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ClincULA TO LELBELS
(1967,¥0.,2, Octoboer)

IAELAND 1967

The summer trip to Ireland this year was small -nd successful.
Small, beczuse Tratty and many others were in Jamaica, while the
tigers were all preparing for their August telp to Czechoslovakiag
successiul for meny reasons, not the lesst of which wes the co-
hesion resulting from being a small party.

The party of seven consisted of Cliver Lloyd (C.C.isa)s
Lertin Joyce (S.i.J.;, "Jeem" Iredale (u.I.I.)}, LEve Wheeler (fnewejy
Steve Trudgill (5.4.), Steve Steines (5.8., and Diana Peun (U.P.,.
The first three arvived on July 1l4th, Jjoining thne otier four =zt
LacCaithy's Cottage. The latter hed slresdy been tnese thiee
weeks studying geog.aphical projects for dissertations. Velab,
steyed at Keane's ilotel, which is more comforteble tnen =zllyne-
l.cken Castle. The half-wit up the .oad from kacCarthy's Cottege
was sgain giving trouble: painting slogens, trying to set rice
1o tue geogrephers' van, dameging their equipment, tihcowing stones.
S50 the Garda turned up every night and stayed till dawn to give
protection, L

The party was concerned with two main projects, which wese
given to us by Tratty. Cne was to push E2 snd find out wioeie it
entered the Poulnagollum System. The other was to find out the
source of the water in certain tributary pussages in Doolin, and
to survey as much of the new passages as we could, which wese
discovered last year.

e i et

Briefly, a long tributary or ox~bow was found on =8.7.86 by
Deve Savage, Pete. Kasye end Carl Holt, staiting from tne Secona
Be.uing Cave Oxbow (Section P - P! in Lloyd's "Doolin - St. Catner-
ine's Cave" lLonograph), passing the 1964 Grotto nez the CGreat
Bouldes Full, joining tne roof beds of the Grest Canyon axd tien
going oif in a NE direction for an estimated 12CC Ft. Two days
later (3C.7.66) another oxbow was found by Ian anc Pete: Stending
end Carl Holt, which not only conmected XK - x!' with the Great
Cxbow, as predicted, but branched off in s westeily direction,
through a well decorated grotto and past a pothole with & remaik-
able ecno ("Lcho Pot") for zn estimsted 800 it. This pascage we
did not explore, but the 28.77.6¢ passage has the characteristics
of an oxbow, and we ave provisionally calling it the "Long Cxbow'!.

The Loung Cxbow hes now been surveyed by our parties for
2,893 ft., wnich brings it to a point ZCU it. N of the Grest Cxbow,
beyond whicin it continues for about 1ucC ft. It has been adopted
by no less than three tributary stresms, one of which leaves it
at the Second Bedding Cave Oxbow, the second at tne Great Boulde:
Fall and the third in the middle of tone Great Canyon. All of these
are now passable, as our party made the connection tirough the
1964 Grotto to the CGreat Boulder Fall. The source of the thiud
and largest tributsry stream, which occupies most of tie Long Cxbow,
from thne uppe: end of our survey down to the Great Canyon, wneve it
enter's as a heavy shower from the roof, has been proved to be g
swallet called D7c. : B

ie didn't survey the Lein Inlet Passage to the Aran View
Passage, which Dave Savege and iike Gariett did to Grade z in 1965,
but we proved by fluorescein thet it originated in Swallet D3,
Tne farmer at the cottage there was most inteiestea to hesr all
about it. ;
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Poulnagollum

The high light of the New Year 1967 trip was the discoveiy by
members of the U.B.35.8. party, that the swallet EZ at the NE tip
of Slieve Elva went., It czused Lrs Keane great anxiely and nearly
cost them their dinner! The exploration by Pete. Standing and .
others was of 1,1CC ft. of thrutchy cave ending in-a 2C i1t. ladder
pitch. It wes not known where in Poulnagollum the passage entered;
it was at too low a level for the Loag or Short Galleries, and
since there was no known tributaiy in Branch Passage Gallery
(B.P.G.)y Tratty thought it ought to enter B.P.G. West.

