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Notes on a Romano-British Burial at Bath 

By JAMES F. BLACKETT, M.D., D.P .H . 

The skeleton was contained in a stone coffin found at Bath on 
November 16th, 1931, at a spot close to wh at is now the end of the 
garden of a house opposite the middle of the curved north-eastern 
boundary of Henrietta Park-that is, in the area between the Park 
and Daniel Street. The discovery was made by workmen preparing 
the ground for building. Mr. Gerald Grey, of th e Somerset Al"Chceo
logical Society, who was called in by Mr. Drake, the builder , states 
that the coffin was 3 feet below the surface, lying due east and west, 
with the head to the west. The outside length was 6 feet. Inside 
measurements: 5 feet 6 inches long; width, 15 inches at the head 
and 9 inches at the foot; depth, IO inches. The cover consisted of 
three stone slabs 6 inches thick. The sides were 2} inches thick and 
finely tooled. At the foot of the skeleton were some fragments of 
red Roman pottery. Scattered about near the coffin were other 
human bones with one or two bones of horses or oxen. Like several 
other stone coffins found in the Bathwick district thi s one doubtless 
belongs t o the Roman period. 

When I visited the site again in August, 1932, I was told by a 
workman that the coffin had been removed and st ill awaited final 
disposal. He also said that anot her coffin had been found a few yards 
from the one described , but it had been covered in again without 
being opened or disturbed. 
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Notes on the Discovery ofa Human Skeleton 

at Avonmouth Dock, Bristol 


By J. H. A. PERKINS , A.M .I.C.E. 


On August lIth, 1931, during excavation for the construction 
of a new Oil Berth at Avonmouth Dock, a human skeleton was 
uncovered. 

The skeleton was discovered 16 feet below the surface level; 
14 feet of this represen ted a new fill, being the spoil from the excava
tion of the Royal Edward Dock in 1906, the junction of the river 
silt and the new fill above being clearly marked by blackened 
vegetation forming a disti.nct cleavage plane. The excavation was 
carried 4 feet into the river sil t , which is known to extend to a depth 
of about 50 feet , when the underlying sand is reached. 

The site of th e discovery is approx imately the old mouth or 
junction uf the River Avon with the River Severn before the course 
oj the former was changed by heavy silting near this point. 
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The skeleton lay un its back with the left knee bent, the leg 
hanging downwards into the silt and the head to the west. No trace 
of ligaments were noti ced, although the bones lay in apparent ly 
true anatomical position. There were no associated finds. 

The position of the skeleton ncar the surface of the river sil t, 
together with the atti tude of the leg, suggests that the individua l 
was not buried but drowned or bogged on the sicle of the river, and 
covered with silt. 

In 1906 the site of the tincl would have heen about a mile from 
the nearest building, on an unfrequented river bank, which may have 
accoun ted for the body not being discovered. 

Since 12 feet of river silt may accumulate in a single year, such 
remains are undateable in the absence of associated find s. 
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