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PROFESSOR R F. E. W. PEEL (1912-1985) 

The death occurred in Cambridge on 21 September 1985 of the 
Society's Fourth President, Emeritus Professor Peel. 

Ronald Peel was born in 1912 and studied Geography and Anthrop-
ology at Cambridge, becoming a lecturer in Geography at Newcastle-
upon-Tyne in 1935. Three years later he joined R A. Bagnold (later to 
become Brigadier Bagnold, founder of the Long Range Desert Group in the 
Sahara and author of the standard work on movement in sand) as a surveyor 
on the first motorized expedition into the Sahara. They travelled west 
from Cairo to the Gilf Kebir on the Libyan frontier. This expedition 
fired Peel's enthusiasm for arid zone geomorphology, a subject on which he 
was to become a world authority. In subsequent years he journeyed to 
virtually all the world's deserts and wrote extensively about them. 

After military service during the Second World War, Ron Peel was 
successively Lecturer in Cambridge, Professor in Sheffield and then in 
1957 came to Bristol as Professor of Physical Geography. He retired in 
1977. 

Until 1982 the Society was housed in the basement of the Geography 
Department and Ron Peel took a fatherly interest in our activities. He was a 
close friend and great admirer of Tratman, so it was no surprise when he 
accepted the Presidency of the Society in March 1972 when Trat stepped 
down. Prof. Peel held the office for five years until March 1977. He was 
diligent in looking after our interest in the University; his friendly voice in 
high places smoothed out many a difficulty. 
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