendip. 
An inte restin g g ro up o f fi ve ba rrovvs has been excava ted by 

Mr. R. F. Read and o the rs a t T ynin g 's Fa rm , Ch a rte l'ho use , 
Mendip. On e conta ined b urnt bo nes and little el:;e ; a noth e r ha d 
b ee n di sturbed. Th ere we re t wo in te r ments in t he t h ird. The 
o ldest in te l'ment of bu rnt bones had bee n made in a pit a lo ng 
with ho ne s to nes (F ig 12.,4) a nd a Aint sc rape r. In th e second a ry 
inte rme nt th e burnt bones of a woman a nd yo un g child we re con­
ta ine d in a n inve l-ted ur n which cu ltu rally had descen ded frOIll t he 
Neol ithic bowls of th e pre-Beal,e r pe r iod (Fig . 16,3). Among th e 
bo nes was a bronze a lVl o f early da t e a nd pa rt of a necldace 
(F ig. 12, 6) . Thi s is only a no th e r in s ta nce of the I'espec t acco rd ed 
to women in preh is to ri c times. P ro bab ly it was no t until hi s to ri c 
t imes th a t th e ir sex was rega rded as t he infe ri or. 

T he form of t he urn, wh ich is a p ure native prod uc t be tray in g 
no t race o f Bea ke r inAu ence , is evide nce o f a rema rlwb le re ­
establi shme nt o r I'ev iva l of na ti ve li fe a nd c ulture. As soon as th e 
B ea ke r im m ig ra nt s we re absorbed the ir culture \\'as lost in a 
resurge nce of na t ive cul ture and ar t tha t had been develo ping qui e tly 
in su c h rem ote distri cts as \ t\Ta les and th e N or t he rn hills, Iv hich 
were vir tuall y immun e fro m fo re ign inAuences . Thi s is a no th er 
in s ta nce o f the na ti ve fee ling - in s ul a rity, if yo u will - of th ese pa rts. 
T h ree th ousand fi ve h undred years ago, wha tever th e politi ca l s ub­
di vis ions of th e la nd were , th e peo pl e we re one. S tonehen ge may 
have bee n erec ted in th e pe ri od o f thi s resurge nce . 

To the arc ha::o log is t va nity is a vir tue; it he hoves him neve r to 
pass a jeweller's s ho p wi th out a gesture o f pro fo und respec t. 

Th e je t beads fr om thi s u rn are to l(e ns of a trade bet we en 
S ome rse t a nd t he Nor th -E as t coast and , moreove r , a se ttl ed 
country in be twee n a t th e ve l-y dawn of t he period. vV ith th e je t 
were cOIT uga ted tubula l- bea ds of tu rqu oise past e o f a type common 
in E gyp t after 2,500 B .C . They in fo rm li S t ha t B rit a in was no 
longe l- iso la ted . 

The First HOl'semen. 
The sou th barrow is la l'ge l- t ha n th e oth er~. The c re ma ted 

bones we re b ur ied in a deco ra ted urn of fai l'ly la te da te (F ig. 16.,4) 
a nd s m a ll ca irn s, each cove rin g some objec t s uch as a flint saw , 
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of them . If the British Bronze Age lasted fr om 1,800 B.C. to 700 
B.C., and every mound was hea ved over the remains o f a no tab le 
person, the density of the upland popula ti on in those lb ys was very 
grea t. 

Barrows at Tyning's Farm, Mendip. 
An interesting group of fiv e barrows has been excavated by 

!VIr. R. F. Read a nd oth e rs a t Tyning's F a rm, Charterhouse, 
Me ndip. One contained burnt bones and littl e else; a no th e r ha d 
been disturbed. There were two inte rments in the thil·d. The 
olde st interment of burnt bones had been made in a pit a long 
with hon e stones (Fig 12. ,4) a nd a flint suape r. In th e second a ry 
interment the burnt bones of a woman a nd yo ung child were con. 
tain ed in a n inverted lIJ'Il which c ultura lly had descended from th e 
Neol ithic bow ls of th e pre·Beal,er period (Fig. 16,3). Among th e 
bon es was a bronze a wl of early date and part of a necldace 
(Fig. 12,6). This is only a nothe r instance of the I'espec t accorded 
to women in prehisto ric times. Probably it was not until hi s toric 
tim es that the ir sex was rega rded a s the infe ri o r. 

The form of the urn , which is a pure native produc t bet raying 
no tJ'a ce of Bea l,e r influ ence, is evide nce of a re ma rkabl e re o 
est ablishm ent or r ev iva l of na t ive life an d c ulture. As soon as the 
Bea l,er immigrants we re absorbed th e ir cultu re was lost in a 
resurgence of nati ve culture and a rt tha t had been deve loping qui e tly 
in such remote di stricts as \Va les and the No rthern hills , wbich 
were virtu,dly immune from fore ign influen ce s. Thi s is another 
insta nce of the nati ve fee ling-insularity, if you will- of th ese pa rts . 
Three thousand fiv e hundred years ago, whateve r the political s ub. 
divisions of the land were, the peo pl e were one. Stonehenge may 
ha ve been e rected in til e period of this resurgence. 

To the archceologist va nity is a virtue; it behoves him neve r to 
pass a jeweller'S shop with out a ges ture o f pro found respect. 

The je t beads from thi s urn a re tol,e ns of a trade be t wee n 
Somerset and the North · E ast coast a nd, moreover, a se ttled 
co untry in be tween a t the very dawn of the period. \Vith th e je t 
were corrugated tubula r beads o f t urqu oise paste of a type commo n 
in Egypt a fter 2,500 B.C . Th ey inform LIS that Britain was no 
longer iso la ted. 

The First Horsemen. 
The south barrow is lal'ge r than th e other~. The cremated 

bones were buried in a de co rated urn of fairly lat e dat e (Fig. 16., 4) 
and sma ll cairns, each covering some objec t such as a flint saw, 

30 

3' 
o 
r.. 
r.. 
oj 
co 

I-

+' 

'" 
~ 
I 

ID 

tID 
LL 



scraper, or knife, were buried in the mound. One such cairn was 
piled over the skull of a very old horse. We Imow that about I, I 00 
B.C. a tall, fair, long-headed folk who probably spolte Gaelic and­
were the first horsemen to reach this country, spread over Europe 
from the Danube valley and established themselves as an aristocracy 
over the short, swarthy people they found living here. They carried 
leaf-shaped swords of types which may be seen in the Bristol Art 
Gallery. They were attracted by Irish gold. Amongst other things 
they began to reclaim the valleys for agriculture. The pottery was 
made soon after this invasion. 

This barrow contained several arrowheads and some hundreds 
of flint implements demonstrating that right down to the end of the 
age the employment of metal did little to limit the use of stone tools. 
However, the tools are of types different from those made in the 
Stone Age (Fig. 77). 

