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SECRETARIES' REPORT 

MARCH 1994-1995 


Research 

Andy Farrant is currently wntlng up his findings regarding the examination of 
landscape evolution over the million year timescale. Dr. Fiona Whittaker is continuing her 
work on modelling the hydrogeology of the Bahamas. The academic collaboration between Dr. 
Peter Smart and Turkish academics continues to research palaeoclimates by investigating 
travertine deposits at Pammukkale. As part of the same study Dr. Smart is also studying 
carbonate diagenesis and dissolution in the Bahamas. 

Archaeology 

Chris Hawkes and Dr. Roger Jacobi are continuing in their work based at Hyaena Den. 
The Societies own collection is still undergoing recatalogiuing and reorganisation on Tuesday 
evenings where volunteer help is always warmly appreciated. Arthur ApSimon has now 
completed his fieldwork at the Bos Swallet site and is currently writing up his findings. 

Caving 

Dr Tony Boycott continued his netherworld globetrotting visiting both Sulawesi and 
Assynt , in Scotland. Unfortunately the major Assynt discovery was made shortly after he left. 

Andy Farrant spent 4 weeks in the Pre-polar Urals where, as well as becoming adept at 
rafting, he explored limestone and gypsum karst areas in conjunction with the Kungur Karst 
Research Institute. 

Ten members of the society went on expedition to the high plateaux of Mt. Triglav, 
Slovenia. Due to changes in weather patterns the permanent snow cover around the summit has 
been steadily declining revealing areas of virgin limestone karst. No major discoveries were 
made, but many openings were explored and some have yet to be pushed to completion. 

In addition, due to the recent archaeological survey, interest into Bos Swallet was 
rekindled and during the course of the summer digging resulted in the ~ve being doubled in 
both length and depth . 

Meetings 

These were rather thin on the ground this year and poorly attended. However in October Eve 
Pleydell gave an account of the summer expedition to Slovenia. The following January Andy 
Farrant took us to Russia for the evening. 
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REVIEWS 

CAVE CONSERVATION POLICY National Caving Association. NCA, London, 1995. 32pp. 
4 b&w photographs, softback, A4. £5 ISBN 0 95255200 0 
(Reviewed by Andy Farrant) 

This document is without doubt one of the mosl important caving related publications 
to be written in the last several years. Its aim is to provide a factual statement of the NCA's 
policy towards cave conservation. As such it is not intended to provide light bedtime reading, 
but should be high on the reading list for any active caver who cares about the cave environ
ment. The document explains why caves should be conserved and outlines many of the threats, 
both internal and external, to the cave environment. This is perhaps the section of especial in
terest to most cavers. Although many of the external threats such as quarrying, mineral extrac
tion and waste disposal are immediately obvious, many cavers are less aware of the internal 
damage caused by cavers themselves through over-use, digging, graffiti, litter and inappropriate 
sampling for scientific purposes. The clear policy statements contained within this document 
provides useful guidelines for active cavers to abide by when underground . Furthermore, they 
provide an important step in countering threats to caves from outside sources such as planning 
authorities. 

It then goes on to document a series of conservation initiatives which can and should 
be implemented by the caving community and land owners. Key to this is the publication of a 
condensed version of this policy document which should be accessible to most cavers. In addi
tion to this it is proposed to publish a Cave Conservation Handbook to go with this document, 
which should be available by the time this review is published. This contains over 26 detailed 
appendices on many relevant topics such as how to repair broken formations, models to set up 
'cave conservation plans' and the responsibilities of planning authorities, National Parks and 
councils. The second major initiative proposed is the formation of voluntary conservation plans 
for specific caves, similar to that the UBSS and the Charterhouse Caving Company have drawn 
up for GB and Charterhouse Caves in consultation with the Somerset Wildlife Trust. 

The final section details the role of the statutory bodies such as English Nature and the 
Countryside Commission for Wales in cave conservation. Specifically it outlines how sites of 
special scientific interest (SSSI's) are selected, notified and protected through the identification 
of ' potentially damaging operations'. Cavers who remember the Priddy Caves SSSI fiasco of a 
few years ago when many of the major caves were closed following notification of the SSSI, 
will be particularly interested in this section. Although most cavers are aware of SSSI's, they 
are probably ignorant of the 'RIGS' scheme. This aims to bring attention to ' Regionally Im
portant Geological/geomorphological Sites', (including cave and karst features) which are de
serving of at least some protection. Both Somerset and Avon have local RIGS groups which 
include cave sites not covered by an existing SSSI. The policy document also contains a section 
on the statutory archaeological conservation bodies, and how important archaeological sites in 
caves are protected. 

Although rather formal , the NCA Cave Conservation Policy document is clear, con
cise, well laid out and, most importantly, readable. The price may deter many cavers from buy
ing their own copy, but as every club was sent one free, there should be no excuse for not being 
able to see one. This policy document represents a milestone on the path to providing suitable 
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