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A Saxon Burial at Ever-creech 

By DINA PORTWAY DOBSON, Litt .D . 

At the end of january, 1934, workmen digging in the quarry of 
Messrs. Mead and Sons, Evercreech, found , about 5 inches below the 
surface, remains of a human skeleton. Near the feet, which lay 
towards the east, was an iron knife, a piece of bone, and a sherd of 
buff-coloured pot , of a fine paste , and with a rim at an angle to the 
ver tical height. The bones were scattered as though they had been 
interfered with by the plough. Two more bones had been turned up 
six months previoush' , but none had been seen on any other occasion. 
The skeleton was incomplete , but was obviously that of a man of 
fairly short stature but of a thick-set build. The femur head measured 
54'5 mm. None of the long bones was complete, so that the stature 
could not be estimated. The huml:flls had an intercondylar fo ramen. 
The fragments of sk ull were not sufficient to reconstruct the cranium, 
but it was probably dolichocephalic. The knife was of an Anglo­
Saxon t vpe, 153 mm. long and 25 mm. broad. 

The interest in the discovery rests on the tradition , retailed by 
a man of the village eigh ty years of agc, that when he was a boy of 
ten ycars of age he remembered thaL the spot was supposed to be 
haunted . Before the railway was built a path ran across the fie ld 
to a stone stile and the ghost used to appear there and follow the path 
for about thirty yards and then disappear. This story was recounted 
by the old man before he was told where the bones had been found. 
The ancient path ran near the grave, and was diverted when the 
railway was made. This account of the ghost was given by NIr. 
C. Wood borne. The position of the grave was: ordnance sheet 6-in 
Somerset sheet LIV, N.W. Long. 2° 3' W. (east of), Lat. 51° 9' 
(south of). 

The opportunity to view the site was due to the kindness of 
Messrs. l\-Iead and Sons, and' of the Director of the Bristol Museum. 

Sessional Meetings 

1932- 1933. 

Tuesday, October 25th. Dr.]. F. S. Stone, " Flint Mines, with specia l 
reference to those on Easton Down." 

Tuesday, November 29th. H.]. E. Peake, " Some Problems of the 
;\('olithic Age." 

Tuesday, December 13th . C. W. Phillips, " Field Work in Lincoln­
shire and the Fens." 

Tuesday, February 7th. Dr. C. Bruce Perry, "The Early Iron Age 
in England." 

Tuesday, February 21St. S. J. jones, "Excavatior.s at Gorsey 
Bigbury." 

Tuesday, March 7th. Dr. ]. W. jack,;"n, "The Pre-History or 
Egypt." 

1933- 1934. 

Tuesday, October 24th. "Freshers ' Meeting-Slides and Films of 
Caving and Excavations." 

Tuesday, November 7th. Papers read by Members of the Society 
on " A 'Week-end's Caving at Burrington." 

Tuesday, November 21St. Prof. S. H. Reyn olds, " Pleistocene Deer." 
Tuesday, December 5th. W. F. Grimes, "Prehistoric Archceology 

in Wales." 
Thursday, january 25th. "At Home " to the Bristol Naturalists' 

Society. 
Tuesday, February 13th. Miss D. A. E. Garrod, " Recent Excavations 

in Palestine." 
Tuesday, February 27th . Prof. \ \1. W. jervis, " Material Culture 

among the Eskimaux. " 
Tuesday, March I3th. Mrs. B. A. Crook , " Field Work in the South 

Cotswolds.' , 
Tuesday, 1'I'Iarch 13th . ]. G. Field, " E xcavation s at Sun Hole 

Cheddar. " 


