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A Bibliography of the Palaolithic and Pleistocene
Sites of the Mendip, Bath and Bristol Area

First Supplement

By
Desmonp T. DoNOVAN

The present contribution is a continuation of the bibliography compiled
by the writer and published in these Proceedings in 1954. About 45 of the
106 additional items are references, mostly very minor ones, which were
omitted from the 1954 bibliography and have come to my notice since. The
remaining 61 are new and mark a welcome renewal of interest in the
Pleistocene of our area. Among the landmarks are the publication of new
maps of the area by both the Geological Survey (item 221) and the Soil
Survey (items 200, 201). In addition to papers by local workers, many of
them members of our Society, there are a number by experts from elsewhere,
notably the first reports of a timely re-examination of some of our late
Palzolithic sites by Dr. McBurney of Cambridge (items 240, 241). New
sites for excavation, although not as easy to come by as formerly, are happily
still forthcoming, and a full report on Picken’s Hole (item 269) will be eagerly
awaited.

The scope of the bibliography and the area which it covers are the same
as for its predecessor of 1954. The items are numbered consecutively with
those of the 1954 list, and a new site index is included, incorporating the one
previously published and also the new references.

Abbreviations of titles of periodicals are generally according to the World
List of Scientific Periodicals except for the following:

P. Bath F.C.—Proceedings of the Bath Natural History and Antiquarian
Field Club.

P.B.N.S.—Proceedings of the Bristol Naturalists’ Society.

P.S.A4.S.—Proceedings of the Somersetshire Archzological and
Natural History Society.

Q. ¥.G.S.—Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society of London.

Proc.—U.B.S.S.—Proceedings of the University of Bristol Spelaological
Society.

Annotations in parentheses after a reference are by the compiler.

I am grateful to our President for supplying me with details of a number
of papers which were inaccessible to me.
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Errata to 1954 Bibliography. The following corrections should be made:
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191.

192.

103.

104.

195.
196.

197.

. 24, item 5: for 1943 read 1843.

. 24, item 16A: for date of publication, 1929, read 1930 (or later).
. 27, item 60: line 4: for oo read 34.

. 28, item 87: after Aeolian insert Pleistocene.

. 28, item go: for Vol. 20 read Vol. 21.

p- 30, item 125: for 46-62 read 46—53.

p- 32, item 170: for 1885 read 1886.
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(Excavation of bone fissure at Olveston, nr. Almondsbury, Glos., by Dr. H.
Taylor. Bones include Rhinoceros hemitechus; compared with Last Inter-
glacial faunas.)

Gray, H. S1. G., 1904, “Notes on the Skeleton and Flints found in Gough’s
Cave, Cheddar,” Notes & Queries for Somerset & Dorset, Vol. 9, 2—5.

Gray, H. St. G., 1929, “Antiquities other than those of Flint found in Gough’s
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Vol. 2, No. 3. (Refers to discrepancies between the faunal lists published by
various authorities.)

Hunt, J. [W.], 1957, “An Early Description of the Banwell Bone-Caverns,”
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. Leesg, C. E., and VerNoN, W. F., 1961, “Basal Gravel in the Alluvium near

Severn Beach,” P.B.N.S., Vol. 30, Pt. 2, 139—43.

McBurnEY, C. B. M., 1959, “‘Report on the First Season’s Fieldwork on British
Upper Pal@olithic Cave Deposits,” Proc. Prehist. Soc., New Ser., Vol. 25,
260—9. (Stratigraphy at Bridged Pot and other Ebbor shelters.)

McBurnEey, C. B. M., 1961, “T'wo Soundings in the Badger Hole near Wookey
Hole, in 1958, and their Bearing on the Palzolithic Finds of the late H. E.
Balch,” 715t & 72nd Annual Reports Wells N. H. & Arch. Soc., Wells, 19-27.
(Evidence for only one period of human occupation, of Proto-Solutrean
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Moorg, C., 1867, On the Presence of Bubalus Moschatus in the Drift of Wiltshire.
(Mammal drift at Lyncombe and Widcombe, Bath.)

OakLEy, K. P., 1953, “Royaume-Uni” in ‘‘Catalogue des Hommes fossiles,”
C.R. XIX Congr. géol. Int., Sect. 5, Fasc. 5, 195—216. (Human bones of
Palzolithic date from Cheddar and Burrington catalogued.)

