
231 230 REVIEWS 

for the Lower Palaeolithic or for the important Late r Upper Palaeolithic . 
Some finds are shown for the later pre historic cultures , hardl y any for 
the Roman and later pe riods . Too many of the illus trations of find s lack a 
scale . 

While it is possible to find inconsiste ncies and gaps, the book is a 
good five quid 's worth and is s ure ly an essential possession for anyone 
at all interested in our loca l a rchaeology . Le t us hope. however, that we 
do not have to wait another 50 yea rs for the next comprehensive review. 

D. T . Donovan 

THE MAMMAL FAUNA OF THE EARLY MIDDLE PLEISTOCENE 

CAVERN INFILL SITE OF WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP, SOMERSET, 


by M . J . BISHOP 

Special Paper in Palaeontology No . 28 ; Palaeo. Assoc . 1982, 108 pp. , 


47 text -figs . , 6 pis .. 50 tables . 


In 1969 some st ude nts visiting the Wes tbury-sub-M endip quarry 
found ma mmal bones in a fi ss ure; at first they looked lik e those of cave 
bear and woolly rhino-la te Pl e istocene mammals so common in Mendip 
ewes and rock shelters . However. within a few weeks Prof. Tratman 
produced the canine tooth of a sa bretooth tige r; this was onl y the fourth 
such tooth to have been found in Britain. the others being from Kent's 
cavern in D~von , Dove Hole and Creswell Crags in Derbys hire . It soon 
after beca me clea r that the bear was not a cave bea r nor the rhino a 
woolly rhino. We had here an e xciting and very rich fauna quite different 
from anything e lse in Somerset. During the early 1970 's the Spelaeos 
und er Tratman 's direction made extensive co llections at th e site, but the 
quarry owners we re less than helpful; they blasted the face containing 
the fissure and s ucceeded in destroying much of the fauna. A rescue 
operation was mounted and Mike Bishop began research on the collec­
tions then at Bristol Universit y. In the course of time the British 
Museum (Natural History) succeeded in getting permission to excavate 
and have during the late 1970's made furth e r collections. 

The current monograph is the product of Mike Bish op 's work over 
almost a decade a nd represents the most important contribution to the 
British Pleistoce ne ma mmal fauna for several decades . Bishop record s 
the preservation of 48 species; he gives a description of each and supple­
ments this with commentaries on the ir distribution in time and space. In 
the fissures there a re three faunas , recognise d on both lithological a nd 
ecological crite ria. The first fauna is a de rived woodland fauna recovered 
from the basal wate rl a id sands and gravels; the assemblage may be 
mixed and is certainly very small. The taxa include th e stratigraphically 
important Early Ple istocene vole Mimomys, lynx. hyaenid , beaver, 
small deer. primitive rhino and small bovid . 

The main fauna which Bishop inte rpre ts as a carnivore lair is 
dominated by the presence of very large numbers of Deninger's bear 
(over 2,000 specimens representing not less th an 65 individuals); this 
species is a probable a nces tor of the cave bea r. Along with the bear are 
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remains of ba ts , sa bretooth tiger, panth e r , wolf, horse. deer , biso n and 
voles. The third fauna is an accumulatio n of rode nt re mains. ori g in at in g 
from the reg urgi tated fo od pellets of a preda tory bird, probabl y a n owl. 
This fauna is dominated by the remain s of voles, with a few shrews and 
mole s. Each faun a is considered to have lived in a te mperate pe ri od of 
the Pleistocen e Ice Age . The best correlations appear to be with the 
Cromerian Inte rg lacial of the Middle Pl e istoce ne . a stage known from 
faunas on th e Norfolk coast (Westbury Faun a I) and with a tempe rate 
stage betwee n th e Cromerian and the Hoxni a n (Wes tbury Fauna 2 & 3). 

The Wes tbury si te has yielded th e rich es t ca rnivore and rodent 
assemblage of an y Pl e ist oce ne site in Britain , and th e list includ es e ight 
species new to Brita in . Th e sediments of th e Wes tbury Faun a 2 have 
flints which ma y have bee n worked by man ; if so th ey represe nt th e 
earliest ev ide nce of ma n in the British Is les. This monograph is a major 
contribution to th e hi s tory of British Pl e istoce ne ma mmal faunas and the 
Society may fee l proud to be associated with the work. 

R. J. G. Savage 

PLEISTOC ENE VERTEBRATES IN THE BRITISH ISLES, 

by A. J. STUART 


Longman. 1982.2 12 pages. £16 .50. 


