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They practised agriculture, domestication of animals, and the 
manufacture of pottery-three things unknown to the earlier folk. 
They also soon learnt the use of metal, and so we pass on into 
the Bronze <;1ivision of volume five. I 

They had an art of their own, but f.ar inferior and much more 
conventionalised thun the earlier manifestation. Perhaps this 
was because it was not Ilsed for the same kind of magical purpose. 
A study of these cOllventionalised pictures may, however, give 
us an idea of the development of real writing! 

The relation of man to the glacial periods in England is still 
a matter of controversy, though it will probably be found to fall 
into line with the r(:suIts obtained abroad: Perhaps, too, some­
one will discover examples of the cave art in Euglancl. 

Both these points should be of interest to our Society, and it 
is quite possible that a further investigation in the Wye valley 
may throw some light upon these questions. 

Caves of Derbyshire and Yorkshire. 
By H. C. GRIGG. 

Cave formation in regions of limestone is due mainly to two 
factors; firstly, the limestone is traversed by well defined joints 
and bedding planes; secondly, water charged witq carbon di~ 
oxide or wi:h grit has a very powerful wearing action. The 
joints and bedding planes are thus widened into passages, tunnels 

and' caves. 
In Derbyshire, whf:re the Carbonifcrous Limestone forms hilly 

moorlands interc;ectec1 by deep rlells, many famous caves are 
known. Must vf these have been thoroughly explored and the 
remains of pre-historic life iu Britain, as revealed in these caves,

• has providerl material for the most fascinating books. 

The Dream . (ave of Wiri?':(Jorth was r('\'ealed when workmen 
were followil~g a lead vein. It tnrned ont to be a small cave, the 
original 0ntrance to which had been from above . This entrance 
was blocked by loose debris . Remain!> of horse, reindeer and 
rhinoce:r0s were found . Evidcntly these animals had fallen into 

this cave and were thus entrapped. 

The Peak Cavern is prot'ably the m0st famous cavern of the 
district. ' This wonderflll series of chambers and passages runs 
into the hillside in Castleton V31e, and the stream which doubtless 
made the cave is still issning from the mOllth. 

Dove Holes and Cave Da.le Cave under Peveril Castle arc note­

worthy as caves d11e to wat0r action. 

SPeeci70ell Ca1}e was discovered during lead boring operations. 
It is a hllge cave with a great fissure of unknown dimensions 

leading on into the mountaiu. 

RoCin H ood Cav~ is of great interest because it was worked 
scientifically by Professor Boyd Dawkins. A trench was dug 
right thr0ugh the cave earth on to the rock floor, and then by 
digging forwards each Inyer in the cnve earth was properly 
examine-c. and the contents noted. A good idea of the successive 
habitations was gained by tt.is method. 

Windy Knall Fissure was a deep fissure in the limestone, prob­
ably of the swallet type, which was revealed by quarrying 
operations from the side. The bottom of the fissure contained a 
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most amazing jWllble of bones of wolf, bear, bison, fox, reindeer, 
ctc. It St.'ems that this oW swallet was a favonri te drinking place 
for the bison alld reindeer during migrations north 'and south for 
snmmer and winter quarters respectively. Stragglers would fall 
easy victims to packs of wolves and other bemits of prey. 

The Yorkshire Caws 0f main interest are those situated in the 
Ingleboro district. lngkboro mountain is capped by the Mill­
stone Grit with the Voredak grits lying below. 

Underneath again is the main mountain limestone series. All 
these beds lie,Pnlctic.:t1ly hori Z0n tally . The streams all run off the 
impervious Millstone Grit and Yoredale series, but disappear into 
swalkts dirc-ctl:v they C0111E' dc.·wn to the mountain limestone . The 
wdl jointed character of th('sc- limestones is responsible for the 
amazing" Pots" or swalkts of the district. Some of these pots, 
Gaping Gill and HdJn Pot for instance, are very wide, and any­
thing up to 300 feet deep. In heavy rainfall huge volumes of 
water may be seen !)ouring down into these yawning chasms, 
illustrating. plainly how they originated , 

Helin Pot itself has been the sccne of many exciting explora­
tions, l,ujies as well as gentlc'inen being lowered into its profound 
depths bv winch and bucket . 

