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Report on Excavations at Worship’s Farm,
Redhill, Wrington

-41'ng¢5/', 1033
By E. K. TraTman, M.D.S.

MAP REFERENCES—
SoMERSET O.5. 6 INCH SHirT XTI S
SomrrseT O.S. 25 INcH Surct XI, ri.
INTRODUCTION.

The site was first observed in Januvary, 1926, while the writer
was carrving out a preliminary field survey of the area, and was
recorded briefly in the Proccedings.* The site is in the field immedi-
ately to the east of Worship’s Farm and consisted of some ring mounds
with hollow centres, a presumed tumulus, and an irregular enclosure.

It was thought that these were probably remnants of hut circles
and an open living site, and in this Mr. O. G. 5. Crawford, who was
shown the site, concurred. A few sherds of pottery had been picked
up on the surface, tending to confirm this view.

Stretching from east of the main road at Redhill along the
southern slopes of the ridge as far as and a little beyond Worship's
Farm are numerous old field banks: the character of these banks
somewhat resembled those of Keltic field systems, but their great
irregularity was rather against their being of that date. There is also
another group of field banks to the north of the Redhill-Wrington
road.

Excavarions.

Site 1. The first site selected was the supposed double hut
circle.? The turf was first removed over an area 10 feet in diameter,
covering the whole of the hollow area of the western division of the
double circle and encroaching slightly upon the surrounding ring
mound, which was marked for excavation later.

Under the turf the soil was removed in foot-deep spits, and at
the base of the first foot undisturbed soil was reached, except in a
well-defined and roughly circular area in the centre of the excavations.

Y Procecedings, University of Bristol Speleological Society, 1926, Vol. II, No. 2,
p. 276. (Note.—For " west "’ read ' ' east " of Worship’s Farm.")
tIbid., p. 277, sketch map inset.
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This inner area had a diameter of approximately 5 feet. In the
central area excavations were carried down to a depth of 6 feet from
the bottom of the hollow. Even at this depth modern glazed pottery
was constantly encounterced, and it was obvious that the hollow merely
represented a trial pit for ochre, which had been imperfectly filled
in ; the surrounding ring representing the surplus soil left round the
pit when it was first filled in.

Site 2. T. 37. Lat. 517 22" 2" N. Long. 2° 42" 77 W. This
supposed tumulus consisted of a simple mound with a hollow in the
north-east sector. Starting well outside the mound, a trench 4 feet
wide was dug through the mound, the base of the trench being
carried to a minimum of 1 foot depth into the undisturbed sub-soil.

The mound unfortunately proved not to be a burial mound at
all, but to be the spml from a shallow mine shaft made to cxtract
limestone ““spar " used in smeliing operations. The hollow to the
north-east preved to be the mouth of the shaft. No f{inds of any
description were made.

Site 3. A series of trenches was dug to rock inside the irregular
enclosurc in the south-east portion ol the ficld.*  Rock was encountered
a few inches under the turf except in one or two areas where the natural
irregularities of the surface prevented it. The north to south bank
on the east and the re-entrant east to west bank on the west proved
to be natural rock outcrops. Dortions of the bank on the west
appeared to be composed of soil brought away from thc higher slope
to the east. There was no trace of any building or huts to be observed.
A small quantity of pottery was recovered as well as a small iron
knife.  Once or two flint fragments and some coal were found.

The pottery has been subnmitied to the British Museum, and the
report was to the effect that nothing need be earlier than XII-X1V
century. Attention is drawn to one or two specimens which show
“ sagging bases”’ which are probably XI1 to early XIII century.
Only some of the pottery 1is glazed.

The presence of the pottery is probably best explained as being
the casual remains associated with mining activities in the XII to
XIV centuries rather than with a definite living site. Such an
explanation i1s well supported by the finds from Siie 4.

