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First Report on Kings Weston Hill, Bristol.
By E. K. Tratuax, BD.S,

Kings Weston Hill forms part of that ridge of high ground to
the north of Bristol, and lies between that city and its snburb of
Avonmouoth. It & continued westwards to form Pen Pole Paint,
a shott distance from the right bank of the Aven.

Dunng 1923 2 series of investigations has revealed 3 number
of features of archeclogical interest, which had remainsd unpoticed
by formar observers, and it is with these featares that this report
will deal, and not with the camp on the hill, which has been briefly
described from time to time.

The hill may be divided for convenience into two portions, east
and west ;| of these the castern portion is the greater, and runs roughly
from N.E. by E. to 5 W. by W_, and is rather over half 2 mile in length
The western poction runs from N.E. w SW., and is abowt one thind
of a mile long. The division of the two portions is marked naturglly
by a shght col (Fig. 19
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All the features which are deslt within this pages. with one
exeeption, sfe to be found in the eastern portion of the hill. Here
one of the mont conspicuous features is a low mound and ditch en-
cloging & roughly egg shaped:portion of ihe crown of the hill, with
the browder portion ot the eastern end.

The ditzh can be quite resdily traced for the greater part of its
length, but it is missing for a short stretch at the east end. [For the
purpose of description it will be convenient to take as a starting point
the gate on the footpath through the weod an the north of the hill,
where the path emerges on 10 the open down immediately north of
the W In Wiston (Fig. 18) A few vards east of this gate the ditch
can be eaxily picked up, and followed in the same direction for 220
vards, the mound on the inner side being marked by the hedge dividing
Evergreen Wood lrom the open down ol the crest of the hill Ay
the end of this siretch the ditch makes almost a rght angled tum to
the sguth; pierces the hedge and rans acioss the crown of the hall.
At the point where it plerces the hedge the mound and ditch are most
prominent, the mound bemg here about two feet high, and the ditch
about 3 feet wile by | foot deep. Thn ditch runs somewhat
obliqgusly across dhe crown of the hil, [apparently m  order
o avaid & tumalua,') where it has boen obliterated for a shart stretch
m the cenire; on the sulth side close (0 the hedpe it tams
west through more than & right angie and follows the line shewn on
the nap

What this ditch and mound represent is at the bme of wiiting
quite unknown, though il has been suggested that they represent the
boundary ditch of a Celtic, {1 use the term advisadly,) lynchet system
this suggestion o supported by the close proximity of a fair-sized
canyp, which, like so many camps of & similir natore, was probably
built during the Early Iron Age. Al all events this eanbwork, as
it may be termed, seéms to hawe been made ot a time when tumuli
were still regerded with reverence, s that the course of the
work deviated sufficiently 1o avoid disturbing a tumualus

Umn the open down of the hill crest is a sertes of five turmuli, which
will next be described in order from West to East, the number of each
representing the order of discovery
TusmuLys No. 3

This is the only one in the western portion of the hill, and it lies
on the northern side, 55 yards to the west of the Old Windmill {Fig.
19), It is & round tumiilus of the bowl type, though thete ks no rim,
and only a very slight trace of & surrounding ditch remaining on the

1 Seo Tumslns Mo, 3, below -
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southern portion of its crcumlerence.  Lying, as it does, whers the
slope of the side of the hill commences, it Is quile a promment mound.
with & north and south diameter of 37 feet.  Its maximum height,
allowing for the slope of the hill, is about two leet, while the top of
the mound is flad with a slight hollow just south of the centre, which
possibly indicates previous disturbance

Towutus No 2

This is the largest of the present series, its position in relation
to the mound and ditch described above being shewn on the map
{Fig. 19). lts position is immediately north of the P in F.P., above
the N of Weston. The tumulus is of the bowl type without rim,
with a fiat top,  The north and sonth diameter is 50 fest, while the
hight i abowt 24 Teat

TosuLusg Mix, 5

Just over forty feet from tumulus pumiber 2, in an easterly
direction, is a small round mound partly covered by the hedge on the
northern side of the Kill 1t s 4 smiple mound 18 inches high, with
a diameter of |9 feet | here again thers is no surrounding ditch.