The remaining barrow at Tyning's Farm is a very curious affair. 
Evidently the men who raised it hit on the happy idea of making 
the greatest show for their labour hy piling earth on a grave mound 
erected hy long-forgotten people. A rough platform of stones was 
exposed when the turf was removed, and immediately below the 
stones were two plain hucket· shaped urns filled with calcined human 
bones. They belong to the extreme end of this period or to the 
dawn of the succeeding Iron Age, and are dated at about 700 B.C. 
(Figs. 72., 3, (lni/ 76., 2). The core of the barrow contained 
fragments of Beaker ware which were perhaps a thousand years 
older than the latter interments; and, most interesting of all, four 
pygmy flints. 

The po ttery from another Mendip harrow suggests that during 
the peaceful middle Rronze Age the inhahitants of Somel'set were 
in closer touch with the North of England than with the adj oi ning 
distri cts to the south (Figs . 77.,3, (Iud 76., 7). 

Vie IUlOW very little uf the dwelling-places uf these follL Caves 
were still occasionally occupied, as pot·shulls and other materi,t1 
found in Cheddar Gorge, Chelm's Com he and at Symond's Vat sho\\'o 
But the material is rath e r scanty and does not completely supple­
ment th e evidence from burial mounds. HOlvever, we I(noll' that at 
the end of the period - ·that is after the fall of Troy and the founda­
tion of Rome-the descendants of the Neulithic men were prosper­
ing under the rule of more robust aristocrats. They grew corn, 
spun yarn and wove it into cloth, and wrought bone and metal. 
They had commenced the conquest of the valleys and had huilt some 
of the smaller hilltop camps. 
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Fig. 16 _ Bronze Age Cinerary Urns from Tyning's Farm and Blackdown, Mendip. 

scraper, or knife, were buried in the mounu. One such cairn was 
pileu over the skull of a very olu horse. \Ve know that about I, 100 
B .C. a tall, fair, long-headeu folk who probably spoke Gae lic and' 
were the first horsemen to reach this country, spreau over Europe 
from the Danube valley anu established themselves as an aristocracy 
over the shOl't, swarthy people they found living here. They carried 
leaf-shaped swords of types which may be seen in the Bristol Art 
Gallery. They were attracteu by Irish golu. Amongst other things 
they began to reclaim the valleys for agri culture. The pottery was 
maue soon after this invasion. 

This barrow contained several arrowheaus anu some hundreus 
of flint implements demonstrating that right uown to the end of the 
age the employment of metal uiu little to limit the use of stone tools. 
However, the tools are of types uifferent from those made in the 
Stone Age (Fig. 17). 

The remaining barrow at Tyning's Farm is a very curious affair. 
Evidently the men wl10 raiseu it hit on the happy iuea of mailing 
the greatest show for their labour by piling earth on a grave mound 
erecteu hy long-forgotten people. A rough platform of stones was 
exposeu when the turf was removed, ami immeuiately below the 
stones were two plain hucket·shaped urns filleu with calcined human 
bones . They belong to the extreme end of this periou or to the 
dawn of the succeeding Iron Age, anu are uated at about 700 B.C. 
(Figs. 12., 3, and 16., 2). The core of the barrow contained 
fragments of Beaker \V,lre which were perhaps a thousand years 
older than the latter interments; and, most interesting of all, four 
pygmy flints . 

The pottery from another Mendip harrow suggests that during 
the peaceful middle Rronze Age the inhabitants of Somerset were 
in closer touch with the North of England than with the adjoining 
districts to the south (Figs. 11.,3, IIl1d 16., 1). 

\Ve IU1<)'" very little 01' the d\\'ellillg-places of these follt. Caves 
were still occasionally occupied, as pot-sherds and other material 
found in Cheddar Gorge, Che lm's Combe and at Symond's Vat sho\\'. 
But the material is rather scanty and does not completely supple­
ment the evidence from burial mounds. HOlVever, we I{now that at 
the end of the period-·that is after the fall of Troy a nd the founda­
tion of Rome- the descendants of the Neolithic men were prosper­
ing unuer the rule of more robust aristoc rats. They grew corn, 
spun yarn and wove it into cloth, anu wrought bone and metal. 
They had commenceu the conquest of the vall eys ;Jnu h;Jd built some 
of the smaller hilltop camps. 
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THE IRON AGE 

The Halstatt Period. 
Iro n was \)I'oug ht into this country by folk who landed on the 

South coas t, no ta bly a t Hengistbury, nea r C hri s tc hurch, where one 
of their tradi ng s ta ti ons has been excavated. They followed in the 
wake of th e bronze swordsmen, establishin g s mi t hies and a new 
agricultura l sys tem wherever they went. Th e c lass ica l station of 
the period is H a ll s ta tt, a ce metery on th e ba ni,s o f th e Da nube, and 
the typi cal B riti sh s ta ti on is All Canning 's Cross; a vill age site neal' 
Avebury excava ted by i'v1rs. Cunnington. A few wea pons a nd othe r 
edged too ls o f bronze were in use at All Ca nning ' s, but the g reat 
ma jo r ity we re o f iron. 

Fig . 17-Flint Implements and W eap o ns from the 

Tyning's Farm Barrows. 
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The vill age rs dwe lt in recta ngul a r hut s, e ig ht een fe et long, and 
round th ese huts there we re many po tsherds a nd o th e r discard ed 
rub bish . T hi s mate ri a l shows that th ese peo pl e we re identical with 
the latest B ronze Age foil,; their pottery ca nn ot be distinguished 
from the wa re o f tha t age ; and there wa s ev ide ntl y no destruction 
of native culture fo llowin g the introductio n o f iron. Even domestic 
beasts such as the s hee p, which is of the deer- like type now surviv­
ing on Soay Is lan d, nea r St. Kilda, are th e beas t s of th e precedin g 
stage. Till age was o n t he up-g rade, and co rn was g roun d in ve ry 
rough trough -l ike Jll ilJ ~ 0 " qu erns . The vill age was no t on the hi gh 
g ro und , but a cons ide ra ble way down the s lope o f t he va ll ey , so th a t 
the lowla nds we re the n be ing recla imed. S pinning a nd weav ing had 
a tt ai ned a fa ir deve lo pment . The sk ull s o f these fo lk show no 
va ri a ti on f' -O Ill lo ng.ba r row types , a nd the re is eve ry reason to 
suppose th a t t he ma nifo ld de ta il s o f the new c ultu re we re introduced 
hy t raders. 

Fig. 18 
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/'/Y'I'I' /'r/' /'r /''''/'I' /,,,,/,/'/'/'/'/'1'1'. 
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THE IRON AGE 

The Halstatt Period. 
Iron was brought into th is country by foll< who landed on the 

South coast, notably at Hengistbury, near Christchurch, whe re one 
of their trading stations has heen excavated. They followed in the 
wake of the Iwonze swordsmen, establishing smithies and a new 
agricultural system wherever they went. The class ica l station of 
the period is Hallstatt, a cemetery on the banl;s of the Danube, and 
the typica l British station is All Canning's Cross; a village s it e neal' 
Avebury excavated by 1'1'11'5. Cunnington. A few weapons and other 
edged tools of bronze were in li se at All Canning's, but the great 
majol'ity were o f il"Oll. 

