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TIMBER i

The Society is given permission %0 cut birchwood,
and birchwood only,for use directly by the Society,in
the wood to the north of the Society's hut.

The trees must be cut close to the ground and the
prushwood properly collected gnd taken back to camp
= to be burnt.

Ash and other trees must not be cut and proper
care must be taken to avoid damage to other trees when
felling the birch.

The increasing scarcity of timber has made birch !
a valuable wood for various pUrposSes. Hence reasonable
economy in the use of firewood should be exercised. The r
smaller and misshapen trees should be selected for felling .

The Society shall confine its activities to the
area east of the ruined wall which divides the land in
a roudly north-south direction to the west of the hut
and to the east of the new plantation.

The Society shall not interfere with the rights
of the tenants of the land nor permit the privileges
granted to be abused.




[ BURRINGTON FIELD HEADQUARTTRS
=l CAMP RULES'

ti UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL SPELAEQOLOGICAL SOCIETY

1. DParties visiting caves shall leave a note,stating persons,
‘ destination time of departure and date,in an obvious i
position in the hut.

= 2, The log book must be written up after each camp and all
work done must be recorded. The recorder must sign his
name to his report. =
-
%, After each camp the fire must be properly extinguished,
the grate cleaned,the wood bunkers filled and the hut -
swebt.

. 4. TFood must be stored in proper receptacles only.

5. Waste materials must be removed from the hut to the

7. The hut must be kept properly bolted and shuttered and
o the last person Lo leave will be held responsible in the
gt event of loss or damage due to the neglect of these ° g
Ll precautions. 7

= appropriate pit. =
} 6. Blankets and mattresses should be folded and neatly S
piled up before camp is closed. J :

i = -

& 8. The log book must be oreserved. Its pages shall not be
£ removed or destroyed. :

il = \/.Bﬂa:n_[mdh
—  Hon. Secretary.
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UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL SPELATOLOGICAL SOCIETY

NOTIES

The Committee recommends that a levy of 6d. per head,

per day,or 2/- maximum per visit should be made. The

proceeds will pay for communal equipment not catered

for by the Union Grant.
This will include:-

Paraffin,Meths.,éandles,Lamp-glassas,Ptimus spares
and replacing cooking utensils,etc.etc.
This will NOT include:-

Milk, eggs,vegetables and bread, etc.

It is hoped that if a sufficiently large Kitty is
accumulated the surplus will go towards repainting
the hut,etc.

The amount remaining is to be entered at the back of
the log.

It cannot be emphasised too strongly that ALL WORK
MUST BE REPORTFED UPON IN FULL together with the names
of the workers. The value of the Log as a future

reference book depends upon this.

V., Boe..niam.nL ‘

—

ﬁon. Secretary
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B COUNCIL OFFICES
AXBRIDGE
SOMERSET

8th Novemberp 1951,

FRANK K. C. ADAMS, LLB,, LAMT.P..
CLERK AND SOLICITOR

Telephone AXBRIDGE 217-218;
FKCA/REET/Estolie

Dear Miss Boarland,

G. B. Cave, Charterhouse.

I set out below a copy of a report which was presented to
my Council's Water, Sewerage & Estates Committee on the 12th
October last:-

B At a Neeting held in the Clerk's Office on Saturday, 6th
Jctober, 1951, the Bristol University Spelaeological Society was
represented by its President, Professor Tratman; its Secre tary,
Uiss V., Boarland; and onedof its active members; and the Council
by the Chairman of the Comnittee, Mr, C. J, Cook; the Viece=Chairman
of the Council, Councillor Brigadier G, L. G, Pollard; and
Cosnellior G, B Body, with the Clerk and Surveyor,

After a full discussion it Was agreed that the Society
snnuld have the sole right to continue exploration of the G. B.

should be permitted to visit the systems and then only as guests
of the Bristol Society, who should be responsible for arranging
visits on dates convenient to them and under theinr supervision.

The representatives of the Bristol Soeiety named the
following Societies as being sufficiently responsible and well-
established to be recognised for the purposes of this arrangement:-

s The Mendip Nature Research Committee,
2. Wessex Cave Club,

3s Bristol Exploration Club,

L. South Wales Caving Club,

5 Westminster Spelaeological Group.
6. Cave Research Group.

IT any other Societies wish to visit the systems they should
only be permitted to do so if they can become affiliated, after due
scrutiny, to one of the recognised Societies nameds above,

~ly other persons or bodies, These arrangements would be reviewed
after six months of trial operation.

It was further agreed that the publication of photographs,
maps or descriptions of the cave systems should be the exclusive
right of the Bristol Soclety whick would be prepared to allow other

Persons or bodies to make such publications on proper acknowledge-
ment being given, .

