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Note on a Socketed Celt found at 

Chipping Sod bury, Gloucestershire .. . 

• By J. A. DAVIES, B:Sc. 

Five years ago, after blasting operations had been carried out 
in the quarry belonging to Messrs . John Arnold and Sons, at Chipping 
Sodbury, a bronze axe was discovered by a workman. The specimen 
was obtained by Mr. M. Dowding of Chipping Sodbury, to whom I 
am indebted for permission to examine and describe it. 

The axe is small, being but 5.5 cms. in length, and 3.5 cms. in 
width, along the edge. The weight is 93 grams, and the density 
7.9 grams per c.c. The patina is lustrous, dense and dark green. 

In section the socket is rectangular with rounded corners, one 
wall being broken, and a fragment of metal lost ; apparently at a very 
remote date. As may be discerned in the figure (Plate IX, B, No. I) 
the loop is relatively large. There is no trace of vestigial V/ings upon 
the specimen, which is devoid of ornamen t. The ridge where the two 
halves oj the mould came together is surprisingly high, and little 
attempt was made to reduce it by filing; however, the axe was 
sharpened and ready for use . 

According to the finder 's story there were no other associated 
implemen ts, but it is manifest that if the celt was part of a small 
hoard other specimens might have been lost in the explosion. 

Axes of this type appear to have been in use at the end of the 
Bronze Age. 

THE TICKENHAM ROCK SHELTER 

The Tickenham Rock Shelter. 

By ]. H . SAVORY. 

O.S., 6-ins., Somerset, Sheet V. N.W. 

i-in . South of "C" in "Tickenham Hill." 

In August last, work was started by the 10caI members of the 
Wells Society on a small single chambered cave situated on the south 
.side of the Cad bury ridge . After the preliminary clearance of modern 
debris, a somewhat heavy task, sufficient excavation was carried 
{Jut to promise important results from the cave , and some interesting 
discoveries have already been made in the first cutting. 

As shown on the map reference above, the position of the cave 
mouth is just over the half mile 'vV.S.W. from the S.W. corner of the 
Cadbury Ramparts. Although this line takes one part way down 
the side of the hill, it is yet some 200 feet above sea level, and com­
mands uninterrupted views over a grand sweep of landscape, from 
the channel, over the western .Mendips, up to the Dundry Ridge, 
and beyond. The wide expanse of Nailsea Moor runs up to the im­
mediate foreground. Facing practically due south, with protecting 
.shoulders of rock, on either side, the setting and form of the entrance 
may be considered ideal as an habitation, both for security and com­
fort. 

A small collection of finds from the present floor surface, made 
by the young people of lVIr. Burleton, the tenant of the adjoining 
land, made it very evident that the place would well repay systematic 
investigation . These were shown to P . Sinnock, H . E . Balch, and 
the writer, to the first of whom goes the credit of tracing this 
particular spot. Permission for the Society to carry out the work 
was readily granted by Sir Ambrose Elton, Lord of the Manor. 

The Cave mouth is an old outlet, now, however, far from any 
existing line of drainage. What will in all probability prove to be 
the chief inlet of this disused system has already been traced, situated 
on the broad crest of the ridge, directly above and at no great dis­
tance from the cave mouth. · 

The one chamber at present accessible is a regular oval in form, 
opening out directly from the en trance; 20 feet from front to back, 
and 18 feet at its greatest width. Across a wide section at the back 



~ 
t. 

:l. 

s. 
Cf'1S. (I I % ~. L' ? I W" 

A 

(""S . 0 .. 3 4 

- . ­ - ~ - 10 

I 
'''''(n ..... 

B 

PLATE IX. 
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Fifth Report on Read's Cavern. 

By E . K. TRATMAN, B .D.S. 

Since the last report little work has been done in this Cave, as 
excavations of greater importance have had to be given preference. 
There are now practically no untouched areas in the cave left to be 
excavated. The hearth area at B.40 and B.411 has now been fully 
explored, but has yielded no additional remains of importance; the 
hearth site is, however, important as it is the only instance in the 
whole cave, as at present explored, in which a made hearth has been 
found. Throughout the rest of the cave the ' fires had been lighted 
on the rock floor, though it is possible that a small quantity of clay 
had been introduced in the region of E.20 and E.212 to fill up small 
hollows. Again small stones seem to have been used to cover over ' 
cracks in the floor which is composed of accumulations of fallen 
masses from the roof and walls of the cave. This use of small stones 
cannot be definitely asserted. 

FINDS. 
1. HUMAN BONES. 

A single left ulna was found upon a ledge on the south side. 
This area had been previously carefully examined on a number of 
occasions, and therefore the bone must have come down from the 
jammed mass of fallen blocks and scree that bars the way to the 
surface here. This find is further evidence to support the theory 
that the majority of the human bones fell into the Cave after the 
occupation had ceased; but it is not suggested that they are of 
different date from the rest of the remains in the cave; on the con­
trary all the evidence at present available would suggest that the 
cave was abandoned because the entrance was closed by a collapse, 
which caused the death of several individuals; subsequently some 
of this collapsed material slid down into the cave proper, carrying 
parts of the skeletons with it. In support of this suggestion is the 
fact that there have been two minor falls into the cave in the last 
two years. 

1 Vol. II. No.1. p . 51. 
2 Vol. I, No.2, p. 90. 
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