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Some Prehistoric Finds from the Mendips. 
By H. E. BALCH, F.S.A. 

The contents of this paper ciescribe the action of waters from 
their source high in the hills to the swallet by which they enter 
the underworld,thellce through the rock to the exit cave whence 
they emerge to daylight. 

A typical s\rallet is Eastwatcr Cm:crtl, by which the water may 
br. followed within two miles of \Voo1:ey to the exit cave. The 
eieseent is steep arid c(1mparablc wi tll that of most Mendip caves. 
The first chamber is full of loose boulders througl, which a passage 
can only be made with considerable difficulty and ,great care. 
The passage encls at a massive rock wall from where a canon 
:;80 feet long sinks to a roofed' chamber and waterfall. The 
caiion is dry since the present waterway is overhead. From the 
chamber arc two vertical drops to the roof of t~ lower chamber, 
the floDr being reached hy a precariolls climb down a slolling 
overhanging ledge of rock. The stream which ultimately issues 
at vVookey Hole flows across this floor, and a series of potholes' 
lead to the lowe~t point reached ill the cave. This descent is 
typical of all feecl('r caves. 

The outlet Cave, Wookey Hole, is situated in dolomitic eon
glomer:.lte al,d the valley through which the stream now flows 
~bows fiv~ dis~inet levels a-nd was :-It one time ill all probability 
a cavern. There are four chambers in all, one of which can only 
.be reached by means of a raft. Beyond this, progress has been 
stopped by the roof meeting water. However, it may be possible 
to reach Eastwater through some of the upper passages which lead 
to smaller caverns of great beal1ty. The formations in some of 
these cav-.'rns are as wo'lderful as they arc beal1tiful. At one 
place crystalline stalagmite is found in close proximity to dog
toothed crysta Is. There ,1ppears to be 110 reason for the formation 
of stalagmite in one way rather than a11other. 

\Vookey Hole is interesting archreologically. On investigation, 
pre-historical finds to the depth of seven feet were made in the 
floor of the entrance cham her. Pottery and bones were foulld 
lying on the opposite bank, and below the first drop of the river. 
These finds prove the cave to have been the hahitation of man 
from Neolithic to Roman times. In the excavation of the entrance' 
chamber. the top layer c011sisted of debris, the second of m ueI in 
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v;hich wood ash, Roman pottery, coins and pins, etc., were un
earthe·d. In the third layer, with the exception of Ol1e coin dated 
B.C. 124, 110 trace of Roman influence was found. Towards the 
bottom of the layer were found some bcal1iiful examples of " S " 
and "c" curved patterns upon pottery, which from the true 
execntioll and the depth (,t which they were fou1I:d, were probably • 
brought over fr0111 Armorica, a ~ountry north of the Loire, which 
produced pc,ttery of almost identical workmanship. Amongst 
some of the earliest finds was a Neolithic pot marked with vertical 
lines and dots, which were p(;rhnps the V'ritiOlg of the people who 
made it. Brooch(s, one in particdar (La Tene 2-3 period), .of 
ccnsiderable in te:rest were also cl.is~overed. 

It is quite clear from the position of the finds, that part of the 
cave was set aside for sleeping-; another, at the back, for stables; 
a third, within the light. for shari)ening tools; a fourth for 
wcaving, and so on. One particular grollP of finds is of special 
interest f0r they indicate that at 0ne period this cave was inhabited 
by a solitary goatherd. 

Other ])oints of interest c('l1ccrning the inhabitants arc shown 
by the fad that ()I! one occasion they appear to have been driven 
to the rear and killed 3S they were f)vertaken by the invader. 
Amongst lHany of the misc'.'llaneous fin(1s of the early British 
]Jcoples may be mentioned cheek pieces of hits made of antler, 
polished :l11d worked honc, implements of Kimmcredge shale, 
st0l1e hammf:rs, gaming stol1es, bill-hooks, gauges, saws, adzes, 
sicklcs, weaving comhs, (111Cf11 stollCS, and a splendid examille of 
wooden showl which had been preserved. All these finds are 
similar to those made at Glastonbury. Thc animal remains arc 
also simil:u. and we are therefore safe in assuming that these 
]Jcoi)le W(fe Brythol1s ancl Occ1lpien the cave prior to the Roman 
iilvasiem. The fact that fragments cf human hones were found 
with tho~(; of :l11imals, al1lollgst the refu5f', may indicate that the 
people h:.t(l c'.lnnibalis! ic tr:nc1eneies. 