OakLey, K. P., 1958, “The Antiquity of the Skulls reputed to be from Flint
Jack’s Cave, Cheddar, Somerset,” Proc. U.B.S.S., Vol. 8, No. 2, 77-82.
(Reasonable to suppose that the skulls described by Wells, 1958, were
found at Flint Jack’s Cave and were of Upper Palzolithic date. Flints of
Creswellian type described and figured. The term ‘“Cheddarian” applied
to the local facies of the Upper Palaolithic as developed at Gough’s Cave,
Cheddar.)

Orrier, C. D., 1958, “Sun Hole Cave, Cheddar. Pleistocene Deposits,”” Proc.
U.B.S.S., Vol. 8, No. 2, r25. (Note on Triassic material in the deposits;
probably derived from fissure fillings north of Cheddar.)

ReyNoLDs, S. H., 1920, “On the Occurrence of Picritic Serpentine at Ebbor,
near Wells, Somerset,” Geol. Mag., Vol. 57, 224—6. (Rock identical with that
quarried at Menheniot, Cornwall, believed to have been carried to Ebbor as
an ice-borne boulder in the “Pliocene’ sea. Alternative explanations, i.e.,
introduction by men, or derivation from a Jocal intrusion, are rejected. See
also Sandford, 1929, and Evens, 1958.)

RICHARDSON, L., 1928, ‘“Wells and Springs of Somerset.”” London: Mem. Geol.
Surv. (Sections through buried gravels at Bath, 196, 201, etc.)

RicuarDsON, L., 1930, “Wells and Springs of Gloucestershire,” Mem. Geol.
Surv. (Borings through buried gravels at Bristol, 229-31.)

RicHARDSON, L., 1957, “Flint Gravel on Bathampton Down, Bath,” Proc.
Cotteswold Nat. Fld. Club, Vol. 32, Pt. 2, 41. (Pocket exposed in r19s2.
Contained abundant flint.)

Sanprorp, K. S., 1929, “The Erratic Rocks and the Age of the Southern Limit
of Glaciation in the Oxford District,” Q. ¥.G.S., Vol. 85, 359-88. (Picrite
frorg )Ebbor discussed on pp. 364, 378. See also Reynolds, 1920, and Evens,
1958.

Savack, R. J. G., 1960, “Appendix 2. The Vertebrate Fauna [of Gough’s Old
Cave, Cheddar, Somerset],” Proc. U.B.S.S., Vol. 9, No. 1, 20-1. (Late
Pleistocene fauna.)

Savace, R. J. G., 1961, “Appendix I. Fauna [of Late-Glacial and Post-Glacial
deposits at Brean Down, Somerset],” Proc. U.B.S.S., Vol. 9, No. 2, 130-2.
(Late Pleistocene fauna from the lower beds.)

Savacg, R. J. G., 1961, “Mr. M. A. C. Hinton, F.R.S.,” Nature, Lond., Vol. 192,
916—17. (Obituary.)

Savagg, R. J. G., and Donovan, D. T., 1962, The British Pleistocene Mammalia.
Table of contents and index. London: Palzontographical Soc. (This com-
pletes the monograph, indexed in this bibliography in 1954 under items 63,
68, 131, 134, 136—139. Bibliographical details are given.)

SorL Survey—see Clayden and Findlay, etc.

Sorras, W. J., 1881, “Excursion to Bristol,” Proc. Geol. Ass., Lond., Vol. 6,
396—402. (P. 401, “The Cheddar cave was first visited [not Cox’s, mentioned
later], and the one next door to it, which has not yet received a name. In this
we found the cave-earth still remaining, and a short search brought to light
numerous imbedded bones.”’)

STEERS, J. A., 1960, The Coast of England & Wales in Pictures. Cambridge
University Press. (Aerial view of Brean Down, pl. 72, showing marine
erosion platforms. See ApSimon, Donovan and Taylor, 1961, p. 69.)
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Stoppart, W. W., 1871, “The Quaternary Deposits of the Bristol Neighbour-
hood,” P.B.N.S., New Ser., Vol. 5, 37-43. (Section at Cumberland Basin,
p. 39. Buried river gravels, Pleistocene bones including Rhinoceros.)

SuTCLIFFE, A. J., 1955, “A Preliminary Report on the Reindeer Remains from
Banwell Bone-Cave-Antler Bases,” ¥. Axbridge Cav. Grp. & Arch. Soc.,
Vol. 2, No. 4, 36—40. (Nearly all shed antlers, mostly of young beasts.
Seasonal migrations in summer inferred.)

SUTCLIFFE, J., 1822. The Geology of the Avon. Bristol. (Buried river gravel, p. 8.)