Fig . 17-Flint Implements and Weapons f ...om the 

Tyning 's Fa ...m Ba ......ows. 
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The villagers dwelt in rectangular huts, e igh teen feet long, and 
rou nd these huts there were many potsherds a nd othe r discarded 
rubbish. This material shows that these peo ple we re identical with 
the latest Bronze Age foll <; th e ir potte ry cannot be distingui shed 
from th e ware of that age; and the re was evidently no destruction 
of native culture following th e introduction of iron. Even domestic 
beasts such as the sheep, which is of the deer·like type now sun'iv. 
ing on Soay Is land, near St. Kilda. are the beasts of the preceding 
stage. Tillage was on the up-grade, and corn was ground in very 
rough trough.like mills 0 1' querns. The vi ll age was not on the high 
ground, but a conside rable way down the slope of the valley, so that 
th e low la nds weJ'e th en being recla im ed. Spinn in g and weaving had 
attained a fair developmen t. Th e slwlls of these fo ll< show no 
variation from 10ng-balTow types, and there is every reason to 
suppose that the manifold de tai ls of the new cu lture were introduced 
by traders. 

Fig. 18 
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It is hard not to believe th ;lt then:: was some in vasio n of the 
land in the centuries following 700 B.C. Many iron swords of 
Central Europea n typL''; ha ve IX'l"1l found he re a t va ri o us times, 
notably in the Th am es. The distinc tiv e pottery from Deve rel 
Barrow , Dorse t, no\\' in the Bristol Museum, which helongs to this 
period, is certainly influe nced by th e Ce ntr ,1 1 European c ulture. 
13u t any such in v,ls ion \\' ,IS not on a large scale and had littl e 
influe nce on th e ra cial types of the \Vest. 

M.·. Tra tm a n has rece ntly found ["aces of these, till" first iroll 
using fo il<, in b;tITOWS o n Kingswest on Do wn (F ig . 19) . Oth e.-s 
dwe lt in ca vt::s at l~ o\\' be rro\V ;Ind Chedd;tr, ;t nd it may he th ,l t th e 
first build t:: rs of \N o rl eb ury li \'t::d Ci t this tin. t', fo r their potter) il<rS 
bee n found on th e hill. At Siaugh t e rford, I.ca r Chippen ha m , ill a 
very narrow and dangerou s rift, i\1r. H ewe r h;td th e good fo.·tu n!:: to 
uncover many human bones of long-ba 'ToII' type \\'hich were asso· 
ciated with a few s herds of Hallsta tt pott e ry and much I<itch e 'l 
refuse. Th e se ri es of cn nine jaws found there hear tes timony to thc 
importance of th e dog at that da y. Th e SLtughterford dog lI'a ,; 
large and unspec iali sed, doing duty as hound, terrier, or m;rsrilf. 
The ea rli est bncy breeds datc fr om co nsid e rably more than a 
thousand yea rs la t cr . 

Fi g 19 - Halstatt Bowl from Kingsweston D ow n . 
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The La TEme Period. 
r~ e ccntl'y e~c;lv,ltion hy 01'. C lay at FiR c ld Bav,lnt and Sw,tllow ­

c liffe Down , \\lilts, h ,ls rcvealed t\\'o vill"gcs which date fr o ll1 aftt'!' 
All Can'lings a nd show that t' ,lriier native customs ,'easscl'tcd th e m­
selves. I n these two localities the j'oll, d\\elt in circ llI,l" pits, 15ft. 
in diame ter and 8ft deep, hewn out of th e m,l ss ive chall" lil(c th e 
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dwellings o f the Neolithic people. These dug-outs were roofed over 
with conical bl-ushwood thatching so that the villages had the 
appearance of a great bee farm. 

From 300 B.C. onwards tribes of stalwart fair-headed men, 
known as the Belgae. crossed from north France and Belgium, and 
poured into Britain. Though they did not exterminate the native 
folk they soon dominated the south and east, and made, perhaps 
greater changes in the racial constitution than all the previous invad­
ers had done. They pressed on down th e Thames valley and along 
the south coast. Before the Roman occupation they had occupied 
Wilts, but apparently came no nea l-er the Bristol Channel; though 
they dominated the whole of England and \Vales politically. 

Fig. 20-Shackles: Read 's Cavern. 

The Lake Villages. 
One of the outstanding events in British archa:ology in the 

pa st half ce ntury was the excavation of Glastonbury lake vill ;tge by 
Dr. Bulleid and Mr. St. George Gray. From time to time so much 
has been written of the structure a nd appearance of this village that 
it is now famili a r to most o f us. A sister village at Meare , about a 
mil e away, is being uncovered and is supplem enting the story with 
its evidence. Lake villages existed in Switzerland as early as 
3,500- 4,000 B.C., but until Hallstatt invaders displaced the Swiss 
villages nothing- of th e sort was known in Britain. After a journey 
via Brittany, that lasted some hundreds of years, descendants of 
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It is hard not to bel ie ve that there was some invasion of the 
land in the centuries follow ing 700 B.C. Many iron swords of 
Central European types have bCl'n found hCIT at val'iuus times , 
notably in the Thames. The distinctive pottery [rom Devere! 
Barrow, Dorset, no\\' in the Bristol IVluseum, wh ich belongs to this 
period, is ce rtainl y influ enced hy the Centra l EIJI"opcan culture. 
13ut any such i!l vasion \\",IS !lot on a large scale and had littl e 
influence on the racial types of th e \Vest. 

[1'1.- . Tratman has recently found traces of these, the first iron 
using foll<, in harrows on Kingsweston Down (Fig. 79) . O th e rs 
dwelt in caves a t Rowberrow and Cheddar, and it ma y he tlwt the 
first builders of \Vorlebury lived at this tinl e, fo r their po ttery 11<1;; 
been found on the hill. At Siaughte rfurd, near ChippI" lham, in a 
very na r row and danget'Ous I'ift, Mr. He\\'er had the good fortun e to 
uncover many hUll1<.1n bones of long-harrow type \\'hich we re asso·, 
ciated with a few tiherd s of Hallstatt pottery and much l<itchc!l 
refuse, The se ri es of can ine j~I\\ ' s fo und there hear u~stilllony to the 
imrol'tance of the dog at th ,lt day. The S ia ughterfol'li dog \\;1 " 

1,\I'ge a nd unspecialised, doing duty as hound, terrier, 01' m;lslitf. 
Th e enrliest fancy breeds date fl"Om considerably more thall <l 

thousand years later, 

Fig 19 - H a lstatt Bowl f('om Kingsweston Down. 
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The La Tene Period. 
l-< ecc ntl y exc;lvat ion hy Dr. Clay at F ifield Savant clnd S", ;t!lo\\" 

cliffe Down, \ ,Vilts, ha s revea led two vi llages which dclte fmlll <t ftn 
All Cannings and s how th at ea rlier native custums reassl'1'tcd them, 
selves, In these two loca liti es the foil; lhlelt in cil'cuia r pits, 15ft. 
in diametel' and 8 ft deep, hewn out of the massive ch,lIk , lil<e the 
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dwellings of the Neolithic people, These dug-outs were roofed over 
with conical brushwood thatching so that the villages had the 
appearance o f a great bee farm, 

From 300 B.C. onwards tribes of stalwart fair-headed men, 
known as the Belgae, crossed from north France and Belgium, a nd 
poured into Britain. Though they did not exterminate the native 
folk they soon dominated th e south and east, and made, perhaps 
greater changes in th e racial constitution than all the previous invad­
ers had don e. They pressed on down the Thames valley and along 
the so uth coast. Before the Roman occupation they had occupied 
Vvilts, but a pparently came no nearer the Br'istol Channel; though 
they dominated the whole of England a nd \Vales politically. 

