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Note on a Barrow in the Parish of Newington 
Bagpath, Gloucestershire, Sheet LVII, S.W. 

By MARJORlE CTW01< (ill" YVrLuroRE) , i\I.B., Ch.B. 

On March 3, 1934, an unrecorded round barrow in the above 
parish was brought to my nutiel' by a farmer. It wa~ situated a short 
distance south-east of the Bagpath Burial Circle (1'. 53) described in 
U.B.S.S. Proceed1:ngs, NO. 3, Vol. 2. 

The situation of the new barrow is at ypical for t he Cotswolds, 
being on a fiattish ledge of ground on the side of a valley. It is 
roughly 40 feet in diameter and 4 feet high. One large s tone about 
5 feet 6 inches long lies prostrate on the slope of the barrow, near 
the centre, and 6 yards away are two smaller slabs set edge\vise, 
and at right-angles to each other. There is no trace of a ditch. The 
whole barrow is so thickly overgrown with thorn bushes that furthe r 
investigation at the time was impossible, and there has been no 
subsequent opportunity for examination . 

Both this barrow and the Burial Circle are of quite unusual type 
in the Cotswolds . 

A Roman Burial at Cold Ashton, Gloucestershire 

By DI NA P ORTW,\y D OBSON, LilLO. 

In f.'ebruary, 1935, the gardener at Cold Ashton Manor, "Mr. 
Taylor, was digging in t he garden to the west of t he house when he 
came upon a stone coffin conta ining a male skelet on. The cuHm 
had no cover and was filled wi th earth. It was 6 feet 2 inchc.s long 
externally, 5 feet 8 inches in ternally, the external breadth was, at 
the shoulder I foot 10 inches, in the middle I foot 9 inches, an d 
I foot 2} inches at the foot. The sides were about 2~ inches thi ck. 
It was round-headed, coarsely carved of a soft oolitic stone, sa id by 
the local builder to be a bastard Ba th stone. 

Two waterpipes crossed the coffin , and they were placed in 
position at different times a good many years ago by a local workman 
who said that he had no idea of the existence or the coffi n, a lthough 
its sides had been considerably cut away to allow for the passage 
of the pipes. The coffin lay to the north and south, with the head 
to the north. There is a drainage hole a t the fooL Nothing except 
the skeleton and a quanti ty of soil was in the coffin. The skull \-vas 
dolichocephalic and the stature of the individual, estimated by the 
long bones, just over 5 feet in height. 

The writer was ena bled to examine it in situ owing to the kindness 
of Mr. Frank Stevens, C.B .E. , F.S.A., of the Blackmore Museum, 
Salisbury, an d of the owner , Mrs. Mounsey . The coffin and the 
skeleton are being kept in a specially prepared cemen t beel in the 
garden of the Manor, on t he spot a t which they were founel. 