TuompsoN, W., and Winwoop, H. H., 1906, “Excursion to Bath,” Proc.
Cotteswold Nat. Fld. Club, Vol. 15, Pt. 3, 176-8. (P. 177: Gravel pit, nr.
Oldfield Park, with mammoth tusk and gravel of non-local constituents.
Twerton gravel pit.)

TowNseND, J., 1813, The Character of Moses established for Veracity as an
Historian, recording events from the Creation to the Deluge. Bath: printed by
M. Guye, Market Place, and published by Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme and
Brown, Paternoster-Row, London. (The second impression of this work has
already been indexed as item 158. It was originally published under the
present title.)

TraTtMAN, E. K., 1955, “Second Report on the Excavations at Sun Hole,
Cheddar,” Proc. U.B.S.S., Vol. 7, No. 2, 61—72. (Late Pleistocene industry
and fauna.)

TraTMAN, E. K., 1958, “Flint Jack’s Cave, Cheddar, Somerset,” Proc. U.B.S.S.,
Vol. 8, No. 2, 76.

TratMaN, E. K., 1960, “Gough’s Old Cave, Cheddar, Somerset,”” Proc.
U.B.S.S,, Vol. 9, No. 1, 7—21. (Record of U.B.S.S. excavations. Scanty
late Pleistocene material, disturbed.)

T[ratMaN], E. K., 1962, “Professor Emeritus L. S. Palmer, D.Sc., Ph.D.,”
Proc. U.B.S.S., Vol. 9, No. 3, 157. (Obituary notice.)

TraTMAN, E. K., 1963, “Cave Lion from Goatchurch Cavern, Burrington Combe,
Somerset,”” Proc. U.B.S.S., Vol. 10, No. 1, 16. (New record for the cave.)
TratMaN, E. K., 1963, “Sun Hole Cave, Cheddar, Somerset. Pleistocene
Fauna,” Proc. U.B.S.S., Vol. 10, No. 1, 16, 17. (Revised faunal list including
new records. Single tooth of hyzna found in collection since list published.
Suggested that the uppermost 8 ft. of Pleistocene deposits were laid down

in Late Glacial, from Allered to Younger Dryas.)

TratMAN, E. K., 1963, “The Hydrology of the Burrington Area, Somerset,”
Proc. U.B.S.S., Vol. 10, No. 1, 22-57. (Tentative chronology, pp. 51-5.)
TraTMAN, E. K., 1964, “Picken’s Hole, Crook Peak, Somerset,” Proc. U.B.S.S.,
Vol. 10, No. 2, 112. (Preliminary account with section. Deposits of period

of Last Glaciation, possibly from Wiirm I/II interstadial onwards.)

TyTte, W., 1906, Memorials of Old Somerset. 22, Aveline’s Hole, teste Davies.
Proc. U.B.S.S., Vol. 1, No. 2.

UssHER, W. A. E., 1915, “A Geological Sketch of Brean Down and its Environs,
with special reference to the Marsh Deposits of Somerset,” P.S.A.S.,
Vol. 40, Pt. 2, 17—40.

Varney, W. D., 1921, ‘“The Geological History of the Pewsey Vale,” Proc. Geol.
Ass., Lond., Vol. 32, 189—205. (The Bristol Avon supposed to have begun as
part of a river flowing from S. Wales south-eastwards to Southampton Water.
The plateau gravels around Bath deposited by this river.)

WEeaRE, R. [].], 1953, “Triple-H Cave and Associated Work on Axbridge Hill,”
J. Axbridge Cav. Grp. & Arch. Soc., Vol. 2, No. 2, 13-14. (Very brief
account of dig with rough schematic section. Some indications of two bone-
bearing layers. Fauna included rhinoceros, wolf, hyzna, bear, reindeer and
Arctic fox. A part of a skull of rhinoceros is referred to. INo other account of
this site known. Pleistocene deposits were destroyed.)

WEARE, R. [J.], 1957, “Meadow Street Excavations, Axbridge, Somerset,” ¥.
Axbridge Cav. Grp. & Arch. Soc., Vol. 3, No. 2, 17-18. (Describes very
briefly alleged Pleistocene lake edge with white tufaceous deposits: bones of
Bos, bear, reindeer and horse were found “in the lower silt deposits and
resting on the underlying clay”’.)

