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REPORT FOR THE YEAR 

Report for the Year 1926-1927. 

This year the Society's work has bl 'cn attended with results 
quite as good as in previolls years, but it hapl"'l1s that in thc case of 
a ll the cave excava tions a stage has been reacl1fd where It \vould be 
prematu re to issue a detailed report. Rather than publish inconclusi ve 
interim reports it has been decided to include brief accoun ts of t he 
work done in the caves in this number of Proceedings, and on ly to 
print in detail the results of work which has been concluded . 

A \,ELI NE'S HOLE. 

Over ten tons of materia l has been removed from inside the cave 
and excavation ou tside is sti ll proceeding. A new portion of the cave 
has been disclosed on the north side at a distance of sixty feet from 
da tum; the floor of this part of the cave is at a depth of twen ty
four feet below the stalagmi te shelf ; it consists of a space betw('l!n 
the north wa ll and the deposit in the floor , and opens into a rift running 
parallel with the main cave. Numerous human and animal bones, 
flints, and a perforated shell bead we re found in the disturbed earth 
whe re the entrance was made, sixty-fou r feet from datum. Many 
bones had fallen into the new part of the cave, and were a lso found 
lying on ledges under the floor of the main cave, which was seen to 
consist of a ja mmed mass of boulders. 

Tile remains a re sti ll typical of the caVl' a nd include such an imals 
as Lynx , Gian t Deer and Pika. A report on the h uman bones will 
be i ~slled later. 

ROWBERROW CA\·Er~~. 

Excavation has been pushed vigo rousl y ahead at Rowberrow 
Ca vern (about one half of the Society's working parties having been 
so emplo:'-ll'd). In add ition, with the help of th e gra nt kindly made 
last year h\" the Trustees of the Percy ~ladeI1 Memorial Fund, wc
ha\'[' hirt'u la Lour as often as the necf'ssary supervision and (in the 
c; ,,,c of materia l of archceologica l va lue) so rting power were available , 
1'i,.· on 16 days. As a rule four men were employed. 

The work falls un der two head ir: ~s:-

I. The S('rl>nd Clay and Stones li, ycr :-the greater part of this 
Neolithic and Bronze Age deposit has been removed and sorted; 
i ts contents will be desc ribed in the next report. 
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2. The exploratory pit :--occupying a lmost l he whole width 
of the cave, the pit has reached a maximum dt'p th of 22 feet. T races 
only of Uppcr Palceolithic occupa tion were found in the Pleis tocene 
rubble o r gravel, and the boulder d eposit beneath yielded nothing. 
Below the boulders was a continuous layer of crystalline stalagmite 
varying from one to nearly six fee t ill Lhickness; it lay upon a mass 

of limestone blocks sepa rated by red clay. A few blocks of conglo

merate and many pebbles derived therefrom were found in the upper 

three fee t of this mass, but few or none below . Whether we a re 

dealing with the virgin limeslone below the conglomerate, greatly 

fissured and broken up, or merely with a pile of large boulders such 

as occurs at Read's Cave rn , it is not yet possible to say. Both the 


Crystalline Stalagmite and the Red Clay were barren . 

SUN HOLE, C HEDDAR. 

Permission to excava te this cave having been given by the owner, 
Lord Long, work was begun in April , 1926. The cave was first sur
veyed on a squared plan basis and excavations carried out in six-in ch 

layers until a definite stratification became recognisable. 

Part of the superficial deposits had been recently disturbed , 

some of the Pleistocene leve l being exposed . 

The superficial deposits , three feet thi ck in placcs, have becn 
excavated for a distance of twelve feet inwa rds from the entranc~ , 
and also outwards a distance of nine to twelve feet on the en trance 
pla tform. The remains comprise Romano-British pottery, and, 
from the last foot of the top layers, beaker and neolithic pottery, with 

several bone and numerous flint implements. 