Fig. 20-Shackles : Read 's Cavern_ 

The Lake Villages. 
One of the outstanding even t s in British archceology in the 

past ha lf century was the excavation of Glastonhury lake village by 
Dr, Bulleid and IVlr', St. George Gray , From time to time so much 
has heen writte n of th e structure and appea r'ance of this village that 
it is now familiar to most of us, A sister village at Meare, abo ut a 
mil e away, is being uncovered and is supplementing the story with 
its evid e nce. Lal,e villages existed in Switzerland as early as 
3.500- 4,000 B.C., but until Hallsta tt invaders displaced the Swiss 
villages nothing- of th e sort was known in Britain. After a journey 
via Brittany, that lasted some hundreds of years, descenda nts of 
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the Swiss refugees rea c hed Ireland and south-west England, and 
taught the natives-fo r the Glastonbury men were of the ancient 
long-han-o w or l\lediterrallean stock--thcir ways ;-tile! the BrythOllic 
o r \VeIsh tongue. 

The two villages were constructed of thousands of ton s of stone, 
timber and clay, which was ca rried frolll firm ground in little dug­
out canoes and dumped in the lal«~ _ The m<lS5 was I; e pt within 
bounds by oal; piles_ Oil this artiHcial island was piled the clay and 
wood which formed the foundation o f circular sl(ep-~haped huts. 

After va st labour und e rtal;enwith the most primitive <lppliances , 
th e most impressive fe a ture is the arti~tic spi,-it th a t is caught and 
refl ec ted at every facet of the life of these folIc Eve ry vessel is of 
simple form , yet effe:'c tive a nd artistic; <I nti a large:' proportion ,Ire 
inscrihed with Celtic designs. This a,·t, which I'I',IS not truly on the 
lines of nati ve traditi on hut \vas derived from Arillorican or Breton 
sources, was immediate ly tal(cn hy the foll( to thei,- hearts so that 
in Great Britain a nd Ire land it lived through incessant inv a sion for 
a hove a thousand years. 

The earliest d ,lte of the foundation of Glastonbury is 300 B.C., 
and, therefore, we see the art in its first development, purely geo­
metrical and de cora tive, without the utilisati o n of beasts ,Ind figu,'Cs 
th a t came la ter. Mo reover, one fee ls that much of the \Vorl( was 
as experimental a~ Eli za bethan ve rse, and thence that the"e \Vas no 
stagnation of spirit in those times. At present it suffices to say 
that Celtic art is the art of m o vemen t, ,)S contrasted with the 
classical ideal of fo rm a l perfection, and as such is amazingly 
"modern." It is more ahst,-act, yet in rega,-d to technique and 
m ed iulll the Celt always bet"a),;; himself as the cCllllpiC:'te realist. 
vVhereas even the commonest classical des ign, even \\ hen painted 
or incised, is made to simulatc sOllle origimd in the round a nd 
t-equirc:s H numbe r of detail" to furth c r the illusion, the Celtic design 
is alway;; an cnd in it se lf , is sevcrel y economical, and leaves no 
space fo'- fussiness. 

The men of Glastonhury \\'erc con'iidcrahle craftsillen \\·ho kncw 
of the la th e and the mUlry corn-mill but weI'(: without th e potter 's 
wheel. Many wcaving-combs, bobhins and spindlc-whol'i;; \\'(:'I'C 

found in the debris from th e ir huts. therefore, the anciel1t inh <l bit­
ants of Somerset were no t as nal;ed as C<e ~,II' would ha ve us believe. 
It is pleasing to catologue thei,' vices. They Ime\\' the dice-hox a nd 
decked th e mse lves with very heautiful glass head~ , many of \\'hieh 
were eolOllred with the f,)vourit e Celtic hlue, and, as ;In offset to 
th e razors which had bee n lIsed by men for some hundreds of ye ,1I's, 
the women treasll,-ed bronze mirrClr~ and bcrouged tht'lllsclvcs . 
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Mendip Caves. 

Caves we'-e still occupied at Cheddar, ano 1\-11-. Balch ha s foulld 
much intimate ano val uable materi a l in \Voo l(ey Hole. Read's 
Cavern, near Burrington, discove,-ed in 1919 by 1\'1,-_ 1<. F. Read, 
ano excavated by Dr. Palmer and 1\1... Trat£ll<ln, was used betwee n 
100 B.C. and 1 A.D.; probably by families f!"Om the adjoining 
Dolebury Camp. It yielded sOllle fin e examples of smith's wod( 
(Fig _ 20, 2 1 111Id 22) and a n interesting list of domestic animals. 
Sheep was the most numerous, pig \yas COlllmon, and there \\'e re a 
fair number of oxen lil( e [(erry cattle; but the Celtic hOI"!;e, which 
was lil; e the EXllloor pon)', was sca rce. \Vild animals, s uch as dec.-, 
were now quite negligible as food. 

Fig. 21 - Decol'ated Vase: Read's Cavern. 
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the Swiss refugees reached Ireland and south-west England, a nd 
taught the natives-for the Glastonbury men were of the ancient 
long-barrow or l\lediten'<llHO,ln stocl\.·,-their ways and the Brythonic 
or \ ,Yelsh tongue. 

The two villages were constructed of thousands of tons of stone, 
timber and clay, which \Vas calTied from firm ground in little Jug­
out canoes and Jumped in the lake. The mass was I(ept within 
bounds by oall piles. 011 this ~lrtiHcial islanJ was pileJ the clay and 
wood which fonned the foundMion of circular sl«::p-shaped huts. 

After vast 1<1I)(lLIr undert81(en with the 1l1OSt primitivc "pplianccs, 
the most impressive feature is the artistic sp i"it that is caught and 
reflected at every facet of the life of these foll<. l':very vessel is of 
simple form, yet efft>ctive and artistic; and a large proJlortion are 
inscribed with Celtic designs. This ,1rt, which was not truly on the 
lines of native tradition hut was derived from Armorican or 8reton 
sources, was imm ediately t,llien by the folk to their hearts so that 
in Great Britain and Ireland it lived through incessant invasion for 
above a thousand years. 