Tomuces No, |,

This les & ahort distance to the easi of number 5, and in the
centre of the open down which forms the crest of the bill, This tumulus
was dug in July 1923, and proved to e a barrow. It is a small round
one, without ditch or outer mound, having a diameter of 36 feet,
wnd a flat lop

A large area in the cenire of mound was dug, and all the carth
sorted carefully. A section of the excavation gave the following
stratification,

Turl, 4 inches

Earth and magular fragments of limestone 15 inches. Below
this second layer lay the onginal weathered surface of the limestone
of the hill with all the cracks Blled wilh & fine sarth

The finds desoribed below came from the sarth and stone laves,
thwagh a few picoms of bone were found adhering Lo the lower sarface
of the turl

ARTIFACTS. GLASS
A single bine thin bead 12 mm. long, with an internal diameter
of 1.5 mm This has been placed as Roman *

1 Kinaily ideabifed by B A Smilh, Esq., Deithah W
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Baosze

Two timy thin flakes of this material were found, which may
have formed part of some-blade like implement

In addition a bronze article (Fig. 20, Nos. 8 & 9) was found, and
this has been identified and described by Mr. R A. Smith of the
British Museum. It is a portion of a late Saxen bronae of the Tth or
possibly Sth century | the design represents the hind quarters of an
animal syuashed Aat with the limbs splayed out.  [ts use is uncertain
A ‘somewhat similar articke comes from an Anglo-Saxon cremation
burial of the Tth cemtery in Anthall Barrow, Oxfordshire' [t
nearest parallel s 1o be seen in Salin’s ~ Die Altermanische Theror-
pamentick,” Fig 652, from which Mo, 10 @ bormowed.  The date
given in this case 5 about 600 AD
Stomk (Fig. M)

BAT  Rbainhesara Silb, '
.l'!' g

Scace

FiGQ. ao.

3 The Amlignarids fonenad, ¥ol, TV, Mo, 2, o 1 13
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A number of flint implements were recovererl, all shewing a
degroe of patination fram llﬁiﬂwlﬂq:mtﬁnginllhluduu
one all over.

I. "This is m roughly ronnd fiat scraper, having the more circalar
portion of ihe elge relovched all reund, and having a well-marked
bulb of pertasslon on the back. It has a grey to white patina all
v

& This is very similar to No. I, but the degree of patination
on one of the Aat surfaces is rather lexs. [t is slightly smaller than
Mo, |, and like it, has secondary chipping on the more circular portion
ol the edge, In addition the thicker and stralghier rdge also bears
samie secondary chipping.

d. This mguin I8 a scraper, benring part of the crust of the ori-
ginal nodule, There is secondary chipping on the more pounded
border. . The other long side has been made by means of a single
lake, and has a maximum thickaesd of 12 mm. The patination is
similar to that of No. 2,

4, This scraper 8 trapezodd in shape with steep sides, and a
roughly trlangular hase. The implement bears part of the erust
ol the ariginal nodule. The patination is less in degree than in any
of the preceeding spevimens. The ‘result is a mottled gray.

5, This {s & portion of another scraper besring secondary chip-
ping all round ies unbroken edge. Part of the crust of the nodule
remasing on the apper surface, while the patination ranges from grey
to dense whits. -

6. This i the greater portion of & rough scraper, with hardly
any secondary chipping. The patination is slight, and in parts has

commenced.

7. A small implesent probably used as a scraper. There is
only a small amount of secondary chipping on the implement, the
patination being alwo relatively dight.

In addition to fthe above fint implements 2 aomber of chips
and portions of other implements, including a polished one, of the
wame material were found

The other stone artifacts comsist of four stones, the only non-
angular stones found during the excavations

The firit is & hamuner stone of red chert' [t is a flat smooth
pebble with a roughly circalar cutline. a portion of which is missing,
its place being taken by a smooth Ral surface representing the chord
jaming the cut ends of the circle. Thi sectional surface, es weall
as the apper and lower surfaces, shews marks u-d: b],ru:.mg the

& I\lnﬂr Mﬂ-ﬂlllbrl’rﬂ.ﬁ. H-m
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stone ad & hammer. The stone has o diameter of 30 s, and
2] cms. thick on the sectional surlsce

- The second is & bone stone of old red standswone ® 1t s & rounded
oblong in shape with an obvious arténed surface in one part running
for two thirds of ifs length, and ending quite abeuptly.  [1s length
is T.2cmes, and il thickeess 1.8 cms.