Wiuet was our surpiise, when we colour tested it,; to rind
fluorescein all the way up B.P.G. to Stetion 85 (five stations
short of the coniluence of B.P.G. Bast and West), when it suddenly
. 8topped. The watei beyond flowed cleanly oves a white layer of
-moon milk., On the West side the wall had peeled away along a
mejor joint leaving a pool (8 x 1 ft.) at the foot, still coloured
green. (.C.L. got into this and found thst it led to & sump
obstiucted by boulders. Sezrch downstream for a high level
passage wes imunediately rewarded, and R.I.[. squeezed along a
muddy bedding cave and was halted by a stalagmite flow over the
floor. S.k.J., narrower in dimensions, slid through and discovered
the tributary passage, with a green gtiezm in the floor, continuing
Tor several hundred feet. , :

A few days later S5.T7. and E.W, enlarged the sgueeze and we
surveyed the bassage upstream for 316 ft., after which it became
inconveniently small, &ve pushed it for another 65C ©ti She
turned back when it became a bedding cave 7 ins. high, as she
doesn't like getting her ears wet! Jie were still in the
Productid bed, heanwnile lartin and Jeem were heroically
pushing EZ from its origin. At the end of the known passage they
descended a 20 ft. wet pitch (belay in floor) and continued along
a ratner nastier passage, through thiee boulder ruckles, for
another 1CLU ft. Altogetner three pitches were climbed, totalling
38 ft., but still they hadn't reached the Productid bed. Murther
exploration of this passage is unlikely to be joyful, but if
successful could lead to the longest tarough trip in Ireland.

. This colour test prompted the thought that the only possible
surtface sources for the wates in B.P.C.E. & %. weie the swallets
335. (Goat Hole, via Pollapooka) to 342 (Toberacahircallough).
However fluorescein into the Gost Hole wes not seen the next day
in B.P.G. at all, and examination of the streams north of Station
85 showed that they were all depositing calcite or moon milk.
This (like Cotter's Gallery and East P gsage) 1s characte.istic
of streams which have percolated through limestone and do not run
off the peat. The pest streams always deposit a layer of biown
slime, never moon milk. It is therefore not to be expectea tinat
B.P.G. B, or W. have a surface origin. SR :

. On our last ceving day we all did the through trip from

Poll Elve to Poulnagollum.. lkembers will recolleect & song | .
written by Cyiril Johnson snd othexs, which comuemorsted the U.D.S.o.
discovery of the connection between Poll Elva and Poutnagollum.

tne last verse ended: ‘ , e

For some went down Pollnagollum
And some went down fElva's Pots

ind we shook hands in the middles
Thus making six miles the lot.

The South Waelians forced the connection with a lot of beanger
in 1965, =nd have been trying ever since to pe.suade me to. woite
enother verse to commemorate this. But it just wouldn't come. -

I knew however of the trouble they got into another day, wien they
went down Poulnsgollum to the very end and found the Dbediing
cave flooded on their return. They made thelr way rapidly to
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Poll Elva and had to wait there in the cold for a long time, until
a surface party came and laddered it.

Suddenly the last verse came, end we had the first rendering
of it at kain Junction:

When we went down & few years later
And cezme to our six inch squeeze,
The South Walians had mede it much bigger,
S0 we all slipped through with ease.
But we kept an eye on tne weather,
Which the Souti Walians surely did not.
So we didn't have to beat & hasty retres
And come out of Elva's Pot.

It only remains to be recorded that this veise was well
receilved at the Gwyn Amis.

OCliver C. Lloyd.

