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Caving
The student contingent of the UBSS has seen successful weekend trips to the main

caving regions of England and Wales, with some particularly good SRT in Yorkshire. The
Freshers’ weekends proved as popular as ever with over thirty people at the first Mendip
weekend, which was followed up at the CHECC Forum with some sixteen people enjoying a
particularly wet Yorkshire before this year’s floods.

In the wider UBSS circle, Andrew Atkinson has been busy on Mendip. Andrew has
consulted on the tunnelling project in Wookey Hole, producing an excellent survey of Wookey
20 and some nearby sumped sections. The tunnel has since been successfully completed and
has seen a flurry of activity in this previously overlooked section of passage. Several digs and
climbs have broken into new passage, the most notable being a dry route to Edmund’s
Chamber, and surveying continues. An ongoing UBSS dig at the Northern end of Wookey 20 is
also underway. In Cheddar Gorge, diving in Dingly Dell, in Reservoir Hole, by Andrew,
Duncan Price and Connor Roe has commenced with the likely need of a dig; Andrew’s survey
of Read’s Cavern has been completed and won the survey competition at Hidden Earth this
year. A mostly UBSS party has started digging Pig’s Hole, but with little progress so far.

In Charterhouse Cave, Andrew and Duncan have passed Skeleton Sump, with 250 m
of passage with several dry leads and two further sumps to be pushed. Ongoing work will
certainly require considerable effort. The final aven has been climbed to its termination, with
the rigging tidied up and improved on. Andrew would thank all the people who have helped
with hauling kit on these trips. In Upper Flood Swallet, Simon Flower and Andrew have seen
some progress at the termination, breaking through into a small waterfall chamber.

Further afield, members of the UBSS have been on numerous expeditions. Four
members of the UBSS, including two students, were on the CUCC Austria Expedition, with
one member making a connection to the Schwartzmooskogelhöhlensystem; now over 114 km
and thus the 18th longest cave in the world. Elaine Oliver, in Switzerland, has seen a further two
expeditions in the Swiss Alps with a Swiss and Swiss-Austrian team. As part of a British team,
Catherine Hulse and Peter Talling have been on the Shan Plateau in Myanmar with notable
success. Ju’s Gu, named after the late Juliet Morse and at around 300 m deep, is roughly twice
as deep and the previous record for Myanmar.

Kayleigh Gilkes spent several weeks over the New Year in the high karst of the Darai
Plateau as a member of a fifteen strong SUI led team. After reconnaissance work in 2011, the
team surveyed over 8 km of passage, with 2.8 km in Hayamaene cave alone; many leads are yet
to be explored. The UBSS also returned to Ireland, with a team of nine having a particularly
wet two weeks. The start of the re-surveying project of the Coolagh River cave saw good
progress despite the weather, with nearly 1.6 km of passage surveyed despite the cave flooding
to the roof. Attempts to push leads in Co. Mayo were suspended owing to the high water.

Other
Thanks to the continued efforts of Linda Wilson and Andrew Atkinson, amongst many

others, we have finally regained access to the Union stairwell for SRT training. Andrew is
currently ‘training the trainers’, and several Freshers have already seen their first descent of the
stairwell. With next year’s cohort, we should be able to undertake warm and dry training for the
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first time in several years. On the behalf of the students, I give our thanks to the Union for
allowing us to recommence training, and to all of those who have worked hard on this over
recent years.

The long running Wilderness Lectures have had continued success this year, with Dick
Willis continuing his work in highlighting the expeditions of others. Gina Moseley, a UBSS
member, gave a lecture on her expedition to North East Greenland. Gina gave a run-through on
her experiences of organising an expedition with minimal funding and the difficulties presented
in working in remote areas. Her work will see continued research into the calcite deposits in the
few caves to be found in Greenland’s Arctic Circle.

As ever, the Society also extends its thanks to the Tratman Fund and the Oliver Lloyd
Memorial Fund for grants received this year, and the Alumni Foundation for their donation
towards surveying equipment.

Elliott Smith

MUSEUM REPORT, 2016

I know I seem to say this every year, but yet again, the past year has been a very busy
one in the museum.

Dr Hazel Reade a post doc researcher from the UCL Institute of Archaeology visited
the museum. Hazel is working on an ERC-funded project looking at the re-colonisation and
cultural diversification of northwest Europe after the Last Glacial Maximum. The project is led
Dr. Rhiannon Stevens, based at UCL’s Institute of Archaeology and is run in collaboration with
Tom Higham at Oxford University and Ian Barnes at the Natural History Museum. She was
interested in finding out more about any faunal specimens from LUP archaeological sites in the
UBSS collection and particularly any specimens that show direct evidence of human modifica-
tion on them. She examined material from Aveline’s Hole, Merlin’s Cave, King Arthur’s Cave,
Sun Hole Cave and Gough’s Old and New Caves.