Below the upper earth and stOIlC' layers lies a more or less contin
uous band of breccia ,,)vering rubbles uf Ph-i:; tocene age as prowd 
by the rodent remains- - wh ich so fa r have on ly b"dl dug to a d"pth 

of three feet ove r one sl\l;dl a rea, 
Our thanks a re due tu Mr. Ath;I\' , lhe ten:tnl of the land , for ll w 

willing assistance he has given on ewry possible una<;jon . 

WYE VALLEY CAVES. 

"Vork at King Arthur 's Cave has bedl Glrri,'d on at camps in 

September and March, and also at some \\·'Tk-,_'nd". 

The area outside the entrance is s till being dug and fi ve de fll1ite 
horizons a re now recognisable. Below the surface laye r of humus is 
a hea rth , some eighteen inches in thickn, ''':''-, in which a rc found numbers 
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of pygmy flints and sca led blades: there is also a large series of hone

stones and polishe rs. 

The n<:;xt lay<:; r is a band of yellow rubble containing a few frag
ments of long bones a nel a number of Pleistocene rodents, 

Thirdly , there is a second hea rth containing flint s of an Aurig
nacian facies and numerous bon es of large species of deer. 

F ourthl y, tht' rc' is a thin layer of a g reyish colour in which frag
ments of mammoth teeth have been found; suffici ent of this has not 
yet been dug for any opinion to be expressed as to its significance, 
but it has been provision a lly termed the" mammoth la \'C' r. " 

Lastly , there is a thi ck deposit of reddish clay of unknown depth. 
So far only a few bone fragments have l.w('n found in tiIi s, 

E xcavation is s till in progress, and it is hoped that by next yea r 
a full report may be issued on the horizon s mentioned above and 
upon the deepe r s trata of the cave, 

LIBRA HY, 

Man y books have been added to the library by presentation , 
exchange and purchase; our thanks are due to Dom , E. Horne, 
Miss D. A. E. Ga rrod , Miss M, Pollard , Miss NI , Thorburn , Messrs. 
W. H. Ackland, S. B . Adams, H . E, Balch , lVI, C. Burkitt , R. C. C. 
Clay, A . W. Coysh , O. G. S. Crawford , J. A. Davies, Cyril F ox, L. 
S. Lee, J. Maury, L. S. P a lmer, J. Richte r, R. A, Smith , W , J. So lias , 
E. K. Tratman ; Dr. Wolf ; The Gloucester Museum: The British 
Museum (Nat. Hist.); The Field Nat. Hist. Museum , Chicago; 
Bristol Natura lists' Soc. , and the Roya l Anthropological Ins titute , 

'vVe are deeply indebted to the Trustet"; of the Percy Sladen 
Memoria l Fund for allowing us to retain the balance of the £I 00 
grant they gave LI S las t yea r for the excava tion of Rowberrow Cavern , 
and for a further grant of £30 for work at Bury Hill Camp, an account 
of which appea rs in this nu mber. 

Our thanks it re due to the Colston R esea rch Committee for 
ano ther grant of £40 for continuing the activities of the Society , 
and to the Guild of Underg radua te for a gran t of £30. The Finance 
Committee of the University has gcnerollsly given us an annual 
grant of £15 towa rcls the cost of publication of these Proceedings. 

T . F . HEWE R , H ON . Sec ret ary. 
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2. The exploratory pit :-occupyin g almo:;t the whole width 
of the cave, the pit has reached a maximum depth of 22 feet . T races 
only of Upper Pal<:eolitbic occupa tion were found in the Pleistocene 
rubble or gravel, and the boulde r deposit beneath yielded nothing. 

Below the boulders was a continuous layer of crystalline stalagmi te 

varying from one to nearly six fee t in thickness; it lay upon a mass 

of limestone blocks separated by red clay . A few blocks of conglo

merate and many pebbles deri ved therefrom were found in the upper 

three feet of this mass , but [cw or none below . Whether "ve a re 

dealing with th t: virgin li mes tone below the conglomerate, greatly 

fissured and broken up, or merely with a pile of large boulders such 

as occurs at Read's Cavern , it is not yet possible to say . Both the 


Crys ta lline Stalagmite and the R ed Clay were barren. 