These :m~ the peoplc who made hut,; on land and eventually 
tl;rew them on the bog, making a foundation for the Lake 
Vi1lage whid: was ultimat~'ly buiit on top. 

It was probably the homes of thes'2 pc::ople that are indicated 
at various pnrts of Somerset by a series of hut circles, such, for 
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The contents of this paper describe the action of waters from 
their source high in the hills to the swalkt by which they enter 
the underworld, thellce through the rock to the exit cave whence 
they emerge to daylight. 

A typical swallet is Eastwater CnvcrII, by which the water may 
be followed within two miles o[ \Voo).:cy to the exit cave. The 
(iescent is steep al:cl cOlllpan:blc ,,,,illl that of most Menclip caves. 
The first chamber is full of loose boulders through which a passage 
can only be made with considerable difficulty and ,great care. 
The passage ends at a massive r.ock wall from where a canon 
:;80 feet long sinks to a roofed chamber and waterfall. The 
canon is dry since the present wat~rway is overhead. From the 
chamber arc two vertical drops to the roof of ;'! lower chamber, 
the floor b~ing reached hy a precarious climb down a sloping 
overhauging ledge of rock. The stream which ultimately issues 
at V\Tookey Hole flows across this floor, and a series of potholes ' 
lead to the lowe~t point reached ill the cave. This descent is 
typical of all feeder caves. 

The outlet Cave, V\Tookey Hole, is situated in dolomitic eon
glomer:.lte and the valley through which the stream now flows 
t-hows five distinct levels and was :'It one ti,ne in all probability 
a cavern. There are four chambers in all, one of which can only 
·be reached by means of a raft. Beyond this, progress has been 
stopped by the roof meeting water. However, it may be possible 
to reach Eastwater through some of the upper passages which lead 
to slllaller caverns of great beallty. The formations in some of 
these CaV0r11S are as wO:ldcrful as they . arc beautiful. At one 
place crystalline stalagmite is fo·und ill dose proximity to dog
toothed crystals. There ,lppcars to be no teason for the formation 
of stalagmite in O!le way rather than another. 

\Vookey Hole is interesting archceologically. On investigation, 
pre-historical finds to the depth of seven feet were made in the 
floor i)f the entrance chamher. Pottery 2nd bones were found 
lying on the opposite bank, and below the first drop of the river . 
These finds prove the cave to have been the hahitation of man 
from Neolithic to Roman times. In the excavation of the entrance' 
chamber, the top layer cOllsisted of debris, the second of mud in 
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v.hich w0oc1 ash, Roman pottery, coins and pins, etc., were un
eartlwd. Tn the third layer, with the exception of one coin elated 
B.C. 124, no trace of Roman influence was found. Towards the 
bottom of the laycr were found some beautiful examples of " S " 
and " C " curved patterns upon pottery, which from the true 
execntion and the depth at which they were found, were probably 
brought over from Armorica, a ~ountry north of the Loire, · "vhich 
produced pr,ttery of almost identical workmanship. Amongst 
some of the carliest finds was a Neolithic pot marked with vertical 
lines and dots, which were p(;rbnps the v,;ritiag of the people who 
made it. Brooches, one in parti~t:lar (La Tene 2-3 period), . of 
ccnsiderable interest were also (1.is~overed. 

It is quite clear fr0111 the p0sition of the finds, that part of the 
cave was set aside- for sleeping; anQther, at the back, for stables; 
a third, within the light . for shari)ening tools; a fourth for 
weaving, and so on. One particular group of finds is of special 
interest f0r they indicate that at 0ne period this cave was inhabited 
by a solitary goatherd. 

