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Report for the Year 1931-1932 

E XCAVATIONS. 
During the past year the excavation of the South Barrow, 

Tynings Farm, has been completed and the barrow rebuilt. The 
results of the investigation will be published in the next number of 
Proceedings, together with the report on the Central Barrow. The 
excavation of the latter has been completed, and it is hoped to finish 
the rebuilding shortly. 

The excavation of the earthwork named Gorsey Bigbury has 
been continued, but owing to the unforseen immensity of the task 
has been much slower than was anticipated. A wide ditch some 
9 feet deep lies on each side of the causeway ins1de the rampart. 
This contains a hearth in which pygmy flints are associated with 
beaker pottery . A burial was found in the bottom of the ditch and 
the skull has been reconstructed to be reported upon 1n a future 
issue of Proceedings. 

The discovery of a flat cyst at Corston, near Bath, is reported 
upon in this issue . 

LIJ3RARY. 
Many books have been added to the Society's Library ; our 

thanks are especially due to Nlr. O. G. S. Crawford. Prof. L. S. Palmer, 
Messrs. Ackland and C. W. Phillips , Professors V. Gordon Childe 
and Karl Absolon , Mr. S. J. Jones . Dr . C. B. Perry. Mrs. B. A. 
Crook, Mr. R. F . P arry, Dr. F. Langford, Mr. H. G. Jefferies , Dr. 
Cyril Fox, Mr. R eginald Smith , Mrs. D. P Dobson, Dr. E. Cecil 
Curwen , Messrs. L. Y. Baker and C. F. Moysey, and to the fo llowing 
Societies and Institutions: Kung!. Universitets Bibliotek, Uppsala; 
Bath Municipal Libraries; Instituto Italiano di Speleologica; 
Smithsonian Institute; Bristol Naturalists' Society; Field Museum 
of Natural History; Irish Naturalists' Society; Prehistoric Society 
of East Anglia; Somerset Arch<r:ological and Natural History 
Society; Torquay Natural History Society; Woolhope Natura li sts' 
Field Club ; Yorkshire Ramblers ' ('Iub ; Wiener Prahistorische 
Gesellschaft; and the United States Geological Survey. 

iVfuSEUM. 
The Society's co llections have been greatly enriched by material 

from its recent excavations. A stone cyst from the Central Barrow, 
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Tynings Farm , has been set up in the Society's Museum. A model 
of the flat cyst at Corston has been accurately made on a scale of 
one inch to the foot. :'Ifuch pottery has been reconstructed , notably 
the beaker from Corston and six \'csscls from the Early Iron Age 
site of Little Solsbury, Bath. We wish to express our grateful thanks 
to Dr. Blackt-tt elf Bath lor presenting the Society with a very well ­
preserved I{oman skeleton found in a stone coffin at Bath, together 
with the coffin itself, to Mr. Ackland for many gifts, including a very 
fine set of Palceolithi.c implements from the Th ames gravels, to 
wfrs. Thrift for the generous loan of the material from the Corston 
cyst, and to ?vIr. Falconer for his collection from Little Solsbury. 

FI NANCE. 

\Ve are greatly indebted t o the Colston Research Society for 
a grant of fifty pounds, to the University Council for a grant of 
fift een pounds towards the cost of Proceedings, t o the University of 
Bri.stol Union for a grant of twenty-five pounds towards general 
expenses, to Dr. H. Taylor, Prof. E. K. Tratman, Mr. Lobbet, Mr. 
S. J. Jones, and :Mr. D . Yacomeni for donations towards excavation 
expenses, and to Prof. E. K. Tratman for a contribution towards 
the cost of publication of Proceedings. 

S. 	 BRYAN ADAMS, Hon. S ecl'etal'Y · 
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The Tynings Barrow Group-Second Report 
By HERBERT TAYLOI<, :M.C., M.B., CH.B . 

At Tynings Farm on the high limestone pla teau south of 
Blackdown, Mendip's highest point , there stand five barrows about 
the head of the combe kn own as Rowberrow or Dock Bottom. 1 

They were built in the earlier Middle Bronze Age2 an d used again 
as a cemetery in Late Bronze or Hallstatt times. The settlements 
of their builders have not been identified; sorne of the neighbouring 
flint-littered areas may be their camping sites, but the cave habita­
tions seem to be mainly earlier or later. On the other hand traces 
of the Late Bron ze Age folk have been found in several caves and 
open sites and within about half a mile of the harrows are two small 
squarish earthworks-Rowberrow and Long Bot tom "camps"­
such as they were accustomed to build. 3 

Since the preliminary report4 the North , South, East, West and 
Central Barrows have been numbered T.10 to T. 14 respecti vely 
by Professor Tratman. Their excavation was begun in 1924 by 

J See 	 su rvey and sketch map hased on O.S. 6 in. ma p of Somen'et, sheet 
XVII I S.W. Tratman , P ,·oc. SPet. Soc, Vol. 3, 1:\0. f. 

" About th e second or Early Bronze Period of Pha~e I of th e Bronze Age (Fox, 
Th" Archmology oj IIJ" Cambridge R egion, p . 20). Dr. Fox does not claim 
that his chronology is applicable to burials, sin ce it depends upon bronze 
and other rare object s. These a re yet ra rer in settlements. 'Ve IBve 
therefore adopted the following as a work ing scheme, based ch iefly on 
pottery. It does seem to express three major even ts or changes in 
culturC' . 

I . 	 Early Bronze Phase. The fu ll Beaker Period, distingu ished from the 
Neolithic-with-Beaker by the A and B complexes of Abercrombie 
and Hawkes and by burial in round b:urows an d flat Cysts, i.e., by 
fresh waves of immigration (?) . Also the con tempora ry stages of 
the Food-vessel evolution . Approximately Dr. Fox's Transitional 
Period of Phase L 

2. 	Middle Bronze Phase, marked by an apparen tly complete disap ­
pea rance of the Beaker ceramic, its replacem en t (at Ipast in barro,,") 
by foocl-vessels Or pygmy cups and urns apparently derived from 
them, and the general adoption of c remation , i.e., the swa mping 
of the Beaker ele ment by the descendants of the Neolithic folk (I) . 
.\pproximately Dr. Fox's Early and Middle Periods, completing 
Ph ase I. 

3. 	 Late Bron ze Phase, that of the invadi ng barrel,. bucket, a nd globula r 
urns and other finger-print ware complexes, and of contemporary 
native vessels . Dr. Fox's Phase II or Late Bronze Period. 

:.10. G. S. Crawford, Antiquaries' Jotwnal, Vol. II, No. I, p. 27 ff. 
, R. F. Read, P,·oc. Spel. Soc., Vol. II. NO.2. 