Site 4. While excavations were in progress the writer was visited
by Mrs. Marah Bendall, of Row of Ashes Farm nearby, who informed
him that pottery of a similar nature to that from Sue 3 was often
turned up on molebills in a field,® to the south-east of Mazsegrove

o

¥ 25-inch O.S. map, Field 68,




181

B

AT WORSHIP S FARM

EXCAVATIONS

REPORT ON

‘dewr A9AINS HIUBUPIO GO PINIEW 10 papIovat L[snorasid 10N « ‘adf£y (moq oduig = g'§

soj0U BRI 9¢) — — |l osir || snpuwng ot ek || gb oz || S X i 10z 4,

s33CU 995 6orx — — “_ o8I snjnwny || ob zb n_ 6 oz | - IS IX || obzL

apIs N uo moyoy 3uBS . | S1 $x __ ‘g's | punory || ¢ € _ 2z bz |- S A 6gz1

$230U 295 : 2u03s jo 3Ing of bt | ¢ || ¢ o8t _ saponwny, _ ¥ € || Sz vz TS A 887 L

[ _ i ot | 8 __ s || snpnwng [ z¢ 34 of Yz | AS A Lge ]

e s .F * _L 0§ S | @s || sanuwng _ 1€ gv || ot bz _ o s A I 98Tl

yonw ”occpmﬁﬂcm_ﬁw:m = _ W Sz Sz || gs __ sapnuny " 9T er || zg vz __ . S A I gz,

_ uojls Jo g « ” it Sz C.r qgs __ snjawny __ S1 | €F 23 vz || - S A | bgey

IIAYX WOS U0 $}0U 993G 4 | Sz L X osug || puUnofy %3 (634 LE 61 | 7 AN JIAN __ €21

I ‘sumg :M_.M_n.ﬂ,wﬁwtww@? a0 | Se z as __ punoy z§ 54 L bz o IS A __ 2371

DSO0H [[IYFULYY TBIN = o ot z a's _ snpnwny ol s 38 61 AN TIAX _ 871

PIJRIINW JBYUMBUIOSG 4 | | ob € as __ snouny L€ 149 of g1 UUAVS TIAX _. ogz L

213Uad ut uotssaxdo(y 4 ok _ zT z g __ sonwny, of 149 43 Q! TUAMS IIAX . 6lz]

H,..,doc 298 1300 PAYSNOLT & | 3 - _ — — __ su{nwny, S¢ hl4 <3 | zz | S IX I vOEL

[N "wog uo $S3jou 29G . gl _ Sz S | as __ punofy 6¢€ bl 4 of | ez i TN INY qSzy
C | e | e | e | I o | e B )

et oi [Pt . w0y | ung axg | uip ‘oN Laung aviy ||

SO N9 Laswros ||

__ ‘1. NI SLRERTANSYI

| | "M T AGALIDNOT ) TN 15

(6) SANNOW ANV ‘ITNINNL ‘SMo¥yvd J0 LSIT



182 REPORT ON EXCAVATIONS AT WORSHIP'S FARM

coppice. This field and neighbouring ones show obvious signs of
mining activities in search of iron ore. Some pottery was found and
submitted with the other to the British Museum, where it was again
placed as belonging to XII-XIV centuries,

In this field and in others nearby are to be seen a complex of
banks of extreme irregularity. It is probable that they represent
the banks of village gardens and are probably of much the same
date as the pottery described above. Similar irregularly-shaped
gardens can often still be seen in Somerset villages of the present day.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION.

The supposed hut circles are the remains of shallow ochre pits.

T. 37 is not a tumulus but merely the spoil from a mine shaft.
The Society’s catalogue has been amended to show this.

The pottery from the irregular enclosure is to be associated with
mining activities in XII and XIV centuries. Most of the banks of
the enclosure consist of natural rock outcrop with the central area
probably artificially levelled.

The series of old field banks on the south slope of the ridge to
the east of the main road are probably of XII and XIV century date,
or later rather than earlier.

The Society’s thanks are due to Mr. L. Keel, the owner of the
land, for permission to excavate ; and to Messrs. T. D. Kendrick and
Christopher Hawkes, of the British Museum, for their examination of
and report on the pottery.