Gaping G-ill, tIte ether famous Pot, is really the upper entrance 
to Inglehor<i Cave, '''hich mns far into the side of Ingleboro 
mountain. I 11g!eb0TO cave itself has br;en ('xplcrcc1 for a distance 
of ovcr s('ven hUI~dred yards; some por60ns of it being occnpied 
by deep pools had to be crossed by swimming. Some small pools 
were discovered, 50 saturated with limc that a solid' crust, 
resembling ic(', covered the surface of the: w<iter, and beautiful 
crystals had forme:c1 at the botto11l. 

ViC/Mia Cave, Settle, is famons for offering some evidence in 
the qnestion of the antiqnity of man in Britain. Passing through 
layers of boulders and fiue earth containing remains of Neolithic 
and later peoples, a thin bed was found deep down containing 
the remains of hyena, elephant, rhinoceros, :llld other of the 
older cave 111an llTl:lls, to_!Zether with a hnn:an fihnla. As this 
beel was c')llsiderecl to he of pre-glacial origin , it points to the fact 
that m:m was ::I -contemporary of the o1.cler cave mammals of 
Britaill. 

CAVE HUNTING IN SOMERSET. 

Other fascinating caves are -Known in Yorkshire, many of which 
have ~hrcwll light on the ever fresh qnestion of the advent of 
tIlan in these lshnds. That h(' lived and hunted anel fought here 
ill Pleistocene clays there can now be no douht, for the remains 
of his fires !lnd fc-~5tS and "-Lapons arc fonnd everywhere mixed 
up with the 1)ones of th05<:: old cave mammals long since extinct 
in this el)l1l1try. 

Cave Hunting in Somerset. 
By Hon. Professor SIR \VILLIAiII BQYD DAWKINS, F.R.S. 

Absiract of Address. 

Sir William Bovd Dawkins had special pleasure in speaking on 
Ca~'e Hunting in- ; connty in which he had his first experience 
of caves, as an undergraduate from Oxford, and before a Society 
formed to carryon the investigation which he then began. 

Caves have been explored in ~arious parts of Britain fr0111 the 
t:rst quarter of the 19th centnr}, by Widney, Buckland, anel 
ethers, hut the first scientific exploration il1 Somerset was beg ull_ ill 
the region of the lVlendips Fmel carried 011 by Beard and \Villiallis 
in 1857 and the following years. ~n this year also the Wookey 
Hole hyena den was partly explored by \\'i11i:.tmson, and the 
work was carried on by Boyd Dawkins and others, with the net 
result -that the: presence of man was established in the wonderflll 
association of wild beasts living in the cOl1nty during the con­
cluding phase of the pleistocene age . 

The hyena den was inhabited by the hyenas, who dragged in 
the remains of the beasts upon which they preyed, and from time 
to time it was occupied by man, consequently the remains of both 
occupations were intermingled in the debris filling the cave . 
Other caves ill the :Mendips-Bleadon, Banwell and Sandford Hill 
--were occupied by the hyeuas, but presented no traces of man. 

The animals founel in these cave's, and evidently living at the 
same period, consist of species now widely distributed over the 
world in warm and in cold regions. The hyenas, for example, 
arc now only found in Africa, and the lions are restricted to the 
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lllOSt amazing jumble of l)011eS of wolf, bear, bison, fox, reindeer, 
etc. It seems that this old swallet was a favourite drinking place 
for the bison and reindeer during migrations north 'and south for 
summer and winter quarters respectively. Stragglers would fall 
easy victims to packs of wolves and other be3sts of prey. 

The Yorkshire Caves 0f main interest are those situated in the 
Ingleboro district. I ngkboro mountain is capped by the 1\1ill~ 

stone Grit with the Voredak grits lying belov\". 