Th e scie ntific s tud y of Pl e istoce ne ve rte bra tes dates back to th e firs t 
half of th e last ce ntury. Sin ce the n hundreds of sites have bee n excava ted 
and millions of fossil tee th a nd bones recovered . An up -to-date revi ew of 
th e curre nt state of knowledge was greatl y needed, s ince the numerous 
changes in zoological nome nclature and th e publicat ion of results from 
many poo rl y e xcava ted deposits, has made th e vast lite rature virtuall y 
incomprehen s ibl e to all but the specialist. Anthony Stuart's book 
provides a tim e ly, concise and well written s ummary of the stratified . 
British Pl eis tocene vertebrates . for he ignores mos t of th e materi al from 
unstrat ifi ed depos it s. 

After a brie f introduc tion , the second chap ter on th e Ple is toce ne of 

th e British Is les clearly describes th e British Qu a ternary seq ue nce and 

provid es a framework wit hin which the vertebrate rema in s ca n be inte r . 

prete d . It should also a ll ow readers with only a rudim e nta ry knowl edge 

of th e Quaternary to make use of this book . 


Chapters on Taxonomy and Identifi ca tion. Taph onomy and Palaeo. 
cology describ e th e me th ods an d probl ems of ide ntifyin g and inter. 
pretin g Pl eistoce ne vertebrate asse mblages. Th e discussion of the new 
but import a nt s ubject of Taphonomy is parti cul a rl y illuminating since 
littl e useful palaeoenvironmental or eco log ical informati on can be 
g leaned from any fossiliferous depos it unless the bias introduce d by th e 
process of fossilization is unde rs tood. It is , however , unfortun ate that no 
re fere nce is made to th e ca reful taphono mic wo rk of Korth (19 79) on 
mi crove rt e brate assembl ages, or to th e life long wo rk of Bra in (e.g. 
1981) on cave assemblages. Stu art 's ideas on pa laeoeco logy are well 
considered. avo iding th e naive view that climate direc tl y limits th e 
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distribution of organisms, but rath e r emph as ising that it acts indirectl y 
by confe rring a s tro ng competiti ve disadvan tage in the· face of be tter 
adap ted animals. This truism has unfortunately been ign ored by many 
Quaternary re searche rs. 

Chapters 6,7,8 and 9 deal fairly comprehensively with th e Pleisto­
ce ne history of the British vertebrate fauna in th e space of 70 pages . 
Unfortunately they are interpreted with strict adhere nce to the Quater­
nary framework as proposed by the Geologica l Socie ty, with no space 
being devoted to th e continuin g deb ate about th e possibility of more 
than onc Post Hox ni a n inte rg lac ia l e.g. Sutcliffe (1975. 1976), Mayhew 
( 1976), Turner (1981 A & B), Stringer and Currant (1981), a nd Shotton 
(1983). The fact that Stuart wrote this book in 1980 precludes any refer­
ence to Yalden 's ( 1982) recent summary of th e Fl a ndrian faunal history . 

The last two chapters on Man and Evolution are not up to the high 
s ta ndards of the rest of th e book, but this is e ntire ly due to the impossi­
bility of dealing adequately with these vast subjects in e ightee n pages. 
Reade rs intereste d in Palaeolithic man would be advised to look at Roe 
( 198 1) or Wym e r (1983). and those interested in th e evolutionary 
dc batcs on Punctuated Equilibrium . Neoton y a nd All o me try should 
rcfcr to th e 'Nork of Gould (e.g . 1974. 1977) . 

The publish e rs Longman dese rve congratulations for producing a 
we ll edi te d and reasonabl y priced book, conside ring it co ntains 163 
illustra tions . man y of them good quality black and whit e photographs. 

In conclusion , this well written a nd informati ve book can be highly 
recommended to a nyo ne with an interest in Pleistocene vertebrates. It 
will undoubted ly become a standard tex t for m any yea rs to co me . 
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THE CAVE HUNTE RS 

Biog raphical s ke tch es of the lives of Sir William Boyd Dawkin s 


(1837-1929) and Dr. J. Wilfre d Jackson (1880-1978) 

Edited by M . J . BISHOP. Published by th e Derbyshire Museu m Service. 


M arc h 1982 , 48 pages , £1.50. 


This publication was produced to acco mp a ny an ex hibit ion that has 
bee n running for the last year and a ha lf at the Buxto n Muse um, Derby­
s h ire but it s ta nd s o n its own as a ve ry useful work for a nyo ne interested 
in the history of Cave Archaeology. Buxton Muse um (w hose curator is 
presen tl y M. J. Bi s hop ) was chosen by Boyd Dawkins as the repos itory 
of his libra ry a nd papers . These were g iven o n his dea th in 1929 , a nd 
when Wilfred Jackson died in 1978 a t th e age of 98 hi s papers were 
added to the collection which make it, almost certa inl y , the most impor­
tant ca ve archaeology co ll ec tio n in the co untry. 