The earliest date of the found,ltion of Glastonhury is 300 B.C., 
and, therefore, we see the art in its first de velopment, purely geo­
metrical and decorative, without the utilisation of heasts and Hgurcs 
that came bter. Ivloreover, one fc,:ls that much of the wor!( was 
as experimcntal as Eli%abethan verse, and thence that thue \\'as no 
stagnation of spi"it in those tillle~. At present it suffices to say 
that Celtic art is the art of movement, ,1S COlltrasted with the 
classical ideal of formal perfection, and as such is a!ll~%ill~ly 
II modern." It is more abstract, yet in regal'd to tcchnique and 
m ediulll the Celt a lways hetr'"ys himsclf as the cOlllplete realist , 
\;Vhereas even till: comlllonest classical design. evt'n \1 hcn p,lintnl 
or incised, is made to simulate some OI-igin,lI in the l'Ound and 
requires n number of details to further the illusion , the Celtic design 
is always ,1n end in itself, is severely ecc) l1 omicil, and leaves no 
space fOI' fussiness. 

The men of Glastonbury we'T co n ~idel'ahle craftsmen \I'ho knell' 
of the lathe and thc rotary cOI'll-mill hut wen: without the potter 's 
wheel. Many weaving-combS, hohhins ,lnd spindle-whorls were 
found in the debris from their huts. therefore, the ancient inhahit ­
ants of Somerset were not as n"kui as C;-es;rr would have us believe. 
It is pleasing to catologue theil' vices. They l<ncw the dice-hox and 
decked themselves with very heautiful g l<lss heads , many of \lhich 
were coloured with the favourite Celtic hlue, and , as ,In offset to 
the razors which had heen used hy men for sOlne hundreds of years, 
the women treasured bron7.e mirrors and be rouged thcmselves. 
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Mendip Caves, 

Caves were still occupied at Cheddar, and Mr. Balch h,15 found 
much intimate and valuable material in \Vool,ey Hole. Read's 
Cavern, near Bun'ington, discovered in 1.919 by Mr. R. F. Read, 
and excavated by Dr. Palmel' and 1\'11-. Tratman, was used between 
100 8.C. anJ I A,D.; probably by families from the aJjoining 
Dolebury Camp. It yielded some fine examples of smith's work 
(Fig. 20, 27 al/d 22) and an interesting list of domestic an ima ls, 
Sheep was the most numerous, pig 11':15 common. and there we re a 
fair number of oxen lil(e Ken'y cattle; but the Ce lt ic horse, which 
was lil( e the Exmool- pony, was scarce. \ViIJ animals, s ll ch as Jeer, 
were now quite negligihle as food. 

Fig , 21 - Decol"ated Vase : Read's Cavern, 
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Other finds 01 this people and period have been made at Worle· 
bury and Dolebury. Many years ago a hoal'd of superb enamelled 
Celtic bronzes was discovered in the Polden Hills . This collection, 
th e finest in the country, is now in the British Museum. Some of 
the objec ts show signs of th e encroaching Roman influence. Enam· 
elled bron zes have also been found at Cl evedon, whil e the mag· 
nificent bronze collar from Wraxall, now in the Bristol Museum, is 
illuminating to a ll whose business it is to handle curves. The 
famous engraved mirror from Birdlip is now in the Gloucester 
!v1useum. 

Hill-top Forts. 

It has long been known that the hill·top camps were completed 
before the Romans came. Almost every hill of tactical importance 
in this I'egion is surmounted by one. The Obse rvatory Hill Camp, 
Clifton, and Stokeleigh are familiar to all. They should not be 
regarded as fortificat ions in the modern military sense, but rather 
as safe places wherein the folk could stay in security and the cattle 
be driven in times of stress. It must be remembered that the low­
lands had only been occupied recently, and a hold was still retained 
on the uplands. Possibly the hill·top camps were still regarded as 
permanent homes, and even may have been regularly occupied for 
months of the year. 

It needs little imagination to see that the land was densely 
peopled when the camps were built. Their great walls and ditches 
are the result of infinite labour. When excavating the valium at 
Bury H ill the writer formed the opinion that all was done without 
bustle a nd on sound engineering principles. 

Through Mr. Crawford's aerial photographs we are now learn· 
ing something of Celtic Agriculture. Field systems, like patchwork 
squares, hav e been revealed, and they certainly have a strong 
affinity with the systems employed in Ireland and Brittany up to 
last century. 

THE ROMAN OCCUPATION. 
After the invasions of Julius Cresar, intercourse with the 

Continent waxed greater considerably influencing every·day life on 
the South coast, and what is now East Anglia. Of this influence 
there is no local instance, unless it is to he found in the brooches 
from the Polden Hills which are hinged in the Roman manner. 
Otherwise industry and culture remained unchanged. 
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Fig. 22-lmplements of Bone and Antler from Read's Cavern. 
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Other finds of this people and period have been made at \-Vorle· 
bury and Dolebury. Many years ago a hoard of supel-b enamelled 
Celtic bronzes was discovered in the Polden Hills. This collection, 
the finest in the country, is now in the British Nluseum. Some of 
the objects show signs of the encroaching Roman influence. Enam­
elled bronzes have also been found at Clevedon, while the mag­
nificent bronze collar from vVraxall, now in the Bristol Museum, is 
illuminating to all whose business it is to handle curves. The 
famous engraved mirror from Birdlip is now in the Gloucester 
Nluseum. 

Hill-top Forts. 

It has long been known that the hiIJ-top camps were completed 
before the Romans came. Almost every hill of tactical importance 
in this region is surmounted by one. The Observatory Hill Camp, 
Clifton, and Stokeleigh are familiar to all. They should not be 
regal-ded as fortifications in the modern military sense, but rather 
as safe places wherein the folk could stay in security and the cattle 
be driven in times of stress. It must be remembered that the low­
lands had only heen occupied recently, and a hold was still retained 
on the uplands. Possibly the hill-top camps were still regarded as 
perma nent homes, and even may have been regularly occupied for 
months of the year. 

It needs little imagination to see that the land was densely 
peopled when the camps were built. Their great walls and ditches 
are the result of infinite labour. When excavating the valium at 
Bury Hill the writer formed the opinion that all was done without 
hustle and on sound engineering principles. 

Through NIr. Crawford's aerial photographs we are now learn­
ing something of Celtic Agriculture. Field systems, like patchwork 
squares, have been revealed, and they certainly have a strong 
affinity with the systems employed in Ireland and Brittany up to 
last century. 

THE ROMAN OCCUPATION. 

