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Report on the Skeletal Remains discovered 
at Avonmouth Dock 

By P RO F. ED. FAWCETT, M.D ., C. M , F .R.S. 

The skull was too fragmentary and wanting in the essential 
pa rt s to a llow of the ordinary craniometric measurements. The 
hip bones were fragmentary, but enough of each remained to enable 
t he sex (male) to be determined. 

Of the limb bones the clavicles, the righ t humerus, right femur , 
right tibia, and right fibul a were sufficiently complete to allow of the 
necessary measurements. 

The humerus measured 41 7 mm. in lengt h. Its head measured 
from before backwards 40 111 m. and from without inwards 41 mm. 
The lower half of t he shaft was concave out wards. 

The fe mur measured in oblique lengt h 472 mm. Its head 
measured 45 mm., t he bicondylar width was 75 mm ., and the leas t 
width of the shaft was 24' 5 mm. The muscular markings were 
poorly expressed . 

The tibia measured 372 mm . in length , the platycnemic index 
was 60-6. There were no squa t t ing face ts. 

The fibula was 369 mm . in length , and when articulated with 
t he tibia lay somewhat nearer to it tha n usua l. Intrinsically there 
was nothing notable a bout it. 

The two clavicles were nearly perfect. The left one had los t 
its epiphysis completely, but most of t he right one was adherent. 
The right clavicle measured in length 158 mm. whilst the left one 
was 157 mm . E ach had an unusuall y deep and broad groove of 
the subclav ius on its under surface. The mandi ble lacked the upper 
half of the left ramus and its two processes, the coronoid and the 
condyloid. 

The bigon ial width was 98 mm. The length fr om the pogonion 
to the a ngles was 77 mm . 

Teet h. On t he right half of the ma ndible there were a canine 
fi rs t bicuspid , and three molars; the last molar badly erupted . On 
the left side there were a first bicuspid and a wisdom molar which 
was well eru pted . The remaining tee th had all been lost a fter death . 

General conclusions are that the skeleton is that of a male of 
slight build , whose probable stature was about 5 fee t 7 inches. There 
is no reason to suppose that in point of time the skeleton is of great age. 

SESSIONAL MEETINGS, 1931-1932 

On Tuesday, November l oth , 1931, Dr. H . Taylor gave a lecture 
on the excavation of the Tynings Farm Barrows. 

Prof . E d . F awcett , on Tuesday, December 1st , 1931, gave a 
lecture , both brilliant and useful , on "The Skull ." 

lVlr. Dudley B uxton, on Tuesday, December 7th , T93 T, gave 
an address on "The Coeffi cient of Rac ial Likeness." 

On Tuesda\' , J a nuary 26t h, 1932 , Dr. Cyril F ox delivered a 
lecture on " F orests and F rontiers, t he T930 Survey of Offa' s Dyke." 

On Tuesd ay , February 9th, 1932 , P rof. Elliott Smith , F. R. S. , 
gave an account of the discovery and anatomy of Sinanthropus. 

Mr. M. C. Burkitt , on T uesday, February 22nd, 1932 , de livered 
an address on "Post Palceolithic cultures in Portugal and Part s of 
Spain. " 

On Tuesday, March 8t h, 1932, i\Jr . J. R . Davy gave an account 
of " Ca ve Forma tion" and Mr. C. R. H ewer delivered a lect ure on 
" Pottery." 