WEeLcH, F. B. A., 1956, “Note on Gravels at Kenn, Somerset,”’ Proc. U.B.S.S.,
Vol. 7, No. 3, 137. (Marine gravels, possibly to be correlated with the
Burtle Beds of south Somerset.)
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276. WeLLs, L. H., 1958, “Human Remains from Flint Jack’s Cave, Cheddar,
Somerset,” Proc. U.B.S.S., Vol. 8, No. 2, 83-8. (Two skulls now in the
British Museum (Natural History) described and discussed. For the pro-
venance of the skulls see Oakley, rg58.)

277. WestoN, C. H., 1850, “On the Diluvia and Valleys in the Vicinity of Bath,”
Q.7.G.S., Vol. 6, 449-51. (Flint gravels on hill summits at Bath.)

278. W[nrre], E. L., 1962, “Martin Alister Campbell Hinton,” Proc. Geol. Soc., Lond.,
No. 1602 (9 Nov. 1962), 155-6. (Obituary notice.)

279. Wicks, A. T., 1940, “Remains of the Mammoth at Combe Hay,” Proc. Bath &
District Branch of Som. Arch. & N. H. Soc. for 1939, p. 284. (Tooth found
in gravelly subsoil at Cotte Farm, 2o ft. above the level of the Cam Brook.)

280. WiLLiams, D., 18—, [Letter, printed for private circulation: refers to Hutton
Cavern.] (Referred to in the Parker MSS. at Oxford Museum. I have not
seen it.—D. T. D.)

281. WiLLis, A. J., and JeFrFERies, R. L., 1959, “The Plant Ecology of the Gordano
Valley,” P.B.N.S., Vol. 29, Pt. 5, 469—90. (Quaternary history of the valley,
471-3.)

282. Winwoop, H. H., 1875, “Notes on some Railway Sections near Bath,” P. Bath
F.C., Vol. 3, No. 2, 129-35. (River gravel with mammoth at Moorfield
cutting.)

283. Winwoop, H. H., 1877, “Summary of Proceedings for the year 1876—77,”
P. Bath F.C., Vol. 3, No. 4, 412—29. (Flint gravel on Farley Down, Bath.)

284. WoOoLDRIDGE, S. W., 1961, “The Radstock Plateau—a Note on the Physiography
of the Bristol District,” P.B.N.S., Vol. 30, Pt. 2, 151-62. (Erosion surface
at about 600 ft. above O.D. recognized and correlated with the Plio-Pleistocene
surface in SE. England. Plateau gravels on the hill summits near Bath may
lie on this surface.)

SITE INDEX

The numbers following the names of the sites refer to the items in the Biblio-
graphy. With a few exceptions only sources of original information about each site
are listed, including monographs in which material from the site is described or
identified.

AggoT’s LEIGH (“plateau gravels”), 121
ALMONDSBURY BONE FISSURE, 524, 04, 95, 223
AxBRIDGE, Triple-H Cave, 273
(supposed lake deposits), 274
BanweLL Bone Cave, 3, 22, 23, 39, 48, 63, 65, 93, 95, 109, 131, 137, 139, 140, 141,
148, 182, 197, 231~-235, 258
BaTH (river gravels), Larkhall, 1, 63, 65, 1058, 1084, 139, 175, 178
Locksbrook, 1, 61, 63, 65, 136, 137, 139
Twerton, 52, 1084, 115, 136, 175, 176, 178, 205, 260
Other localities and unlocalized records, 22a, 64, 65, 1084, 115,
137, 158, 1654, 175, 177, 178, 242, 260, 261, 282
(plateau gravels), rosB, 115, 129, 168, 174, 202, 249, 272, 277, 283, 284
(buried gravels), 108a, 214, 247
BragpoN BonNEk FIsSURE, sa
BLEADON BoNe CAVE, 1, 22, 63, 65, 77, 78, 95, 131, 136, 137, 139, 148
(Superficial deposits), 122
BrEAN DOWN, 74, 1044, 122, 130, 189, 204, 217, 252, 256, 271
BRISLINGTON (river gravels), 220 ’
BRisTOL (river gravels), Lawford’s Gate, 220
Ham Green, 52
St. Anne’s Park, 52
Shirehampton and Chapel Pill, 52, ro4c, 121, 187, 194, 222
(buried gravels), 181, 193, 195, 214, 219, 248, 257, 259
(? occurrence), Pen Park, 137
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BURRINGTON, Aveline’s Hole, 2, 22, 32, 33, 42, 45, 46, 47, 60, 79, 80, 81, 82, 84, 91,
92, 95, 98, 104, 111X, 112, 113, 117, 137, 140, 141, 160, 161, 179, 212,
243, 270
Goatchurch Cavern, 13, 22, 28, 60, 69, 95, 137, 140, 14X, 266
Foxes’ Hole, 41, 60, 104B
Rod’s Pot, 209
(Mendip-derived gravels), 199, 201
CHEDDAR, Bone Hole, 21, 63, 105
Chelm’s Combe Shelter, 154, 18, 934, 198
Flint Jack’s Cave, 21, 48, 244, 263, 276
Gough'’s Cave, 32, 37, 38, 48, 49, 50, 51, 82, 95, 100, 1234, 124, 125, 136,
137, 149, 1624, 180, 203, 212, 224, 225, 226, 238, 243
Gough’s Old Cave, 251, 264
Great Oone’s Hole, 21, 48
Soldiers’ Hole, 9a, 164, 95, 125, 192, 212, 236, ?255
Sugarloaf Rock, 21, 125
Sun Hole, 162, 191, 207, 212, 237, 245, 262, 267
(Mendip-derived gravels), 199, 201
CHARTERHOUSE-ON-MENDIP, Rhino Rift, 210
CuurcHILL (Mendip-derived gravels), 199, 201
CLAVERHAM (superficial deposits), 86
CLEVEDON (zolian deposits and breccias), 87, 88, 89, 93, 119, 165, 183. (See also
‘Walton Bone Cave)
(raised beaches), 121, 122
CLIFTON, Avon Gorge, 227, 228
ComBEe Hay (find of mammoth), 279
ComproN Bisuopr, Picken’s Hole, 230, 269
DuLcote HiLL, near Wells (bone fissures), 22, 95
DurpHAM DownN FIssURE, near Bristol, 1, s, 63, 65, 78, 95, 131, 134, 137, 152, 170,