The third is an approxmmately munid gquartzite pebble’ [rom
a stream bed, though it is of interest to'note that no quartzite oceurs
along the course of the Trym, the neighbounng river. The stone
has been polished, and has & digmeter of 2.2cms. [t resembles the
gaming stones from the Glastonbury Lake Villige and elsewhers,

The memaining srtifact of stome 6 & wwall smooih, oughly
rec@angular piece of black chert 22 by 0.8 by 0.3 cms,

Porresy.

Cmly a few small sherds were found, and of these only one camn
he placed as of the Bronze Age with any degree of certainty, the
remainder having more the appearance of pottery of the Early lron
Age.

Crhen REMaiks,

HusMan,
Thess are represented by o single upper central incisor very
fiuch woen, and quite unburnt.

AHINAL

Some of these are well bamt, while others are not bamt gt all,
The teeth are generally unbomt. From the few remains available
it is posible fo dentify horse, pig, dog or fox, and another carnivarg
tepresented by the leflt mandible of a very young individual

The period of the construction of the barrow cannoi be fixed
with any degree of accuracy, because of the scarcity and fragmentary
condition of the finds, but the flints and the small thin Aakes of
bronge suggest that the original interment may have been of the
Hronze Age. That this mterment wis disturbed, possibly twice.
is suggested by the presence of the Roman bead and the Saxon Bronze,
bul this evidence is far too scanty ro base any reliable conclusion
upon. Finally it most be remembered that fragments of fiint imple-
mients are furned up by moles all over the hill, but these are few
and far betwesn, compared to the pumber of mplements and frag-
ments found in the barmow

« Kindly identifiod by Prof. 5 fL Reynolds
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Tvwries Ko, 4,

Just & hundred yards esstwards from tumelos No. | is & very
small one, which is only just over twenty feet in diameter, in fact
the mound i so low and insignificant that I is almost invisble dunng
the summer months when the grasm is long.

This tnmuolus brings one to within a short distance of the outer
defence of the camp (Fig 19 A) This defence consists merely of a
ditch, with & mound on the inner side, running transvenely across
the hill m a north and south direction, and having its ends turned
imwards (east) at each end on the slope ol the side of the hill.

Between this auter and ihe inner delence of the camp lies o
pecaliar circular earthwork (Fig. 198} It is complete, except for
& small segment on the north, which has been destroyed by quarrying.
The work consisis of & ning-shaped mound, with & ditch on the cuter
side, and having a diameter of 195 leet. The ring has no break in
it, save as described above, and is most pronounced in iis southern
portion where the slope ol the hill beging to make (tsell feit. Here
ihe mound i 2 to 3 lest high, and about three feal wide,

The natore and purpese of tlus earthwork i a1 present unknown,
but subséquent excavation will, it s hoped, throw soma light on these
points. Tt is of course, pousible that the work w a very large disc
barvow, but it is larger than any ye! discoversd, and has the ditch
on the outer, instead of the inver side, und in addition bad no break
in its circumfersnce, unless it was situated in the destroved portion

It has been suggested that it represents 1he earthen analogue
of the stome circles found elsewhere ; or again it may have been an
sctual stone circle from which all the wiones hive been remowved,
and in this connection there s a most interesting staternent by Seyer
made with regard to the origin of the stones of the dolmen at Druid
Stoke. He considers that thew stonés came from  King's
Weston Hill, “ where,” he says, “ many of them were o be seen,
but of smaller slee, which Mr, Farr collecisd for the {sundations of
s howse"*

In conclogion, on behalf of the Soclety, 1 should like o express
my thanks to Mr. Napier Miles, the owner of the Hill, for permission
to excavate there. Also I am indebted 1o Mr. 0. G. 5 Crawford for
valuable hints and suggestions, and 1o Mr. J. A. Davies for the draw-
ings in Flg. 20
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