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Bob's expertise in the identification of bon es , along with his kind
ness and good humour are sadly missed and we send our sympathy to 
his family, Anne, Jayne and Mark. 

C. J . H. 

Mrs. MAISIE O'CALLAGHAN 

Older members will be particularly sorry to hear of the death of 
Mrs. O'Callaghan of Ballynalacken Castle last April. She was hostess to 
our caving parties throughout the fifties and early sixties . And we 
loved her. 

Joan Pitts, who has known her longer than most of us writes as 
follows: 

'And did ye come through Kilfenora?' she would ask, bubbling with 
enthusiasm for her visitors. Potholers, botanists and mothmen a ll came 
to Ballynalacken , as did the UBSS 35 years ago, to camp on the la wn and 
were treated so kindly_ Maisie rarely went away, except to Lourdes. 

We shall miss her, and the nicest thing I can say about her is, that 
she was one of the nicest people I have known . 

J. I. P. 

SECRETARIES' REPORT,1982 

SESSIONAL MEETINGS 
There has been one sessional meeting this year, when Pete Smart 

explained what caves are and whe re they can be found . At the Annual 
General Mee ting Tim Lyons described his caving adventures in Papua 
New Guinea . 

CAVING 
Mendip: Many mid-week trips have taken place to supplement 

those at weekends_ An interest in the Bath stone mines has sprung up in 
one quarter. Digging in G.B. Cave has died down again since the 
summer. due to the wet weather. The ladder dig passage is now fre
quently sumped. 

Derbyshire: One club trip and numerous small student parties have 
been to this area over the past year. 

Yorkshire: The Easter camp at Clapham was a great success and 
much was learnt about S.R.T . Encouragingly, students have been taking 
themselves to the region and tackling some good S.R.T. trips. 

Co. Clare: Trips at Easter and in July were both fortunate in having 
very fine weather and low water. Extension s were made both above and 
below water. Surveying and radiolocation work continues, as usual, and 
surface work continued in the Balliny Depression. 

Austria: The Cambridge University Caving Club had a very success
ful expedition and this Society was represented by lots of tackl e . 

Bahamas: Tony Boycott was one of a large Cave Diving Group party 
exploring the Blue Holes and film making . 

Hawaii: Phil Chapman and Mick McHale made biospelaeological 
studies in the lava tubes over Christmas . 

B.C.R.A_ CONFERENCE 

This Society hosted this conference in Septembe r, 1982 in the 
Students' Union . It went very smoothly. Oliver Lloyd and Charlie Self 
read a paper on the Balliny Depress ion . Charlie was presented with the 
Tratman Award for 'Caves of Co. Clare' : an outstanding publication . 
E.K .T. would have approved. 

IN STORE 

The Museum , Photography, Library a nd Equipment are all now 
safely in temporary storage in the University, s ince the fire in the 
Geography Department flooded us out in February 1982. New pre mises 
are being sought. 

The late Dr. H . Taylor left the Society artefacts alid ph otographic 
material for our collections. 

HUT 
A new water system has been installed at the Burrington Field H.Q. 

The new 'Ivy Bower' is over Sm deep. 
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Finally we would like to thank the University of Bristol for grants 
towards the cost of publishing Proceedings and the Students' Union for 
grants to the general running of the Society, travelling allowances and 
equipment for caving and archaeology. The University has besides this 
given us substantial grants for expeditions out of the Tratman Fund. 

We would like to thank the staff and officers of the University, who 
have been very helpful in our accommodation crisis. 

S. A. F. McArdle and A. N. Patrick 
March. 1983 
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PERIGLACIAL SLOPE DEPOSITS AND FROST 

STRUCTURES ALONG THE SOUTHERN MARGINS OF 


THE SEVERN ESTUARY 


by 

D. D. GILBERTSON and A. B. HAWKINS 

ABSTRACT 

Four temporary exposures at Clapton Nurseries. Wynhol Valley. Clevedon Court and 
T1ckenham Waterworks and the M5 Avonmouth Bridge are described. Several types of 
periliaclal phenomena were noted. including frost shattered and soliflucted limestone 
breccias. soliflucted Mercia Mudstone. ice wedge casts. involutions. widened rock joints 
and aeolian coversand deposits. The stratigraphic significance of the sequences is dis
cussed and it is concluded that there is evidence mainly from the Devensian and possibly 
from the Wolstonian stages of the Pleistocene. 

INTRODUCTION 

The periglacial slope deposits developed on the Carboniferous 
Limestone and Mercia Mudstone (formerly called Keuper Marl) of the 
Bristol District exhibit a very marked stratification, unlike many of the 
other periglacial slope deposits in the West Country. The best known 
stratified periglacial sequences in the Bristol region are at Sand Cliff, 
Brean Down (Apsimon, Donovan , and Taylor, 1961) , and at Holly Lane, 
Clevedon (Gilbertson and Hawkins. 1974). Fig. 46. Here frost shattered 
angular breccias dominated by Carboniferous Limestone alternate with 
layers ofred-brown silty sands. 

The Devensian cold stage is well represented by stratified deposits 
in the cave sequence at Wookey Hole. described by Tratman. Donovan 
and Campbell (1971). Evidence of other periglacial processes. such as 
extensive slope wash activity or of ice wedge growth. are not recorded in 
the cave sequences. Consequently in the absence of suitable biogenic 
deposits of appropriate age, one of the best opportunities for refining 
our current very inadequate knowledge of the periglacial history of the 
Bristol area must lie in developing an understanding of the many other 
stratified periglacial slope deposits which are now known to exist on 
slopes adjacent to the Carboniferous Limestone. 

These deposits have been studied since the nineteenth century 
when Day (1866) and Prestwich (1892) described the angular rubble 
drifts or limestone breccias which mantle the hil\slopes. Further 
accounts were given by Palmer (1931. 1934). Vink (1949), Kellaway and 
Welch (1948). Findlay (1965), Hawkins and Kellaway (1971) and Gilbert
son and Hawkins (1974) . 