The Society's representatives stated that they were digging
in two other places in the neighbourhood of the Ge B. Cave in the
hope of entering separate cave systems and they agreed that in futupe
they woulg notify the Council before sStartine anv freeh A5 cmd o -



| e i Sime ke =

~

TR — — a::‘.\_\_ : gmn

They further agreed that they would do all they could to assist
the Couneil in preventing damage to the new entrance to the Cave
and to water tanks and fittings in the neighbourhood and the
Council's representatives agreed that the Council, on its part,
would prosecute anyone found committing such damage. o

< The Committee recommended the Council %o approve of the
arrangements reached at the meeting on the 6th October on the
understanding that the Society would keep the Council informed
of the progrecss of any future digging operations so as to enable
she Council to take early steps %o secure the entrances to any
other caves which may be discovered on the Council's land. ho
Soclety is also asked to ensure that any future diggings are
securely fence” to prevent the entry of cattls,

I am forwarding & copy of this letter to the Secrectary of
the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst Mounitainepring Club,
¢/> Dre Me H, Everdell, 0ld College, Royal Military Acadcmy ..
Sandhurst, Camberley, Surrey; the Somerse’ Constabulary Caving
Club (Frome Division), c¢/o Sergeant K, E» G. Pusscll, County
Police Office, Frome, Somerset; and the Axbridge Caving Group
& Archaeologicadl Socilety, e¢/o Major D, C. McKeand, Hillside,
AxHridge, as these three Societies have all applied for r~mmission
to enter the cave. I shall be obliged if you will pass on the
Council's decision to any obher Socletics or individuals who may,
%0 your knowledge, be interested in the Cave, including the six
mceognised Societies,

I would like to make it perfectly clear that the Council
.8 not suggesting that the damage which has already talken placc
im the cave has been caused by members of any organised Society
b I access s made freely available it would be impossible t.
c.isvol the activities of irresponsible people such as those
WD have alrecdy damaged the new lecks,

The Couneil is anxious to ensuré that iT the caves o
¢ stie—bhey will not, In the meantimes, acp,
oc spoilt., It is hoped that occurcnces such as that last Easton
when an ill-equipped party were lost in the Caves, 'will be avoids:
in the future. A further reason for the Council's action is to
en3ure that exploration of the eave shall be properly carried
out and the results made availeble in due course for the public

bencfit,
; o

Yours sincerely. X

8 f %
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Clerk of the Council.

V"85 Ve Boarlond,

Sesdl. SOEPeEAYY .,

smissol Univers. Sy Spelroclogical Socicty,
Ta.vorsity of Bristol,

309708, |



Uaversity of Drtst wesucological Society

The University,
Brigiel 8.,

G.B. CAVE,CHARTERHOUSE-ON-MENDIP

l. You are no doubt aware of the difficulties that have arisen in
cbnnection with this cave. Although it is unnecessary to relate in
detail all that has tokon place since the unfortunate episode at

Daster, 1951+t 19 necessary to give a summary.

2. This Society originally obtained permits to gig IneGraity Tield
in or about 1920. Various attempts to goin access to the cave
system that was thought to exist there wore made, culmindting in 1940,
in the disgovery of G.B. In our recent discussions with the Axbridge
Rural District Counecil (A.R.D.C.),that council,through its
‘representatives asked us mony pertinent questions as to why this

" Soclety,which had long held the sole rights in the digging and
exploration of the aren and of the ¢.B. Cave itgelf,had £falled +o
take proper measures to secure the cave against unauthorised entry,
and why this society had permitted so many varied persons to go down
the ecave. ;

2. Our represcntatives pointed out that it had done its best to
fulfil its obligations to the Council and that we did not wish to
adopt a "dog in the manger" 2ttitude to those others,who though not
members of our Society,wished to explore the cave,

4. This phase of the discussions may be said to have been concluded
by the erection of the present works and gate at the entrance. It is
worth mentioning that at one stage it was mooted that the entrance
should be completely closed to all by a block of concrete.

5. ~ At subsequent meetings the A.R.D.C. made the following points
abundantly clear:-— i

(1.) G.B. cave was the property of the A.R.D.C. and the Council was
determined to protect their propertias far ss . pogsible.

(&) The A.R,D,C. were considering opening the cave to the public
and the present works could be considered as a preliminary phgSe.

el BT 0, weme determined to reduce to 2 minimum the number
of persons having cccess to the cave .. <

(4) The A.R.D.C. were insistent that this Society had sole rights
in the cave ng in the past from the time of the original permits,
and that any others desiring access to the cave must hoave that
aceess through this Society as guests of the Society ond must
be accompanied by a member of the Socilety on each occasion.