I spent time with Daniel Parkes, a dissertation student working under Danielle Shreve
at Royal Holloway, University of London. Daniel was working on steppe pika from late glacial
sites in the south west. As we have a very large number of specimens from Merlin’s Cave and
King Arthur’s Cave, I agreed to Daniel having the material on loan for a while. It has subse-
quently been returned, and I’d like to commend the courtesy and professionalism with which he
treated the loan. He subsequently sent me a copy of his dissertation, which was mainly based on
the UBSS specimens.

Several other researchers have benefited from material in the UBSS collection. Josie
Newman, a student here in the Department of Archaeology and Anthropology examined
material from Stokeleigh Camp, which has been a popular essay topic in recent years and has
ensured a steady stream of visitors from the department. She also examined material from
Blaise and Kingsweston. Caroline Rosen, a PhD student from Worcester visited the museum to
look at the assemblages from King Arthur’s Cave and Sun Hole as part of her research. Dr
Hannah O’Regan from the University of Nottingham is putting together a project on Brown
bears in the British Isles, from the Last Glacial Maximum onwards. We located numerous
specimens for her from Sun Hole, King Arthur’s Cave, Gough’s Cave and Banwell Bone Cave.
Angharad Jones, a PhD student from Royal Holloway, spent time with our collection of Pleisto-
cene spotted/cave hyaenas. We tracked down material from Rhino Rift, Sun Hole and other
sites. Lastly, Katie Davenport-Mackay and Dr Paul Preston visited again as part of their
ongoing work on lithic collections around the country.
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The human material from Aveline’s Hole has once again been attracting attention from
researchers. Last year, Professor Ian Barnes and Tom Booth from the Natural History Museum
took DNA samples from some specimens and this year, some of the material yielded some very
surprising results. To cut a very long - and still ongoing - story short, some of the results came
back as being Neolithic rather than Mesolithic. In attempt to verify this, the same specimens
were then also C14 dated, which produced the same results. I am heavily engaged in discus-
sions with Ian, Tom and Rick Schulting from Oxford, who produced the major paper on the
cave, trying to establish what might have happened here. The possibilities range from a mix up
in the collection (currently deemed unlikely but not impossible) to later Neolithic use of the site
for interment (also not impossible). Further sampling is intended and work on this fascinating
conundrum is ongoing. Some of the dead folk from Aveline’s have now visited London so
often that I am considering getting them their own Oyster cards! 

In October, we had something of a security scare when the convener of the Univer-
sity’s museum curators’ group, put round an urgent warning sent out by the Arts Council for
England’s National Security Advisor warning of a very high risk of thefts from collections.
This followed a number of high profile thefts from museums and galleries around the country,
including the very recent theft of valuable Pleistocene material from Joint Mitnor cave in
Devon. The thieves broke in past a locked steel door. I’d like to thank Tony Boycott, Clive
Owen and Bob Churcher who immediately responded to my request to review the security of
doors and make any necessary improvements. I’d also like to thank Jo Elsworth of the
Curators’ Group for her help in flagging up the collection once again to the University’s
security team. As a result of this, we took the decision to remove reference to the location of the
collection from the UBSS website.

On the public engagement front, last week we hosted a visit from members of the
Axbridge Caving Club who were interested in seeing the museum and its contents.

I’d like to give very special thanks this year to the students who have helped me in the
museum over the past two years. Pippa Churcher is now in her third year and so is standing
down as Student Museum Curator. Pippa has been a great help to me over the last two years,
with cataloguing, conservation work and helping with research visits. Allan Summerfield and
Wendy Russ, who joined us a result of a visit to the museum by students from the Archaeology
and Anthropology Department last year, organised by Pippa, have also become involved with
the collection. Allan has done well in excess of ten hours work in the museum in the past year
as part of the practical work he needs to do as part of his degree. He has worked extensively on
the barrow collection, doing catalogue audits and conservation work, and we hope that at some
point, we can finally start to work towards the production of a report on T5 barrow. Allan and
Wendy have both put considerable time into helping me prepare for research visits, and Allan
has been a great help in supervising visits in my absence.

Finally, Wendy and I attended the Museums Association Exhibition in Birmingham
where we saw various fascinating demonstrations, pigged out on free food, and generally acted
our shoe-sizes rather than our ages. It was a fun day. So I thought this was an appropriate note
on which to end this year.

Linda Wilson
Museum Curator
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