CrnnCLOBLOVAR LIl L0 uDI I TOH

- In August a party of seven,— Chris Gilmore, Pcbter Kiye,
D.ve 5mvaoo PoterStanding and Mick WitUOM, 211 from Ghis Sociely,
plus Phil Co‘]c““(Inpor- 1 Colluﬂo) and John Rugsen (B.P.C.
visited thé South Slovaliion Horst, the largest. coving area in
.b.h.c CQISQS.Re e
The Korst, which is some 1200 miles from Bristol,

on the Czocn~”uq'“11:" border and port of 1% S
included in Hungory., The e;p,a_ulon was bosc
cove and an inportont resurpence for the Ejl
upstream sump was one of the first to be ir
albeS, and it was unfortunately typiccl of
sumps we were to see in the nc;c few weceks,
guickly wvo on impenetrable vervical »ift.

8

d ot CGombosck, o show
ca. Plaoteau. Its

sc ipoted by our

the many resurgence
loging down very

ther risings visited were Brzotin,ivoov L, and Duzgo, The
laotbter's sump belng nemorcble for the 130 f£t. dive giraipht
down which gave D.3. the Czechoslovokicn cové diving depth record!
sumps in several swallet caves - Kisfalu, Silico Ico C.NL,
brezedna, Fodrica, and Milada were clso dived without foing.

he cxpedition then moved on Lo the Demanove Valley in
“o;ch s S1¢ vw“lu, near Lqmro‘VV Mikulos, Ilicre They werc Joined
by threc morc membors who had oﬂcn tourding in Yugoslovia-~ Don

Thonmson and like and Sue Morton., Scveral c:cu*mﬂon wore nade
into the Demonove gystenm whose ,Mpaciouﬁ, agt-Ilowing sumps

made o pleasont chrnge from thécyonstricocd myphOﬂu of Gouthorn
Slovekia, Despite )ovprwl long dives, no air spaces were found.
Sowc of Tthe purbty_climbed the second highest peck in the Hiph Motz
as - Rysy (2500m,) ~ and mony visits were mode to the low Tobros.

Thrce dhy” vere gpent in the Moruvion Korst neur Hrno, where
we had tho use of a luxurious cov nr hut and outsgtanding Losp-
itolity from-the locul covers. Some diving wos done in the Punkva
Rivoer system, and it wos in this cavc that we encountercd our
first profcssicntl diggeors. Two men are cmployed full time to Blast
along o tegted underground wiabtercourse until they f£ind open
passage, Judging by the results of the dives they hove gevera

o

S
vecrs! cmployuent ahceod of them!

!”

o oonleasont two days.
the ““DpdluLOﬂ wags nob
some of -ug lohrnb o lot from

And go Tinclly o Pwaguf hore
Ls £~r rs the length of new Dossa

o resounding successt! Neverthele
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from our expericnces and rcturncd with happy memories of the
country and its pcople. A smoll porty from the C.5.85.RH. will
be coming to Dritain next year ond we look forward to their
visit.

P.Standing.

MANOR FARM

Since the report in the last issue of the circular, a lot
of work has gone into the dig without the clusive breckthrough
being acheived.

T decided thet it would be @asie% and probably quicker %o
carry on digging straight down, as there was no prospect cf the
upper rift entering the cave in less than 20 f£t. or so, as water
could be heard to run steadily down the passage for ages.

We got a couple of weckends' work in before the troditional
Manor Tarm week and struck another cross rift at -45 ft, This
onc was smaller than the upper one but still managed to produce
a healthy draught on occasions,

During the weck after the exams ( June 5th onwords), the
drill was hired again and we continued downwards to o depth of
52 ft. As the rock was getting harder and the rift had petered
out, it looked rather as 1f we were in the wrong place, sSo we
returned to the lower rift and started to blow it out. Unfort-
unctely the University now provides othér work for its students
after exams so labour was rather short and I was somewhat rclcived
ot the respite when the bit broke on the fifth day. We were then
about 4 f£t. into the rift,

Fortunately the firm we hire the drill from { Fred Males)
woas synmpathetic and let us off with 3 days' hire and gave us a
new bit, which was exchanged for a longer (19") one.