171
EBBor GorGe (Bridged Pot and other shelters), 158, 15C, 164, 20, 93B, 93C, 95, 240
FarrLeiGH Down (see Monkton Farleigh)
FRESHFORD (river gravels), 65, 68, 69, 1084, 138, 139, 175, 178
GORDANO, VALE OF, 281 (and see Weston-in-Gordano)
HampToN Down (plateau gravels) (see Bath)
HiNTON, 65
Hurron CAVE, 1, 14, 34, 35, 48, 63, 65, 78, 95, 131, 136, 137, 140, 141, 144, 148,
159, 169, 171, 280
KELSTON (river gravels), 220, 222
KENN (marine gravels), 221, 222, 275
KeynsHaMm (buried gravels), 214
KinGsDOowN (see Monkton Farleigh)
Litron (Mendip-derived gravels), 199, 201
MiLtoN HiLL, near Wells (bone fissure), 184, 194, 22, 95, 139
MonNKTON FARLEIGH (plateau gravels), 1058, 115, 129, 168, 174
NEwTON ST. LOE (river gravels), 61, 1084, 116
PORTBURY (river gravels), 220, 222
RowBERROW CAVERN, 95, 154, 155, 156, 157
SALTFORD (Stidham Farm gravel pit), 52, 178
Sanprorp HiLL (bone caves or fissures), 1, 48, 63, 65, 95, 104B, 131, 137, 139, 140
SEVERN BEeacH (buried gravels), 239
SHEEPWAY (river gravels) (see Portbury)
UpniLL Caves, 25, 26, 27, 48, 63, 65, 73, 82, 93, 95, 128, 131, 139, 140, 169,
172, 173
WaLtoN BonNe CAVE, 40, 88, 89, 90, 93, 95, 131, 132
WELLS (gravels), 1, 11, 15C. (See also Dulcote, Milton Hill)
WesT HarpTREE (Creswellian implement), 186
(Mendip-derived gravels), 199, 201
WESTON-IN-GORDANO (marine gravels, etc.), 188
WESTON-SUPER-MARE, Birnbeck Cove (raised beach), 73, 108, 153
Milton (bone fissure), 216
(Sections through deposits below alluvium), 229
Nature of occurrence unrecorded, 1
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WHATLEY (bone fissure), 754
WinscomBE, Wolf Den, 22
(Mendip-derived gravels), 199, 201
WOODSPRING (raised beach), 130, 142
Wookey HoLE, Badger Hole, 198, 19¢C, 19D, 20, 190, 241
Hyzna Den, 1, 15, 168, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 63, 66, 70, 82, 95, 131,
136, 137, 139, 208
YaTTON (superficial deposits), 86