After the invasions of Julius Cresar, intercourse with the 
Continent waxed greater considerably influencing every-day life on 
the South coast, and what is now East Anglia . Of this influence 
there is no local instance, unless it is to he found in the brooches 
from the Polden Hills which are hinged in the Roman manner. 
Otherwise industry and culture remained unchanged. 
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Fig. 22-lmplements of Bone and Antlerfrom Read·s Cavern. 
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Th e Belgi c immigrat ion cont inu ed , a ffect ing the S o uth as fa r 
as th e C o tswolds and Poole H a bour. I t is this influx whi c h hrought 
a bo ut th e ,'eilla rka ble c ha nge in thc physique a nd head form of our 
peop le w hich is so ev ide nt in I~olllan ti'lIcs. H ith crto , th e g ,'ea t 
mass of th e folll had bee n short with ~Iight fr a mes, ve ry long head s, 
ami de lica te features; in Ro ma no Br iti s h villages the s lwlls are 
la rge r, lowe r and broader; much nearer in for m to English heads 
o f the prese nt day; while th e bones ,1 re from s tronger framcs. Th e 
fa ir head ed l:3 e lgae were abler ad miniSti' ,ltors than the nati ve s. and 
before long th ey had ext ended the ir infl lle nce across th e ,\lidLlilds 
into \V ;;lies. Rece nt work seems to silo w that other int,'uders , o f 
Gennan or S cand inav ian typ e, ea rl y fo rerunn e rs o f th e> An g lo, S ,lxo ll 
in v,lLie rs , Iw d se ttl ed at somc points a long t he E ast Coast. 

Conquest and Occupation. 

The Claudi,ln in vasio n tool, place in A.D. 43; by A.D. 50 th e 
S evern Sh ore was occupied and the co nquest of S o uth \iV,tic s h:ld 
begu n. Pro bably th e line of sma ll l~o m a n camps o r s igna l stations 
overloo l<in g the coa st rroll] Brent I<n o ll to G lo uceste r \\ ere con , 
structed while the campa ign wa s in prog rc~s. Th e rower o f th e 
in vader s was !'oon esta hlished in thi s distri ct , a s pottny o f the 
First C e ntury fou nd a t Sea Mi ll s , \Villte ,'hourn e, a nd <I t a fel\' 
points on the i\'l e ndips betokens, 

\V ith th e exceptio"l of th e ex tre m e ' Ves t , th e re is hardly <In 
acre of 8ritain whi c h \\' ill not y idd som e fr "g mcnt of l ~o l1l a no 
British pottery to thc searc her ; and thi s district is not uncxccption<11. 
It is IVell,J<llo\\'n that;l t S ea i\ lill s t here s [ood a n im plJ rt :l nt sta ti o ll 
whi c h wa s the poi nt of emba rl< at ion fu r tho~ c I I ho \\' islwd to cross to 
th e legi o nrt '·y fonn.: ss of Cac: rloc n. Th e s it c \\hich is on rising 
g- rou nd a fel\' ya rds south o f t hc Try lll i,., ~tead ily heing cove red u p 
by road ma l<i ng or building opc:r.t ti ons. Tilc ahsencc of tesselated 
pa vements ;, nd th e SGlI'c ity o f 11I ~:Ll r )' :II,t icks tell,h; to sh o\\' that it 
was pure ly :I COlllmerci,ti or milil :lr y station. 

Pottery, coins " nd othe r m;ltl.· ri al were fo und in g"eat abu ndan ce 
more than a ct:n tury ago, wh en the fOLi ndati Oils o f Glo uces t er I~ o\\' 
and Sion Hill, Clifton, we re excHvcll ed. Th is rt l'pca rs to indicatc 
the si t e nf a vi ll age, but , of coursl::'. 11 0 sys l t; mati c in vestiga ti o n on 
tht: site was' :-trried ou t a t th e t ime, :\h. Sell ey states I ha t some 
ye :trs s ince, w he n th t: fou nd ations of t he Bristol H ip l'odron lC' "ere 
put in , a pebble track, ,'unni ng in the di rectio n of the t:l oating 
Harbo ur, was un cove red. At the same tim e he prncLlI'ed some pot, 
sherds and an undoub ted Roman fibu b, wh ich are now in th e 
Cambridge Uni ve rsity l\ luseum . For many ye,II's pas t l-1 o m,ln pot, 
s herds, co in s, an d tiles have bee n turning up from tim e to time on 
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th e site o f the new housing es tate o n Bedminster Down, a nd tho ugh 
no excava tio ns were made, th e re is no shadow of do ubt that a 
Rom a n building stood he re. 

It may ha ve s tood on th e lin e of a road fro m Dundry Hill, on 
past the Tramway Centre and C otham, to the a rm o f th e Julian 
vVay that led to S ea Mills; but a t present this is me re conj ec ture. 
B ut whether or no there was a road, a rec tan g ular Roma n building 
stood on Dundry Down , o n the very crown o f the hill, as po tsherds 
and bron;;~es from adjoining molehills testify to this da y, 

Roman Villas. 
Of true Ro ma n villas, as di s tinguished from th e rude native 

erections, th e nea res t example to ho me is th e villa at Brislington. 
This was excavated 20 years ago, a nd the o bjects there fro m are now 
in th e Bristo l Mu se um . The di scove ry o f o th e rs in Key ns ham 
Cemetery a nd in th e Som e rd a le worl<s is fresh in e veryo lle's mind. 
Lil< e those a t Ne wton St. Loe and Lan sdown, th e y are pro bably 
connected with th e Spa a t 8ath. 

There is anoth e ,' group of villas in No rth Some rse t, with 
examples a t Shipham, Banwell, C o ngres bury, \V,'ingto n (2), Ya tton 
and Ca mbridge Ba tch, Flax Bourton. A third ve ry nume rous g roup 
stands a ro und S o me rton, in th e South of the county, but from 
thence to th e west no mo re examples a re 1<I)Own . It seem s that 
th e extreme W es t was neve r th o ro ughly settled. Perh a ps it was 
always o pen to attael<s by sea farin g ra id e rs wh o used Ireland as a n 
advanced base . On th e Cotsl\'olds, along th e lin e o f th e Fosse \Vay, 
which runs from Exete r to Lin co ln, there were dozens o f villas; in 
fact, more than in any o th e r di s tri c t in 8ritain, The F~om a n re, 
garded these geni a l slopes much as the mode rn Englishman rega rds 
th e country ro und T o rqu ay o r Bo urnem ou th. 

Mendip Lead Mining. 
No acco unt of th e di s tri c t is comple te wi th ou t m e ntion o f the 

lead mines rou nd Charterhouse o n M endip. These were wo rk ed 
for th e Empe ror by na tive labour. A typical pig of lead, stamped 
with an Impe rial die, is now in th e Bri s to l Museum; and o thers 
hav e bee n discove red elsewhe"e in the country. The me tal was no t 
o nly ca rted ove rland to \,Vinchester, but \;vas ta ke n along Me ndip 
and transhipped, e ith er at Uphill or a t \Vo rlebury . Th ese mines 
we re deemed wo rth y of special roads and a system of de fe nce. Th ey 
co nfe r on th e dist"ic t its main arch~ological interes t, for otherwise 
it was not o f first,rate industri a l or milita ry imponance, but rather 
a pleasan t place to li ve in fo r the discrimina ting Itali a n or prospe ," 
o us Brito n. 
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The Belgic immigration continu e d, affecting the South as far 
:as th e Cotswolds and P ool e H '-1 bo ur. I t is this influx which hro ught 
abo ut the rem;t rl<a ble change in th c physique and head for m of ou r 
people which is so evide nt in 1~()Ill ,l n tim es. Hitherto, the gl'eat 
ma ss of the folk h;td been sh ort w ith ~I ight fralll e~, Vl: !')' long heads, 
and delicate features; in I~omano I 'hiti~h v ill"gL~ lite ~ 1<LIlis are 
la rge r , IOlVer and broade r; much nearer in form t o English head s 
of the present day; \I'hile the bones are from stronger fr 'l llll s. The 
f:air hea(kd Belg;te were ;tbler ,ldlllinistr,ltors th ;tll the n;l ti ves . and 
before long th e y had ex tended th e ir influ e nce '-1cross the :\1idLlnds 
into \V"les , I~ecent work seems to show that othe r intruders, of 
German or Scandin av i,lll type, ea rl y forcrunners of th e Anglo-Saxon 

in vad e rs , had sett le d <Jt so m e points <l long th e E. a st Coast. 


