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Poulnagollum - Poulelva Caves
Stieve Elva, Co. Clare, Eire

(LO.S. 6 in. to 1 mile, Clare, Sheets 4- and 5)

By
B. R. COLLINGRlDGE, B.A., et at.

[Editorial note. This paper has been constructed from a number of separate reports
by various authors on individual sections of the cave. These reports have been collated
by E. K. Tratman, B. D. Pcrratt and B. R. Collingridge, principally the latter, who is
solely responsible for the sections on "Relationship to Surface Features" and "Geo­
morphology". The following have contributed reports: G. D. Witts, E. K. Tratman,
Patricia Tangyc, T. R. Shaw, B. B. Perrntt, O. C. Lloyd, T. J. Hilt, E. V. Gilbert,
''''T. A. Dowden, B. R. Colling ridge, G. M. Bond and P. R. Blatchford. Man)' others
have been concerned with the field work.]
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The first detailed accounts of Poulnagollum and Upper Poulelva are
given in papers by J. C. Coleman and N. J. Dunnington in 1944 and 1949·
IVlany of the cave passages were named in those accounts and as far as possible
the same names have been used in th.is paper. The explanation for the names
is usually self evident and so not all the explanations are given here. Further,
for the sake of brevity, the papers of Coleman and Dunnington are hereafter
cited as "C. & D. 1944 and 1949" respectively. Since these accounts appeared
a good many new discoveries have been made greatly extending the system
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and proving various connexions. In the course of surveying these new passages
still more were found and it became necessary to do a check survey, originally
without passage derail, of the parts surveyed by C. & D. so as to be able to
tie in the new passages to their survey. In the course of this work various
discrepancies between our sun'ey results and the earlier accounts were
found. Some of the discrepancies "'ere of a major nature and seem likely
to have been due to errors of computation, e.g., adding lengths together
twice. Because of these errors it was decided to make a completely new
survey. This has given a most interesting plan of the layout of the passages
in relation to each other. These passages, with tv..-o exceptions, are all
described from their explorable beginning in a downstream direction so
that all lefts and rights are used in the same sense. For Branch Passage and
the Craven Canyon this arrangement is not practicable and these two are
described moving away from the point of entry, that is upstream in Branch
Passage. The method followed in this account is to describe the main route
from the head of the Short Gallery of Upper PoulnagolJum through the cave
to the Flooded Bedding Plane Passage and the Maze. Although the stream­
way in Lower Poulelva is a continuation of that in Poulnagollum, it was
found convenient to describe the whole of the Poulelva series separately.
The tributaries are described in groups at the end of each account of a major
section of the system.

In the Bibliography a selection has been made of the principal references.
Thus references in caving club journals about visits to the cave are omitted
as they do not provide any additional information. The spelling of names
is taken from the earliest sources. Some are taken from the Ordnance Survey
maps and most of the rest from the papers of C. & D. (1944 and 1949).

SUMMARY

Poulnagollum (Slieve Elva) with which is included Poulelva is one of
the longest cave systems known in the British Isles. It is often called locally
Cahir Dullog from the name of the townland in which the open pothole is
situated. The system comprises nearly 7 miles of passages of which nearly 6
miles are active streamways. The general direction of the passages is between
south-east and south-somh-east. The most northerly passages originate
well north and west of the col "..-hich separates the heads of the Cahir River
valley to the north and the Killeany valley to the south. They run in a plat­
form that slopes down south. All the major streams in the cave and several
of the smaller streams are derived from swallets that lie along the edge of
the shale on the east side of Slieve Elva.

The most northerly of the swatlets apparently feeds Branch Passage
Gallery 'Vest. The next ones to the south feed into the set of passages known
collectively as Upper Poulnagollum. The first group of these swallets feed






































































































