6, With regard to 5 (1) and (2)no comment is required. - Tm 54{3) it
is important to note that searching questions were put to our
representatives on the constitution of the Society in relationship to
membership,nnd in particular as to how lerge our #oubside" membership
was,and how large it might become under our rules. It was not until
the A.R.D.C. were satisfied thot our "outside" membership wes limited,
and that by giving this Seciety cccess to the cnve they would not in
focet be opening the cave to n1] anc. sundry,that they consented to the
ociety having the keys of @.B,.

S
Te With regard to 5 (4) it was pointed out by our representatives
that there were many others besides ourselves interested in the cave
and we did not wish to adopt an exclusive attitude towards them, Three
separate attempts were mnde to get the A R.D.0. Lo give access to the
cave to recognised caving groups on application to the A.R.D.C. Each
attempt was o failure and the position became thot given in 5 (4), ThHis
%ﬁciety has had to accept this os the best thet could be achieved in
the time,

8. In the course of the discussions the nemes of various Societies and
Groups were mentionsd and LA B ey e g e o VAN R Rl R TR TR L e e
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1. You are no doubt aware of the difficulties that have arisen in
connection with this cave., Although it is unnecessary to relate in
detail all that has takoen place since the unfortunate episode at
Bagtiern, 2952 4t 1e necessary to give a summary.

. 25 . JMhis 'Seciety originally obtained permits to dig in Gruffy Field
in or about 1920. Various attempts to gain access to the cave
system that was thought to exist there werd made, culminating in 1940,
in the discovery of G.B. In our recent discussions with the Axbridge
Rural District Council (A.R.D.C.),that council,through its
‘representatives asked us many bpertinent gquestions as to why this

" Society,which had long held the sole rights in the digging and
exploration of the area and of the G¢.D. Cave itself,had failed to
take proper measures to secure the cave against unauthorised entry,
and why this society had permitted so many varied persons to go down
the cave. '

5. Our represcntatives pointed out that it had done its best to
fulfil its obligations to the Council and thaet we did not wish to
adopt & "dog in the manger" attitude to those others,who though not
members of our Society,wished o explorse the cave,

4, This phase of the discussions may be said to have been concluded
by the erection of +the present works and gate at the entrance. It is
worth mentioning that at one stage it was mooted that the entrance
should be completely closed to all by a block of concrete.

5, At subsequent meetings the A.R.D.C. made the following points
abundantly clear:-

(1.) G.B. cave was the property of the A.R.D.C. and the Council was
~ determined to protect thedr propeniy.as far ns poasible. . J
t8) The A.H,D.C. mere consicering opening the cave to the public
- and the present works could bé considered as a preliminary phake,
(B)"“THe A,H.D.0. wers determinsd to reduce to o minimum the number
of persons having nccess to the CavE.: M
(4) The A.R.D.C. were insistent that this Scciety had sole rightsg
in the cave as in the past from the time of the original pepmits,
and that any others cesiring access to the cave must have that
access through this Society as guests of the Society end must
be accompanied by a member of the Society on each occasion.

6. With regard to 5 (1) and (2)no comment is required. - In 5 (3) it
is important to note that searching questions were put to our
representatives on the constitution of the Soclety in relatiomship to
membership,and in particular ss to how large our ®outside" membership
was,and how large it might become under our rules, It was not until
the A.R.D.C., werc satisfied thot our "outside" membership was limited,
and that by giving this Society ncecess to the cove they would not in
fact be opening the cave to 211 ancd sundry,thet they consented to the
Soclety having the keys of G.D.

7o With regard to 5 (4) it was pointed out by our representatives

that there were many others besides ourselves interested in the cave
and we did not wish to adopt an exclusive attitude towards them, Three
separate attempts were made to get the A,R.D.C., to give access to the
cave to recognised caving groups on application to the A.R.D.C. Bach
attempt was a failure and the position became that given in 5 (4). This
‘Society has had to accept this as the best that could be achieved in
the tinme,

8. In the course of the discussions the names of various Societies and
Groups were mentioned and the A.R.D.C, apneared to be considerably
perturbed at the number of unrelated bodies claiming,and,in one case,
demanding with threats,access to the eave. Eventually a list was
prepared,which is given in the letter of the A,R.D.Ce Bl 3t ds the
view of the A.R.D.C. thot others interested should join or affilicte




 Suncay, o 2‘4th 1952 : -
Master Mongay, Aprll 14th 1952»ﬁ;
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