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154 HELD WORK 

men a to be seen in the newly explored parts of the cave is the 
contorted srrata, which are extremely well shewn on account of the 
uneven wearing of the rocks by the s tream . 

A number of visits have been paid to the excavations for the 
new Avonmouth Road, at Sea Mills. Considerable quantities of 
Roman pottery, tiles, etc., have been unearthed here, and a little 
is now in the Society's Museum for comparative purposes. In 
addition, iust where the embankment for the bridge over the River 

. Trym commences on the Soutb side of tha t river, some walling has 
been uncovered , which may prove to be part of a Roman Villa. 
The outline of one room can be traced, as well as a longer piece of 
walling. These lie in the actual bed of the road, and it is hoped 
that somebody will undertak~ excavation work here before it is too 
late. . 
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Note on a Needle Grinder from Priddy Hill. 
B y L. W. G. l\1 ,\LCOLM. 

Tlie needle-grinder de~cribed in the present note was found by Mr. A. 
Selley on the surface near Priddy Hill . Somerset. It is of fine micaceolls 
schist' ano measures 96 cm. long, and about 20 c;m. wide on each side. On 
three surfaces are characteristic grooves made: by grinding bone needles, or 
awls. One of the surfaces is worn clown, and waS probably used as a rubb0r 
(Fig. I, Plate I). 

Need:c-grinders have occas;onally been reported from Pal'Polithic sites, 
especially from Magdalenian times, and they appear to have been rirst used 
when bone and wooo tools came into gene ral use. They aTe found in many 
Neolithic settlements, especially in the neighbourhood of pile-dwellings. They 
seem to have oisappearcd during the .Metal ages, but occur occasionally in 
la te Celtic times. The needle-grinder from Priddy Hill is probably of late 
date , although there is no conclusi ve evidence as to its exact age. 

Fig. 2., Plate 1., represents a Magdalenian sandstone needle-grinder 
from Les Eyzies; and Fig. ~, Plate I . a slate needle-grinder which is used 
by present-day leather workers i·n Bristol. 

*Mr. F. S. Wallis informs me that thi~ rock has been imported, as it does 
not otherwise occur in the South or West of England. 
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