Other points of interest cf,nc(;rning the inhabitants arc shown 
by the fact that <.JI! one occasion they appear to have been driven 
to the rear and killed as they were 0vertaken by the invader. 
Amongst many of the l11!sc'.'llallC'OUS finds of the early British 
I,e-oples may be mentioned cheek pieees of hits made of antler, 
polisheci :l11d worked bone, implements of Kimmeredge shale, 
st.:;ne hamm(~rs, gaming stolles, bill-hooks, ganges, saws, adzes, 
sickles, weaving comhs, qucrn stones, and a splcndid exam}Tle of 
wooden shovel which ha.d becn preserved. All these finds arc 
similar to those made at Glastonbury. The animal remains aTe 
also sil11ihr. and we ~re tht'refore safe in assuming that these 
IJcoi)le were 13rythons and Occ11Pien the cave prior to the Roman 
iilVasicii1. The fact that f:-aglTl(>nts cf human bones were found 
with tho~t: of :l11imals, alllollgst the refuSf', may indicate that the 
people h:.L(1 c'.I11nibalis! ic t~ndenci('s . 

These :\rc the people who made hut" on lanel and eventually 
tl;rew thC'm on the bog, making a foundation for the Lake 
Vi11age whict:. was u1timah'ly buiit on top. 

Tt was probably the homes of these people that are indicated 
at various P~lrtS of Som(:rset by a series of hut circles, such, for 
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. example, as those in \Vorlt;bl1ry Camp. It is of interest to note \ 
that although the Mcndips are covered with the weapons and 
implements of the earlier Neolithic peoples, no signs of their 
habitatiolls have yet been found . . The adjacent cave, known as 
" The Hyena Den," was first worked by Professor Boyd Dawkins, 
who obtained evidence of its Paleolithic inhabitants. Since then 
a full investigation has revealed many finds, of cave lion, rhino
ceros, mammoth, hyena and other contemporary animals. 

Further investigation at Ebor is uncovering remains, probably 

of tht> Solutrean epoch, nnd has yielded amongst other human 

remains the first piece of carved bone yet discovered on the 

Mendips. 

. Report for Year ending March. 1920. 
In prE'senting the First Annual Report the Committee are 

I'leased to say ..hat n most successful year's work has been 
accomplished. The Soei\' ty was fc}rmally inaugurated on March 
I9·th, ]9)9, 'lnd looks forward to the second year with renewed 
vigour ·ancl increased experience. 

In addition to the outdoor work during the summer months 
kctures on subj;:-cts ~pperlaining to spel.:!oJ9gy have been given 
by sever.l1 eminent authorities 3S well as by some of the 
student members of the Society. To these our best thanks. arc 
due for thc interesting and instructive papE'rs which VIle have been 
privileged to hear. 

::\1any minor achifvcll1cnts tended to make the activities of the 
. Society as enjoyable socially ns they were val uable scientifically. 

Foremost amongst these was the Camp which was held for two 
weeks on a site ncar Bnrrington Coombe, permission to camp 
th<;:re bE'ing kindly given by our HOllCrary President, George 
A. vVills, EsC] . 

• '\mong!"t othC'r work. the iniJ:J~ la ~_cavatiOlI which ultimatelv 
Icc! to the disco\'ery of The KC'lt~·l1, was carried out during 
thi s- Camp. Themaliymemorableeventsassoci::t.tt.d with camp 
life haw' bC'clI rec()[de(~ in the first number ('If " The Troglodytes" 
-a l11emC'11to m1.gazine produced under the editorship of Mr.E. 
K. 	Tnlt11l3n. 

Upon the Camp site a hut is 110W erected for usc as a Head 
Quarters and for week-end sleeping accommodation. We are 
indebtcd to Prof. E.Faw('C' tt who gencrol.;s]y pttrchasec1 the hut 
for us, and we ure nnder a turthC'l" obligation to our Honorary 
l'r('sident for allowing \IS to ~rect it in so cOllvenient a l)osition. 
Anange111 E' I!ts are now compll,te for an Easter Camp, when the 
the work, temporarily snspended d.urill!?; the winter months, 
will be con6111ed. 

\Ve arc 2150 pleus-cd to place on re:::ord the formation of a 
Speleological Clllb which aims at promoting the study of 
Spe!coJogy by l)roviding :1 Library for the ese of members, and 
which also :ll3intains a Museum for )1OI1siI1g· the" finds" of the 
Society. The Club is controlled by a sc.paratC' Con~mittee which 
includes the Cl1rator, Mr. H. C. Grigg; the Librarian, Miss 
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