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Work has also started in Ireland on revising the cave descriptions and scientific accounts for 
inclusion in a revised book on that area. 

There have been foreign trips to the Dordogne Region of France over the New Year 
period and more recently a visit to some of the caves and canyons of Majorca. The Society has 
also been represented by Tony Boycott on expeditions to the Indian subcontinent. 
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LANDSLIP CA YES OF THE SOUTHERN COTS WOLDS 

by 

C.A . SELF and A. BOYCOTT 

ABSTRACT 

This paper gives a brief description of the natural caves that have been fonned by landslipping in the 
Cotswolds near the city of Bath. The paper includes sites that have previously been published, new data from these 
si tes, as well as several nell' sites . Plan surveys of the main caves are presented . 

INTRODUCTION 

This paper is an overview of the natural caves that have been formed by cambering of 
the middle Jurassic Oolitic limestones in the region to the east of Bath. Such caves are termed 
"gulls" and form by bed-over-bed sliding and the opening of joints, rather than by physical or 
chemical erosion. The near-surface beds of limestone are often relatively undisturbed, 
movement having taken place within the rock sequence. This allows the caves to have solid rock 
roofs and prevents the ingress of surface-derived material. There is no evidence for any of the 
passages being aligned along faults , and there are theoretical reasons (a major line of weakness 
cutting through the roof beds) why faults are less likely than joints to remain air-filled after mass 
movement. Where the two walls of a joint are vertically displaced, there is often clear evidence 
of cambering. For a technical appraisal of gull caves, the reader is referred to Hawkins and 
Privett (1981) and to Self (1986, 1995). 

The term "Southern Cotswolds" is not an officially recognised geographical area, but 
has been devised by the authors for their own convenience. The caves described here are all 
located in the valley of the River A von as it cuts through the Cotswold escarpment to the east of 
Bath, or on the flanks of tributary streams which join the River Avon downstream from the scarp 
face. For all practical purposes, this region is the outcrop of Oolitic limestones lying south of the 
M4 motorway. The Cotswold Hills become increasingly indistinct as one travels further south 
and eventually they merge with the hilly terrain of the eastern Mendip Hills. The "Southern 
Cotswolds" therefore extend from the M4 motorway to the Mendip Hills, though the authors 
have no record of gull caves in the most southerly part of the region south of Bradford-on-Avon. 

The earliest recorded exploration of a Cotswold gull cave is thought to have taken 
place in the year-1698, after a team of oxen broke through the roof of a cavity when ploughing a 
field (Atkyns, 1712). The cave was located in the parish of Cold Ashton and several people 
were let down into it with candles. The entrance was later covered over to prevent accidents and 
the precise location of the cave forgotten. Most of the known caves of the Southern Cotswolds 
are located in small quarries, so it is likely that they were first explored by stone miners. Some 
mines date back to Roman times, but extraction of stone on a major scale did not begin until the 
17th Century (Price, 1984). 

Cavers have been interested in the "Southern Cotswolds" since at least the 1920's. Our 
own Society published an archaeological report on Guy's Rift near Siaughterford (Hewer, 
1926), which contained early Iron Age human remains. The authors have no other early 


