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in the parish of Vissenberg, in the Isle of Funen. Sir John considered 
it to be an arrow-head of the Egyptian type. 

Whether these implemen ts are arrowheads or scrapers or chisels 
must remain in doubt. The tranchets from Campigny and elsewhere 
are certainly cutting tools, and there seem to be grounds for regarding 
these examples from Mendip as small forms of the same tool, such as 
were hafted in the manner of the specimen from Funen, and for which 
purpose they appear to be admirably adapted. • 

The undoubted association of one bell-shaped specimen with a 
Bronze-age interment gives a very late date for the in curved type. 
Possibly the evolution of the bronze axe ·had an influence on the 
shape: the first bronze axes were copies of the stone axe ; as it be­
came common knowledge that hammering tempers copper and its 
alloys the edge lengthened and the sides grew concave . We find a 
reflection of this new technique in the stone axe-hammers from Bronze 
Age barrows, which have this splayed edge. The bell shape of these 
very late chisels or diminutive tranchets may be a kindred reflection . 

NOTE ON A BRONZE SPEAR HEAD 

Note on a Bronze Spear-head found 

near Yeovil. 

By DINA PORTWAY DOBSON, M.A. 

No account of this bronze spear-head has been published before, 
so far as can be ascertained. It is reproduced now (Plate IX, B, No . 2) 
by the kind permission of its owner, Mrs. R. Bicknell. It was 
discovered by Mr. Richard Bicknell in, or about, the year 1881. 
during draining operations near Yeovil, Somerset. The spear-head 
was about two feet from the suciace, at a point about two hundred 
yards from Marston Two Elms, in the Marston Magna direction, and 
on the left hand side of the road going .from Yeovil. 

The spear-head measures 29.7 cm. in entire length, it is 4.5 cm. 
wide at the widest part of the blade, and 2.2 cm. wide.at the base of 
the socket. Its total weight is 222.8 grams, and its specific gravity 
is 8.8. When it was discovered part of the wooden haft was still 
within the hollow socket. This has now been removed . • 

The weapon is socketed and looped, the hollow extending nearly 
half-way up the blade . The loops are at the end of the blade , and 
are of the protected type, flattened out to form lozenge-shaped plates. 
In section it is diamond-shaped. It has no holes for pins, and no 
ornament. 



~ 
t. 

~-

s. 
CI'1S. t I Z -!--4 L' ~o 

A 

(1'1$ . 0 ~ 3 .. 

-. 'r 'j 
. ..,.e., ...... 

B 

PLATE IX. 
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Fifth Report on Read's Cavern. 

By E. K. TRATMAN, B .D.S. 

Since the last report little work has been done in this Cave, as 
excavations of greater importance have had to be given preference. 
There are now practically no untouched areas in the cave left to be 
excavated. The hearth area at BAO and BAIl has now been fully 
explored, but has yielded no additional remains of importance: the 
hearth site is, however, important as it is the only instance in the 
whole cave , as at present explored, in which a made hearth has been 
found. Throughout the rest of the cave the fires had been lighted 
on the rock floor, though it is possible that a small quantity of clay 
had been introduced in the region of E.20 and E.212 to fill up small 
hollows. Again small stones seem to have been used to cover over ' 
cracks in the floor which is composed of accumulations of fallen 
masses from the roof and walls of the cave. This use of small stones 
cannot be definitely asserted. 

FINDS. 
1. HUMAN BONES. 

A single left ulna was found upon a ledge on the south side. 
This area had been previously carefully examined on a number of 
occasions, and therdore the bone must have come down from the 
jammed mass of fallen blocks and scree that bars the way to the 
surface here . This find is further evidence to support the theory 
that the majority of the human bones fell into the Cave after the 
occupation had ceased; but it is not suggested that they are of 
different date from the rest of the remains in the cave; on the con­
trary all the evidence at present available would suggest that the 
cave was abandoned because the entrance was closed by a collapse. 
which caused the death of several individuals; subsequently some 
of this collapsed material slid down into the cave proper, carrying 
parts of the skeletons with it. In support of this suggestion is the 
fact that there have been two minor falls into the cave in the last 
two years . 

I Vol. II, No.1, p. 51. 
2 Vol. I, No.2, p. 90. 


