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investigate Quaternary variations in temperature and precipitation. 
The summer of 1989 saw an ambitious 9 man field season principally on the 

island of Grand Bahama, undertaking geochemical, hydrological and 
hydrogeological work , as well as extending the collection of speleothem from 
the Blue Holes. David Richards is involved in dating of this speleothem using 
alpha- and mass-spectrometric Uranium Series techniques in order to construct 
a Quaternary sea-level curve . Fiona Whitaker continues research into hyd rological 
and geochemical aspects of carbonate diagenesis , with support from Shell and 
Amoco. Dr P. L. Smart, while being actively involved in many of these research 
projects , has also expanded his research interests to the field of paleokarst , as 
well as continuing work on the geomorphological evolution of karst surfaces in 
China and the Bahamas. 

Charlie Self continues his work on the Gull caves of the Claverton Gorge , 
near Bath, and presented this work at the 41h International Pseudokarst 
Symposium in Czechoslovakia. In collaboration with Russian scientists he has 
also been investigating cave mineralogy in the caves of Capp-Coutunn . 
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OBITUARY 

JOSEPH STUART OATES (1966-1991) 

Joe Oates died tragically on 27lh May 1991 in a road accident while climbing 
in Pembrokeshire. Born on Illh March 1966, he was already an active climber 
before coming to the University in 1985 to study engineering. Joe joined the Society 
immediately and rapidly became a devotee of caving. He served on the committee, 
and remained an active sporting caver and expedition member until his death , 
tak ing part in Society expeditions to Turkey, the Jura, Austria and the Picos de 
Europa , as well as several visits to County Clare. His exuberant personality arrd 
irrepressible sense of humour will be sadly missed by all who knew him . 

Fiona Whittaker 