Conquest and Occupation. 

Th e CI;tudt<lrl in vclsion too k pl;tce in A.D. 43; by A,D, 50 thc 
S eve rn Shore was occupied a nd th e conque st of South \N,dcs h:ld 
hegun, I)rohahly the line of smelll I~oman cam pS o r sigmll stations 
ov e rioo l(in g th e CU:lst iroi1l Brent I\ noll to Gloucester \\'ere CO il" 
structed whil e the ca mpaign W,IS in prog l'css. The power of th e 
invaders \Vas :'oon cst ;lblish t::d in this distl'i n, ;t s pottc ry of tlw 
First Century found at S ea l\1ill s, \ Vi nt el'ho urn e. and ,It ,1 few 

points on the Mend ips betnl,ens. 

\\lith th e exceptioll of the ex tr e m e \Ves t, there is hard ly an 
acre of Britain \\'hich ", ill not yield SOIllC fragment of I-<omano 
British pot tery to the searcher; and this district is not ull cxct::p ti ona l. 
It is well-I,no\\' n th a t at S e a :\1i lls t here stood a n illlPOl'L lnt st ,l tioll 
which was the point of c lllhar\, a t iull rOl' t hos.:. who \\ ish cd to crosS to 
the legi on :,,'y fOrT re ss of Cae rloc n . 'I h <.: s ir-: \\ltich is on risin g 
g-r<) und a kw ya rds south or th e TrYlll is ,;r t; :l dily hein g cove red lip 
hy mad m,t\(ing or building ope rf,tions. T he abscn ce of tc ssc'lated 
pavements :. llld til< ; SCl l'c ity of Iux llry il l,t ick s \ <': 11<1 " to s ho\\' th,lt it 
W,lS purely :-1 cOlllllll:rc lal 0 1' Illilit:l r ) statioll, 

Pottery, coi"s ~ nd otiler m alc ri,l l WC I'C fo und in gl l'at abundance 
m ore than a c:c ntul'}' " go, wh l'tl the ru u ndatio lls o f Glouccster I-<o\\' 
a nd Si n n H til. Clii\()II, \\' et'e l:XCll \, :tt e d, This appears to indicclt c 
the site of a village , but, of course , 110 s), s t c lll,ltic in vest igat ion on 
th e site wa s cart'ied o ut a t the ti lll e. \"., S e lle y states th a t sO llle 
years sinu', when the foundati o lls of th e I ~r istol H ippoLirol1le w e rt:: 
put in, a pebble rraci(, running in t he direction of the Floating 
Harbour, was UJlcove red, At the same tim e he procllI'ed som c pot­
sherds and an undoubted Rom a ll fibula, which :ll'e IlOW in the 
C a mbridge Univusity Museum. FOI' m;tny ye"rs past 1 ~()lll all pot· 
sherds, coins, elilli tiles have bee n turning up from tim e t o time Oil 
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the site of the new housing estate on Bedminster Down, and though 
no excavations were made, there is no shadow o f doubt that a 
Roman building stood here, 

It may ha ve stood on the line of a road from Dundry Hill, on 
past the Tram way Centre and Cotham, to the arm of the Julian 
\Vay that led to Sea Mills; but at present this is m e re conjecture. 
But whether or no there was a road, a recta ngular Roman building 
stood o n Dundry Down, on th e very c rown of the hill, as potsherds 
and bronzes from adjoining mole hills testify to this day. 

Roman Villas. 
Of true I~oman villas, as distinguished from the rude native 

erections, the nearest ex;tmple t o home is the villa at Brislington , 
This was excavated 20 years ago, and the objects therefl'o m are now 
in the Bristol Museum, The discovery of othe rs in Key nsham 
Cemetery and in the Somerdale works is fre sh in eve ryon e' s mind, 
Like those at Newton St. Loe and Lansdown, they are probably 
connected with the Spa a t Bath, 

The re is a nother group of villas in North Som erse t, with 
examples a t Shipham, B a nw e ll, Congresbury, \Vrington (2), Yatton 
and Cambridge Batch, Flax Bout,ton, A third very numerous group 
stands aro und S o merton, in the S o uth of the county, but from 
thence to th e west no more examples are kn o wn . It seems that 
the extreme West was n ever thoroughl y settled, Perhaps it was 
always open to attacks by seafaring raiders w ho use d Ireland as an 
advanced base On th e Cots wolds, along the line o f th e F osse \Vay, 
which runs from Exeter t o Lincoln. there wel'e dozens o f villas; in 
fact, more than in a ny other district in Britain, The I~oman re­
garded these genial slopes much as th e m odern Englishman regards 
th e co untry round T o rquay or Bournemouth, 

Mendip Lead Mining. 
No account of the district is complete without menti o n of the 

lead mine s ro und Charterhouse on Mendip , These were worked 
fo r the Emperor by native labour. A typical pig of lead, stamped 
with an Imperial die, is now in the Bris tol Museum; a nd others 
have been di scovered elsewhere in the co untry, Th e m e tal was not 
o nly ca rted overland to Winc heste r, but was tal( e n along Mendip 
and transhippe d, either at Uphill or at \Vorlehury , These mines 
were deemed w o rthy of special road s and a system o f d e fence, They 
confer o n the district its main ;trchzeological interest, for otherwise 
it was not of first·rate industrial or military importance, but rather 
a pl e;tsant place to live in fo r the discriminating Italian or prospe l'­
ous Briton, 
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A number of great hoards of Thinl Century coins were dis­
covered abo ut t he commencement o f la s t century in high grou nd 
rou nd F a iland, a nd a further hoard wa s found at Portbury three 
years ago. They a re evidence of an unrecorded invasion from th e 
\ 'Vest which, for a tim e , terrified the inhabit ~111ts dnd swept the 
Rom a n powe r from th e ve ry walls of the gre,lt fortress at Ca erleon . 
According to some a uthoriti es, the declin e of the l~olllan pO\\' e r is 
perpetua ted in the vVansdyke, which run s from Portbury, pas t 
L owel' Failand , th e nc e to Maes Kno ll a nd past Bath into \\lilt s. 
\Vh e n it beca me impe rative to abandon all proj ecting corners of the 
Empire, thereby s horte ning th e line of defe nc e, it was this line 
which, standing as a bulw<IrI( , I,ept the pirates from Irel and from 
the rich lands and town s o f th e South. 