The longer bit proved morc efficient for 'rifting' purposes,
although it prolongs the very uncomfortable and noisy business of
drilling shot-holes Lo over an hour{ Nevertheless onec can make
foirly good progress per bang, bthousgh due to the longer drilling
ond fume-~clearing btimes, it was difficult to get more than 4 in
per day. Two weekends work in July got us about 12 f£t., along the
passage.

Heving got morried , thereby losing a month's work, I got
the drill for a doy over the Bank Holidoy, and with the help
of some of the Gathering ot the hut, gained « few more feet,
Since then Colin High has applicd a little science to the problem
and has found that if the cave is going down dip, then the
lower passage would be expected to cross it in the next few fcet,
Visual observations in the passage tend to support this.

Unfortunately, ot vhis time of year, the drill is normally
uncvailable and, on last year's basis, moy not become available
until Xmas,

Mike Noxrton.

LITTLE WEATH RIVER CAVE

A Full account of the INRC is in the current issue of Proc.
Since this went Yo print sump 6 has becn dived when D.S. followed
the underwater passage for 130 £t, before returning due to lack
of air. Thc passage was roomy bub descended to a depth of 50 ft.
and wasg still going down. An inlet tributary on the East side
wos explored for 400 ft, to o boulder choke cnd a bypass to o
5 was also found.

is inbtonded to radiolocabe important points in the coave such
Ubbs Aven and the cave past sump 4.

o
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@dStwatér

During the first week in August, the cntrance to the
boulder ruckle in Eastwater Cavern ﬂollﬂpued thus closing one
of Mendip's better systems and one of the nogb popular owing to
its lack of access restrictions,

A meetlnb of all the clubs interested in the cove was held
at the Hunter's last Sunday (24 th. September) to discuss the
problem of reopening the cave., It was gencrally agreed that it
would be impossible to make the origingl entronce safe, s0 the
ulternutlve of blasblnb a Monor Farm type shaft through the rock

to the top of the Boulder Chamber- an estimated 70 f£t,woc chosen,
The Shepton Mallet Cowing Club ic ih charge zof the operation.

PROCLEDINGS

Vol.11(2) will be out by the end of October and contains
some important articles on both caving and archaeology. Prof.
Tratman's paper on the Priddy Circles and Prog. Berry Cunliffe's
Report con the site at Gorsey Blgbury form the archaeological section,
while the INRC is described and Tim Atkinson has contribubed a
paper on the geomorphology of August-Longwood Swallet.

The survey and account of the LNRC have al?eady been published
as a proprlnb ot 5/-. Members will of course be ablc to read this
article in Proceedings but anyone who would like additional
copies of the INRC paper or who thinks he can scll some, is asked
to contact the Librarion (P.Standing).

A 1limited number of separate unloldcd surveys are also
available ﬁt 5/-(2/6 to members ).

SESSIONAL ﬁEETINGS

There are the normal number of 6 meetings again this yeor, of
which one is the AGM. They dre :

Dr. K.Pearce -'Expedition to the Gouffre Berger 1967
. -~ Monday, 9th October.
Prof,Mills -'Pole squatting underground’
r . - Monday, 6th November.

Prof . R.Atkinson -'Stonchenge' - Taobs and Fancies' - ;

- Mondoy y4th, December
Dr. R. Savage -'Fossil Man'

=~ Monday,5 th. February.

’ 3 1t - o C ght_,. <‘.‘.\ E}C > i 1 ' J z’b i?é%
D.ITngle Smith The Jamaican pedition 1967_ 1T ve fixed.
Annual General Mecobting : Monday,4 th. Morch.

Overleaf is a sketch of the ex uGHSlOP” 4o the LNRC not included
in the survey in Proceedings.

Hon. Secretaries:

Mike Norton
Martin Joyce.
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~  LaNaBR.Co Prelininary sketeh bosed on grade 4 and 2 Surveys
, , (Copywright UBSS).
SUMP 2_TO SUMP & {Gopy by DS. )
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