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The bones found were examined by Dr. Fawcett, who has reported 
with regard to them. 

Fragments of pottery of Roman origin were found in association 
with No. I coBIn. 

Length of coffin No. I was 5 feet 4 inches, a nd of NO.2 a bout 
6 feet 3 inches. 

Coffin No. I has been placed in t he churchyard a t Dyrham, and 
the other is in the E state Yard at Dyrham Parle 
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Report on the Human Remains discovered in 
two Stone Coffins at Dyrham, Glos. 

By PIWF. ED. FAWCETT, M.D. , C.M., F.R.S. 

The condition of the bones made a complete osteometric report 
impossible, but the following measurements \\Tn! made :­

Coffin I .--l\IIale skull. Approximate cra nial length , 180 mm . ; 

breadth, 135 mm . 
Cranial length index, 75 '0, e.g., the skull was dolichocephalic . 
Ophryal width , 96 mm. Biorbital width, 100 mm. 
Auricular height , III mm. The capacity, according t o Pearson 's 

formula for dry skulls, 1319' 161 c. mm. Mandible. The jaw was 
pointed and comparatively slender and small . The molar teeth had 
been lost, specially from the right side, for a considerable period 
before death. The media n lower incisors were also lost comparatively 
early. The symphyseal height, which was lessened by the loss of 
the centra l incisors, was 24 mm. 

Long Bones.~-Left femur, length 410 mm . Head, 48 mm. 
Shaft, transverse diameter, 37 mm . Anterior-posterior diameter 
below the sma ll trocha nter, 26 mm.; least transverse width of shaft, 

29 mm. 
Platymeric index, 70'2. 

The femur had a large quadrate tubercle, a third trochanter, and 
subtrocha nteric fossa. The superior platymeria was due to internal 
flanging. The linea aspera was very broad with the spi ral line well 
marked , showing the la rge size of the vast us internu s muscle, and the 
powerful gluteus maxim us, medius, a nd minim us. The other gluteal 
muscles must also have been very powerful. 

Tibia. Anterior posterior diameter, 37 mm. Transverse width, 
25 mm . Platycnemic index. 67'5· 

The muscular markings on the femur and the high degree of 
platyrr.eria were in striking contrast with the poorly developed rad ius, 
which was a compara ti vely small, slender bone. 

Length of left radius, 226 mm . It had a well-marked bicipita l 
tuberosity; otherwise it had no well-defined muscula r markings on it. 

The left humerus was not only ma rked y twisted, but had an 
enbrmous deltoid ridge, as well as very marked flanging of the external 
epicondylar ridge. The shouldpr muscles a nd the brachialis ant icus 
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muscle must have been highly developed. The right humerus was 
even more definit ely flanged than the left. 

The stature of this man was probably about 5 feet 2 inches. 

Coffin 11.- This stone coffin con tained parts of two skeletons, 
one of which was certainly male. Only the left femur and right tibia 
were complete. 

Left femur, 432 .mm.; head, 46 mm.; bicondylar width, 75 mm. ; 
least transverse width of shaft, 24 mm; anterior-posterior diameter, 
27 mm. There was no platymeria. The muscular markings were 
moderately developed . 

Right tibia , length 346 mm .. 
The stature was probably about 5 feet 5 inches. 
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A Celtic Weaving Comb from Bristol 

By DINA PORTWAY D OBSON . Litt.D. 

A year or so ago a piece of worked bone was dug up in the neigh ­
bourhood of Baldwin Street. It is evidently the greater part of a 
weaving comb of the Early Iron Age type, like those found in the 
Lake Villages and Wookey Hole. It is ornamented with incised 
concentric circles and circular pierced holes and is 4} inches long. 
This find, kindly communicated to t.he Society by lVIr. Frederick C. 
Jone~ , adds another site to those a t which artefacts belonging to this 
period have been found before in Bristol, namely, a t the Pithay, and 
under the General Post Office in Small St reet. 


