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distribution of organisms , but rath er emphasising that it acts indirectly 
by conferring a strong competitive disadvantage in the' face of bette r 
adapted animals. This truism has unfortunately bee n ignored by man y 
Quatcrnary re searche rs. 

Chapters 6, 7,8 and 9 deal fairl y comprehensively with the Pleis to ­
cenc hi s tory of the British verte brate fauna in the space of 70 pages . 
Unfortunately th ey a re interpreted with strict adherence to the Quater­
nary framework as proposed by the Geological Society, with no space 
be in g devot ed to th e continuing debate abo ut the possibility of more 
th a n onc Post Hox nian inte rglacial e.g . Sutcliffe (1975, 1976) , Mayhew 
(1976). Turne r (1981 A & B) , Stringer and Currant (1981), and Sholton 
(1983). The fact that Stu art wrote this book in 1980 precludes an y refer­
e nce to Yalden' s (1982) recent summary of th e Flandrian fa un al history. 

The last two chapters on Man and Evolution are not up to the high 
standards of the rest of the book, but thi s is e ntire ly due to the impossi­
bility of dealing adequately with these vast subjects in eighteen pages. 
Re ade rs int creste d in Palaeolithic man would be advised to look at Roe 
(1981) or Wymer (1983)' and those in terested in th e evol utionary 
debates o n Punctuated Equilibrium, Neoto ny and Allometry should 
rc fcr to th e work of Gould (e.g. 1974. 1977). 

The publishers Longman deserve congratulations for producing a 
we ll edited and reaso nabl y priced book, considering it contains 163 
illustrations, man y of them good quality black and white photographs. 

In conclusion , this we ll written and informative book can be highl y 
reco mme nded to anyone with an interest in Pleistocene vertebrates . It 
will undoubtedly become a standard tex t for many years to come. 
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This publication was produced to accompan y an exhibitio n th a t has 
bce n running for the las t year a nd a half at th e Buxton Museum , Dcrby ­
sh ire but it stands o n it s own as a ve ry use ful wo rk for anyone interested 
in the history of Cave Archaeo logy. Buxton Museum (whose c urator is 
prese ntl y M. J . Bishop) was chose n by Boy d Dawkin s as the repos itory 
of his library and papers. These we re given on his death in 1929, and 
wh e n Wilfred Jackson died in 1978 at th e age of 98 his pape rs were 
added to the collection which make it, almost ce rt ainly , th e most impor­
tant cave archaeology co ll ection in the co untry. 

Bi shop by republishing the biographical sketch of Boyd Dawki ns 
(with a fe w s m all additions) that Wilfre d Jack son wrote for Th e J o urnal 
of Cave Scie nce in 1966 and adding to it his ow n short biography o f 
Wilfred Jackson, that he has produced from Jacks on's notes and pape rs 
and with the he lp of Jackson ' s daughter, has produ ce d a very interes tin g 
book which gives a good insight into two ve ry different cha racters who 
both shared th e same interest spanning the period from 1859 when Boyd 
Dawk ins started work on Hyaena Den (Wookey Hol e ) whilst still an 
undergraduate at Oxford, to Jackson's death in 1978. (Tratman last 
wro te to Jackson in 1976 regarding Rhinoceros hole). 

The two bibliograph ies appended are of great use but re present 
onl y a glimpse of the arch ive that the re is at Bu xton , and it is hoped that 
more publi ca tions will follow of the man uscript mate rial at the muse um 
and a catalogue of th e co llection much of which is of great inte res t to the 
caving world. 

C. J. Hawke s 