Effect of the Roman Occupation. 

The I~omans ha d little or no effect on our racial constitution 
and, mo reo ver , heq uea th ed to us very few institutions. even th e ir 
roads soon fell into di su se a nd were forgott e n. I t is among rh e 
villages and settlements of those foll( who Gl m e le,\s t under Rom,ln 
influences th a t the student of our people gleans th e mos t useful 
info rm a tion. The Imperi,\1 civilisatioll with its neat to wn-m"d e 
ware, all ma de to pattem, swept OV C1' th e ru s tic life lil(e a tide , 
almost dro \\'ning the magn iflcen t C eltic i1rt. Yet a t the end of th e 
First o r th e begi nning of the Second Century, the ar t had begun to 
show signs o f re vival. The struggle between the intruding and 
natIve spirits Wi1S lo ng , a nd probahly unconsci o us . Yet in the e nd , 
the nati ve spirit had recovered some of its old sway. The potter>; 
acquired new and improved techniques of fashillning an d firing and 
wed ded to them their native a rt; producing vcsse ls which in beaut)' 
o f fo rm, and beauty and vigour o f decOl'a tion , are superiol' to the by 
no mean s contemptible c lassica l vesse ls hrought in fr01ll the Con­
tinent. Shreds o f such vesse ls manuf:Jctul'Fd at Castor, ne:J l' 
P e terbo rough, and in the New forest, are consta ntl y turned up 1fl 

thi s district. 

Moreover, the metal \\orl(ers, espec ially in th e North and 
\Vest , returned to th eir native a rts :J nd fashi o ned je\\cllery an d 
other articles w hich are entirely Celtic in des ign a nd tradition. In 
th e Bri s tol Museum :J numbe r of these examples are di sp layed from 
Kin ns holm, Gloucester; Camerton, a nd Ch '1 rterhouse. Th e 
ena~elJed brooches betray a n inte nse love of bright colours, ,!lld 
the dragon motif ha s a quite unclassical vigour. 

Again, a fe\V scu lptures fOllnd in Bath, C irence ster, :J nd e lsc­
where, are Celtic in their fier ce inten si ty or s uhtl e suggestion o f 
loca l traits. Nothing could be furth e r fr om the classi ca l instin ct. 
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vVhatever chance the re \Va,; of the survival of the L a tin tongu e 
and of Roman institution s in the se Island s , \\'el'e des troyed by the 
Anglo·Saxon invas ion . H ad the invasio n come from the Wes t, a 
Ro mance tongu e mig ht s till be e mpl oy ed in E ast Anglia. But the 
Welsh language survived in the \A,!es t and Celtic art proceeded 
to\\"al'ds it s hi g hest expression in Ire la nd . 

Whe n th e Angles a nd Sa xo ns invad ed Engl a nd th ey did not 
extenninate but s ubjugated the Celtic folk they found he re. 

In course of years the two peoples interbred and it is to the 
surviving nat ive element that \Ve sho uld attribute th e s tron g 
deco ra tive fe e ling in An glian art , and pe rhaps in me di ceva l 
masonry. 

45 



A numher of great hoards of Third Century coins were dis­
covered about the commencement of last ce ntury in high ground 
round Failand, and a further hoard was found at Portbury three 
years ago, They are evidence of an unreco rd ed in v8si o n fnJm the 
\ 'Vest which , for a time, terrified the inhahit a llts and swe pt the 
Roman power from th e vel'y walls of th e gre,lt fortress at Caerleon, 
According to some a uthoriti es , the declin e of the I-\oman powe r is 
perpetuated in the vVansdyke, \\'hich runs frolll Portbury, pa st 
Lowel' F ai land, thence to '\,l ae s Knoll and past 8ath into 'vVilts, 
\Vhen it became impera tiv e to a bandon ,III projecting corners of th e 
Empire , thereby shortening the line of defence, it was this line 
which, standing as a hulwarl(. I_ept th e pirates from Ire land from 
the rich bnds and towns of the South, 

Effect of the Roman Occupation. 

The Romans had little or no effect on o ur raci a l constitution 
and , moreove r, bequeathed to us very few institutions, ~ven their 
roads soo n fell into disuse a nd were forgotten. I t is among the 
villages and settlements of th ose fo lk who C,l llle 1e,lst under I~om ,l n 
influe nces that th e stude nt of our peo ple ~Ieans th e most useful 
inform a tion. The Impe ri,d civilisatioll with its neat tow n,mad e 
ware, a ll made to pattern, swept ovcr the rusti c life like a tide, 
almost drolYlling the magnificen t Celtic art. Yet at the end of the 
Pirst or the heg inning o f the S eco nd C e ntury, th e art had begun to 
show signs of reviva l. The struggle be twee n the intruding and 
native spirits was long , and prohably uncon scious. Yet in the end, 
the native spirit had recove red some o f its old S\\"8y. The potters 
acqui" ed new and improved techniques of fashioning a nd fi"ing and 
wedded to them their na ti ve art; producing \'essels \\'hich in beauty 
of form, and bea uty a nd vigour of dec o rati o n. a re superio r to th e by 
no means contemptible classica l vessels bro ught in f!'Om th e C o n, 
tinent. Shreds of such vessels manufactured a t Casto r, nea l' 
Peterbo rough, a nd in the Ne w forest, are constantly turned up in 
this district. 

Moreo ver , the metal worl(ers , especially in the North and 
'Vest, returned to tht'ir na tive arts and fa s hioll ed jewellery a nd 
other articles which a re e ntire ly Celtic in design 8nd traditi o n. In 
the Bristo l Museum a number of these examples are display ed f!"OIll 
Kin<Jsholl1l, Glouceste r; Camerton, and Charterhouse. Th e 
en a ~elled brooches betray an intense lo ve of bright colours, and 
th e dragon motif has a quite uncl assica l vigour. 

Again, a few scu lptures found in Bath, Cirencester, and else, 
where. are Celtic in th e ir fierc e intensity or suhtle suggestion of 
local traits. Nothing could be further frrJill th e clas sical instin c t. 
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VVhateve r chance there was of the survival o f th e L a tin to ngue 
a nd o f Ro man institutions in th ese Islands. were destroyed by the 
An,glo,Saxon invasio n. Had th e invasion corne from the West, a 
Romance tongue might still be employed in Ea st Anglia. But the 
Welsh langu a ge sUl'vived in the \Vest and Celtic art pmceeded 
towards its hig hest expression in Ireland. 

When the Angl es and Saxon s invaded England th ey did not 
extel'min a te but suhj uga ted the Celtic folk they fo und here, 

In course of years the two peoples interb"ed and it is to the 
surviving native e lemellt that we should attl' ibute the strong
decora tive feeling in Anglian art, and perh a ps in medi <evalmasonry. 
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