Bi shop by republishing the biographi cal sketch of Boyd Dawk in s 
(w ith a few s ma ll ad ditions) that Wilfred Jackson wro te fo r Th e Journal 
of Cave Scie nce in 1966 an d adding to it hi s ow n short biograph y of 
Wilfred J ackso n. that he has produced from Jackson 's no tes and papers 
and with the he lp of Jackson 's daughte r , has produced a very int cres tin g 
book which gives a good insight into two very different characters who 
both shared th e same interest spanning the per iod from 1859 when Boyd 
Dawk ins started work o n Hyae na Den (Wookey Ho le) whilst st ill an 
unde rgraduate at Oxford, to Jackson's death in 1978. (Tratm a n last 
wro te to Jackson in 1976 regarding Rhin oce ros hole) . 

The two bibliographies appended are of g reat use but re present 
o nl y a glimpse of th e archive that the re is at Bu xton , and it is hoped th at 
more publica t ions will fo llow of the manuscri pt m ate ri al at th e mu se um 
and a cata log ue of the co ll ec tion much of which is of great interest to the 
caving world. 

C. J. Hawkes 
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distribution of organisms, but rather emphasising that it acts indirectly 
by conferring a strong competitive disadvantage in the' face of better 
adapted animals . This truism has unfortunately been ignored by many 
Quate rnary researchers. 

Chapters 6,7.8 and 9 deal fairly comprehensively with the Pleisto­
cene history of the British veliebrate fauna in the space of 70 pages. 
Unfortunately they are interpreted with strict adherence to the Quater­
nary framework as proposed by the Geological Society . with no space 
being devoted to the continuing debate about the possibility of more 
Ihan one Post Hoxnian interglacial e.g . Sutcliffe (1975. 1976) , Mayhew 
(1976). Turner (1981 A & B), Stringer and Currant ( 1981), and Shotton 
(1983) . The fact that Stuart wrote this book in 1980 precludes any refer­
ence to Yalden's (1982) recent summary of the Flandrian faunal history. 

The last two chapters on Man and Evolution are not up to the high 
standards of the rest of the book. but this is entirely due to the impossi­
bility of de aling adequately with these vast subjects in eighteen pages. 
Readers interested in Palaeolithic man would be advised to look at Roe 
(\ 98 J) or Wymer (1983), and those interested in the evolutionary 
debates on Punctuated Equilibrium. Neotony and Allometry should 
refer to th e work of Gould (e.g. 1974. 1977). 

The publishers Longman deserve congratulations for producing a 
well edited and reasonably price d book . considering it contains 163 
illustrations, many of them good quality black and white photographs. 

In conclusion . this well written and informative book can be highly 
recommended to anyone with an interest in Pleistocene vertebrates. It 
will undoubtedly become a standard text for many years to come. 
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THE CAVE HUNTERS 

Biographical sketches of the lives of Sir William Boyd Dawkins 


(\ 837-1929) and Dr. J. Wilfred Jackson (\ 880-1978) 

Edired by M. J. BISHOP. Published by the Derbyshire Museum Service, 


March 1982 , 48 pages. £1.50. 


This publication was produced to accompany an exhibition that has 
bee n running for the last year and a half at th e Buxton Museum, Derby­
shire but it stands on its own as a very useful work for anyone intereste d 
in the history of Cave Archaeology. Buxton Museum (whose curator is 
presently M. J. Bishop) was chosen by Boyd Dawkins as the repos itory 
of his library and papers . These were given on his death in 1929, and 
when Wilfred Jackson died in 1978 at the age of 98 his papers were 
added to the collection which make it. almost certainly, the most impor­
tant cave archaeology collection in the country. 

Bishop by republishing the biographical sketch of Boyd Dawkins 
(with a fe w small additions) that Wilfred Jackson wrote for The Journal 
of Cave Science in 1966 and adding to it his own short biography of 
Wilfred Jackson. that he has produced from Jackson 's notes and papers 
and with the he lp of Jackson's daughter , has produ ced a very interes ting 
book which gives a good insight into two very diffe re nt characters who 
both shared the same interest spanning the period from 1859 when Boyd 
Dawkins started work on Hyaena Den (Wookey Hole) whilst still an 
undergrad uate at Oxford, to Jackson's dea th in 1978. (Tratman last 
wrote to Jackson in 1976 regarding Rhinoceros hole). 

The two bibliographies appended are of great use but re prese nt 
only a glimpse of the archive that there is at Buxton , and it is hoped that 
more publications will follow of the man uscript material at th e muse um 
and a catalogue of th e collection much of which is of great interest to the 
caving world. 

C. J. Hawkes 