Underneath again is the main mountain limestone series. All 
these beds lie practically horiZ0ntally. The streams all run off the 
impervious Millstone Grit and Yoredale series, but disappear into 
swa11r.ts dirc-ctly they come clown to the mountain limestone . The 
well joint("cl char::!(~ter of thesc' limestones is respollsible for the 
amazing ., Pots" or sw-:alkts of the district. Some of these pots, 
Gaping Gill and Rel1n Pot for instance, arc very wide, and any­
thing up to 300 feet deep. In heavy rainfall huge volumes of 
,".'uter may be seen !)ouring down into these yawning chasms, 
illustratin~. plainly how they originated . 

Helin Pot itself has been the scene of many exciting explora­
tions, lcldies as w(!ll as gentlemen being lowered int() its profound 
depths bv wi.nch and hllcl:et . 

Gap·in/? Gill, the ol.her famous Pot, is really the upper entrance 
to Inglebof<i Cave, which 1'1111S far into the side of Ingleboro 
mountain. I 11g1eb0To cave itself has br::en exp10rcc1 for a distance 
of over seven hm.drcd yards; some portions of it being occupied 
by deep i)(lO\s had to be crossed by swimming. Some small pools 
were discovered, so saturated 'with lime that a solid: crnst, 
resembling ice, c,)vefecl the surface of the: w8ter, and beautiful 
crystals had formed at the bottom. 

Vielc,ria Cave, Settle, is famous f()1' offering some evidence in 
the qm:stion of the alltiqllity ()f man in Britain . Passing through 
layers of boulders and fine earth containing remains of Neolithic 
and later p(:oples, a thin bed was found deep down containing 
the rema·ins of hyena, elephant, rhinoceros, and other of the 
older cave ll1anLlTlals, tog-etlwr with a hnn:an fihnla. As this 
beel was c')llsidered to he of pre-glacial origin, it points to the fact 
that m::ln was :l 'contemporary of the older cave mammals of 
Britain. 

CAVE HUNTING iN SOMERSET. 

Other fascinating caves are known in Yorkshire, many of which 
have ;;hrcwn light on the ever fresh qnestion of the advent of 
man in these islands. That he lived and hunted and fought here 
ill Pleistocene days there can now be no dOl:bt, for the remains 
of his fires ~\I1d fc·asts and WLapons arc fOllnd everywhere mixed 
up with the l)Ol1eS of those old cave mammals long since extinct 
in this e()untry. 

Cave Hunting in Somerset. 
By Hon. Professor SIR \VILLIAM BOYD DAWKINS, F.R.S. 

A bsim ct 0 i .1 ddrf-ss. 

Sir William Boycj. Dawkins had special pleasure in speaking on 
CaVe Hunting in a cOlmty in which he had his first experience 
of caves, as an undergraduate from Oxford, and before a Society 
formed to carryon the investigation which he then began. 

Caves have been explored in ~arious parts of Britain from the 
hst quarter of the J 9th ce:Jtnry by Widbey, Buckland, anel 
ethers, hut the first scientific cxploration ill Somerset was begun. in 
the' region of the lVlenclips "mel carried on hy Beard and \Vi11ia111s 
in 1857 anel the following years. ~n this year also the Wookey 
Hole hyena den was partly explored by \\'i 11 i:.tmson , anel the 
work was carried on by Boyd Dnwkins and others, with the nct 
result · that the: presence of man was established in the wonderful 
association of wild beasts living in the cOllnty during the con­
cluding phase of the pleistocene age . 

The hyena den was inhabited by the hyenas, who dragged in 
the remains of the beasts upon which they preyed, and from timc 
to time it was occupied by man, consequently the remains of both 
occupations were intermingled in the debris filling the cave. 
Other caves in the lVIellclips-Bleadon, Banwe:ll and Sandford Hill 
--were occupied by the hyenas, but presented no traces of man. 

The animals found in these caves, and evidently living at the 
same period, consist of species now widely distributed over the 
world in warm and in cold regions. The hyenas, for example, 
are now only found in Africa, and the lions are restricted to the 

http:swa11r.ts