SU N H OLE, CHEDDAR. 
P ermission to excavate this cave having been given by the owner, 

Lord Long, work was begun in April, 1926. The cave was first sur
veyed on a squared plan basis and excavations carried out in six-inch 

laye rs until a definite stratification became recognisable . 

Part of the superficial deposits had been recently disturbed , 

some of the Pleistocene level being exposed . 

The superficial deposits, three feet thick in places , have been 
excavated for a distance of twelve fee t inwa rds from the entrancv, 
and also outwards a distance of nine to twelve feet on the entrance 
platform. The remains comprise Romano-British pottery, and, 
from the last foot of the top layer,;, bea ker and neolithi c pottery, with 

several bone and numerous fl int implemen ts . 
Below the upper ea rth and stone laye rs lies a more or less contin

uous band of breccia covering rubbles of Pleistocene age- as proved 
by the rodent remains- which so far have only been dug to a depth 

of thnT feet over one small a rea . 
Our thanks a re due to Mr. Athay, the tenant of the land , for the 

willing assis tance he has given on every possible occasion . 

V'l YE V ALLEY C A VES. 
Work at King Arthur' s Cave has been ca rried on a t camps in 

September and March , and also at some week-ends . 

The a rea outside the entrance is still being dug and five definite 
horizons are now recognisable. Below the surface layer of humus is 
a hearth , so me eighteen inches in thickness, in which arefound munbers 
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of pygmy flints and sca led blades: there is also a la rge series of hone 

stones and poli~hers. 

The next laye r is a band of yellow rubble containing a few frag
ments of long bones and a number of Pleis tocene rodents. 

Thirdly, there is a second hea rth containing flint s of an Au rig 
nacian facies and numerous bones of large species of deer. 

Fourthly, thcf(· is a thin layer of a greyish colour in which frag
ments of mammoth tee th have been found ; sufficient of this has not 
ye t been dug for any opinion to be expressed as to its significance, 
but it has been provisionally te rmed the " mammo th laye r." 

Lastly, there i~ a thi ck deposit of reddi sh clay of unknown depth . 
So far only a few bone fragments ha ve been found in tliis . 

E xcavation is still in progress, and it is hoped tha t by next year 
a full report may be issued on the hori zons mentioned above and 

upon the deeper strata of the cave. 

LIBRA RY. 

Many books have been added to the libra ry by presenta tion, 
exchange and purchase; our thanks a re due to Dom . E. Horne, 
Miss D. A. E. Ga rrod , Miss M. Polla rd , Miss M. Thorburn . Messrs. 
\\1 . H . Ackland , S. B . Adams, H. E . Balch , M. C. Burkitt , R. C. C. 
Clay, A. W. Coysh , O. G. S. Crawford , ]. A. D av ies, Cyril Fox , L. 
S. Lee , ]. i\·l aury, L. S. P almer, ]. Richter , R. A. Smith, W. ]. Sollas , 
E . K Tratman ; Dr. Wolf ; The Gloucester Museum; The British 
Museum (Nat. Hist. ); The Pield Nat. Hist. Museum, Chicago ; 
Bristol Naturalists ' Soc., and the Royal Anthropologica l Institute . 

\Ve a re deeply indebted to the Trus let·~ of the Percy Siaden 
Memoria l Fund for a llowing us to reta in the balance of the £100 
grant they gave us last yea r for the excava tion of Rowberrow Cavern, 
a nd for a further grant of £30 for work a t Bury Hill Camp, an account 

of which appea rs in this number . 

Our thanks are d ue to the Colston Resea rch Committee for 
ano ther grant of £40 for continuing the activiti!",; of the Society, 
and to the Guild of Undergrad uate for a grant of £30. The Finance 
Committee of the University has generousl y givt:n us a n a nnual 
gran t of £15 towards the cost of publication of these Proceedings. 

T. F. HEWEr< , H on. SeC1'etary. 


